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INTRODUCTION. 



A coif siBERABXB dcgTcc of pubUc interest having 
been excited by the late tour of the President of the 
United States, undertaken soon after his induction 
into oflice, and constituting one ci the iGirst important 
acts of his administration, the editor has thou^t 
himself warranted m the publication of the following 
account of its course, and o( the events attending it. 
In the numerous addi^ssses, delivered to him by the 
citizens, and in the relies which they recdved, the 
sentiments of the people, and the views of the exe- 
ctttive, are constantly devdoped | and the preserva* 
tion of these could in no way be more properiy 
effected, than by collecting them under one general 
head, and blending them with intermediate descrip* 
tions of his journey, in the form and character of 
a Narrative. 

During the late war with Great Britain, a practi- 
cal opportunity was afforded to the government of 
the United States, to discover the relative import- 
ance of the defences erected along the frontier, 
dividing the American and British possessions, and 
the strength and utility of the various fortified places 
on ttie marine exterior. The fi^u^yt and some* 
times successful, incursions of the late enemy, en- 
forced the necessity of selecting new points for the 
erection of stnmg and eflkient batteries^ to protect 
a2 
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the country against future invasion; of demolishing 
such works, as were thence found to haveheen con- 
structed in improper situations ; and of concentrating 
the regulai* forces, at such positions as should render 
theii* co-operation speedy and effective. 

Impressed with the ms^itude of this subject^ 
Mr. Monroe had no sooner passed through the forms 
of his inauguration, than he directed his attention 
to the means by which to accomplish so desirable an 
object. A mere theoretical knowledge would be in- 
sufficient for the consummation of his views; and» 
indeed, could not be entirely depended upon. AvaU- 
ing himself, therefore, of the experience acquired 
before the close of the late contest, he determined 
to engage in a personal examination of the situation, 
strength, and condition, of all tlie citadels and mili- 
tary posts in the northern and eastern departments 
of the union. To the early execution of this inten- 
tion, he Was urged, as he has himself intimated, by 
a desire to look into the economical expenditure of 
the public monies, which had been liberally appro- 
priated by congress ; to facilitate the completion of 
these measures; and to ascertain the propriety of 
adopting plans, suggested by the agents employed in 
the service of fortification. 

Not long after the expiration of the congressional 
term, in the spring of 1817, the President entered 
upon this laudable undertaking, and i»t)secuted his 
route through all the principal towns and cities, 
which he had marked out for his first tour of obser- 
vatioiu Departing from the capital, he passed 
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tfafough Baltimore to the state of Delaware, to the 
cities «f Phfladelphia, New Yoric, and the chief 
towns in Connecticut and Rhode Island, to Boston, 
and other parts of Massachusetts, to the capitid, 
and other towns in New Hampshire, and through 
the province of Maine to the town of Portland. 
Thence he extended his journey westward through 
Yainont; inspected the works at Plattsburg; and 
pasfflng through the forests, to the St. Lawrence, 
he embarked for lake Ontario ; visited Sacket's Har- 
bour, and Fort Niagara; and, advancing along the 
strait to Buffalo, sailed through Lake Erie, and 
landed at Detroit, the extremity of his tour. He 
took a direction thence through the woods of the 
Michigan territ<»ry, and through the states of Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and Maryland, towards the District 
of Ckdumbia, where he arrived after an absence of 
more than three months. 

From this long, laborious, and fatiguing journey, 
which the President had imposed upon himself as a 
public duty, many and great advantages will be de- 
rived, as well by the general community of the 
United States, as the particular districts of the coun- 
try through which it was necessarily made. The 
persevering manner in which it was performed, and 
the entire accomplishment of its ulterior objects, are 
strong and certain indications of its beneficial re- 
suKb. With an alacrity paralleled only by the prompt 
aid of the citizens to accelerate his movements, the 
President inspected garrisons ; examined fortifica- 
i; reviewed infantry regiments at cantonments; 
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and obtained a knowledge of tiie ccmdition of the mi- 
litary arsenals and naval depots, along the irilaatic 
and inland frontiers. To these numerous duties, be 
added the deidre to promote the prosperity of the 
people; to correct abuses in the piddlic offices; to avert 
the calamities incident to any future period (tf hosti- 
lities; to ameli(»*ate the condition of the poorer classes 
of society; and to unite and harmonize, the sentiments 
and affections,of the citizens of one section with tiiose 
of another. These desirable and happy consequences 
could not be achieved, without infinite labour, ex- 
cessive fatigue, and numberless privations; all wliich 
were greatiy increased, by h&i d^^^mination to re*^ 
turn to iJbe capital, tiuroogh a smccessifm of fiMrests, 
wildemesses, and Indian settlements, intervening 
between Detroit and the settled parts of the state of 
Ohio. In traversing this district of the union, 
the President encountered all the difficulties atten- 
dant upon bad roads, and tiie impediments of deep 
mires and unbridged streams. His fare toe was not 
«f the most sumptuous kind, and he frequentiy slept» 
with his suite, in Inlttan huts, his great coat and 
saddle serving the purposes of bed and pillow, and 
his person guarded only by the chiefs of the different 
tribes. He sustained, however, all tiie inconve- 
niences of comfortiess lodgings, and unpleasant and 
fatiguing travdling, without any abatement of tiiat 
cheerfulness, and sense of public duty, manifested in 
the commencement of his tour, the advlmtageous re- 
sults of which will long be remembered and acknow- 
ledged by the nation. 
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THE PHESIDENT S TOXJIt. 

CHAPTER I. 

The President kaves Washington — arrives at Balti- 
more — rdsits JSTorth Point and Fort M^Henry — is 
addressed by the Corporation — leaves baltimore and 
tnterstlie state of Delaware — lands at Fort Mifflin 
—proceeds tfience to PhUadelphion^-addressed by the 
Cincinnati — visits the JVhvy Yardf the Franklin 
Seve^Uy-four, and the Public Institntions. 

AVAILING himself of a season of comparative 
leisure, the President left Washington City, on Sa- 
turday the 31st of May, with an intention of prose- 
cuting the object of his tour, through the nobtheiek 
and BASTEBN departments of the Union. His de- 
parture from the capital, was made in so unostenta- 
tious and private a manner, that most of the citizens 
were ignorant of that circumstance, until it was an- 
nounced to them, by the daily Intelligencer, when he 
was already many miles on his journey. The ne- 

B 



14 * A NARRATIVE OF 

cessity of his return to the seat of government, pi^c- 
viously to the ensuing fall, made it incumbent on him 
to travel with as much celerity as the avowed pur- 
poses of his journey would permit; and, to do this, 
he was desirous to pass through the intermediate 
towns, with as much privacy as^ssible. The dis- 
position of the citizens, however, did not, in this 
particular, coincide with his own, and his approach 
to Baltimore, being already anticipated by the citi- 
zens of that place, they determined that he should be 
publicly received, and conducted, by a military escort, 
to his qiiailers. A corresponding desire to receive the 
President in a manner suitable to his elevated rank, 
and with a respect due to his eminent public services, 
soon evinced itself in all the principal cities, through 
which he would be obliged to pass, and preparations 
were every where making, to pay him the highest 
possible honoui^s. 

Consistently with his own desire to avoid all kind 
of parade, he selected a moment for his entrance 
into the city of Baltimore, when its inhabitants 
would, in all probability, be engaged in their devo- 
. tional exercises, and when he might repair to the 
apartments which had been provided for him, without 
being himself molested, and without attracting the 
attention of any part of the community. It was no 
sooner known, to a few individuals, that such were 
the President's contemplations, than intelligence was 
spi'ead about the town, and a large cavalcade of 
citizens on horseback, and a troop of the city caval- 
ry, immediately proceeded to the Wasliington ix)ad. 
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where they met the President, and, after an inter- 
change of civilities, attended him to the Fountain 
Inn. Here he was welcomed by a number of the 
most respectable and distinguished citizens, and in 
the afternoon attended the church of the reverend 
Dr. Inglis. 

Early on the following morning, accompanied by 
generals Smith, Winder, Strieker, and Swift, and 
a number of military officers, he visited the breast- 
works which had been thrown up for the defence of 
Baltimore, during the war, and thence repaired to 
the battle ground, at North Point. A personal view 
of this scene, must have been peculiarly interesting 
to the President, as well as to the gentlemen present, 
two of whom, generals Smith and Winder, had been 
attached to the troops within the line of fortification ; 
and another, general Strieker, had the good fortune 
to command, in person, that division of the army, 
which on this spot, on the 12th of September 1814, 
sustained the conflict with the British regulars under * 
colonel Brooke, the successor in command to major- . 
general Ross, who fell soon after landing his forces, 
in a Bkirmish brought on by the American light party, 
under major Heath. 

In this contest, the American militia, vnth the ex- 
ception of the 51st regiment, and a few companies of 
the left battalion of the 39th, behaved with uncom- 
mon coolness and intrepidity, and general Strieker 
must have enjoyed much gratification, in the oppor- 
tunity of verbally detailing, to the President of the 
United States, upon the same ground, the events of 
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a batde, which^ setting aside the flight of the left 
flank, if it had a single fault, it wad the fault of 
having been foughc too long, and which relieved one 
of the most distinguished and patriotic cities in the 
union, from the desolating consequences of a visit 
from an enemy; established the chai-acter of the 
American armi^; and saved millions of property from 
capture and destruction. 

Having returned from this early excursion to his 
quarters in the city, the President was waited on by 
the mayor and corporation of Baltimore, by whom 
he was addressed in the following words: 



«< Baltimore, June 2« 1817. 
*•' To the President of the United States* 

<f Sir — ^We, the mayor and city council of Balti- 
more, embrace with great pleasure, this opportunity 
of personally congratulating the chief magistrate of 
the union on his arrival at this place. 

" Your determination, in the commencement of 
your administration, to visit several of the most im- 
portant places in the union, is auspicious of happy 
consequences; not satisfied with previous knowledge, 
or second hand information, you are anxious that, on 
your part, nothing shall be wanting to promote the 
commonwealth. 

" That a city, which bore so conspicuous a part in 
the national defence, should first be honoured with 
the presence of the chief ipagistrate of the union, is 
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as flattering^ as it is national: and we sine ^ 
that your observation of our position, and nie^_ 
defence, may enable us before another war to bid 
defiance to any enemy. 

** When, sir, we review your long-tried, faithful, 
and able services; when we consider the increasing 
harmony and concord of the United States ; when 
ahnost universal peace reigns among the nations; 
we augur great and lasting happiness to the United 
States, in giving full scope to the developement of 
her faculties in the arts and sciences, in agriculture, 
manufactures, and commerce; and in the permanent 
exhibition of the advantages of a form of civil and 
political government, superior to any that has hither- 
to existed. 

'^ To our fellow citizens, it is a most interesting 
spectacle, to see the chief magistrate of this great and 
powerful nation, making an official tour through 
their country in tHc style of a private citizen, guard- 
ed only by the respect paid to the high station he 
occupies, and the affections of a virtuous people. 

** We,, sir, wish you, in the sincerity of our hearts, 
a pleasant tour through the states ; a happy return to 
Washington; a reputation and satisfaction in your 
presidency, equal to any of your predecessors ; and 
finally, the reward of a well spent life in an eternal 
world. 

** We are, sir, with sentiments of very great re* 
sffect^ your obedient servants, 

<< George Stubs, 
" Mayor of the City of Baltimore.'^ 

B 2 
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To which address this answer was made by the 
President: 



*« To the Mayor and City Council of BalUimore^ 

'^FeDowcitizeiis— The sentiments which you haw 
communicated; have afforded me very great sates*' 
faction. They are just, as to the objects adverted 
to, and to me, they are generous and kind. 

« It was impossible for me to approach Baltimore^ 
without recollecting, with deep interest, the gallant 
conduct of her citizens, in the late war,, and the 
happy results attending their exertions. The ^ori-. 
ous victory which was achieved by her, and in which 
her citizens bore so distinguished a part, at a very 
fanportant epoch, not only proted»d this patriotic^ 
city, but shed great lustre on the American name. 

** Experience has shown us our dangers, and ad- 
mcmished us as to the means of averting them. Con- 
gress has appropriated large sums of jnoney, for the 
fortification of our coast, and inland frontier, and 
for the, establishment of naval dock yards, and for 
building' a navy. It is proper that those worka 
should be executed with judgm^t, fidelity, and eco* 
Bomy ; much dqiends in the execution, on the execu^ 
five; to whom extensive power is given, as to the 
general arrangement, and to whom the superintend^ 
ance exclusively belongs. You do me justice in be- 
lieving, that it is to enable me to discharge. these 
duties with the best advantage to my country^ that I 
have undertaken tiiis tour. 
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*^^ Froin tite increased barmony of |NibKc opinion^ 
founded on the successful career of a government^ 
which has never been equalled^ and which promises^ 
by a further deyeic^ment of its faculties, to augment 
in an eminent degree, the blessings of this favoured 
people, %pute with you in all the anticipations which 
you have i||; justly suggested. 

<^ In performing services, honestly and zealously 
intended t&r the benefit of my fellow citizens, I shall 
never entertain a doubt (tf their generous and firm 
support. IiK^sqiable of any feelings distinct from 
fliose of a citizen, I can assume no style, in regard 
to them, difierent from that character; and it is a 
source of peculiar delight to me, to know, that while 
&e chief magistrate of the United States, acts fully 
up to this princi^e, he will require no other guard 
than what may be derived from their confidence and 
affection. 

<< Jambs Monboe* 

« Baltimore, June 2d, 1817." 

After this ceremcmy, in his own name, and in the 
name of Ihe corporation, the mayor cordially in- 
vited the President to a public dinner, the acceptance 
rf which, in consequence of his previous arrange* 
ments, and from motives of public concern, he felt 
himself obligied to forego. 

At eleven o'clock of the same day, and attended 
by the same officers who had conducted him to the 
P<nnt, he proceeded to the examination of the arma- 
ment and garrison of Fobt M^HEmax, which had 
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gallantly withstood the bombardment of the enemy» 
upwards of twenty-four hours. The batteries on 
that occasion, to be sure, had been <^ned, but the 
shot falling very far short of the assailants, the 
firing, from the fort, ceased, or was maintained, only 
at intervals, to show that the garrison ha^ot sunk 
under the tremendous showers of rockets^nd JsheUs,, 
incessantly thrown into the batteries | and thus pain- 
fully situated, without the power of retaliating the 
attack, the brave and determined soldiers endured 
their mortification, with an unyielding spirit, dur- 
ing the whole bombardment, which continued un- 
til seven o'clock of the morning of the fourteenth. 
One of the late papers of that city observes : " Had 
colonel Armistead, who was then, and is. now the 
commanding officer of the fort, been told in tbe year 
1814, that in the year 1817, he would have witness- 
ed on that very spot, then shaken by the exploding 
thunders of the enemy's fleet, the presence of the 
chief magistrate, congratulating him on the issue 
of that event, how exhilarating woidd then have 
been his sensations." 

On entering the fort the President was received 
with a federal salute, and after finishing his exami- 
nation of its condition, he waa escorted to Whet- 
stone Point, where the third brigade of Maryland 
militia, under general Sterrett, formerly of the 5tb 
regiment, bad assembled for the purpose of being 
reviewed. The field was covered with people of 
every rank, among whom the appearance of the 
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cluef of the republic, produced general and lively 
satisfaction. 

In the course of the afternoon the President visited 
ttie Washington Monument, at Howard Park, and 
the City Monument, at Washington Square, and at 
five o'clock he received, at his quarters, the personal 
salutations of flie officers of general Sterrett's bri- 
gade. 

The President, after experiencing these warm and 
patriotic attentions, departed from Baltimore at se- 
ven o'clock on the mornings of Tuesday, the 4th of 
June, in one of the steam boats which had been 
chartered, by the corporation, for his exclusive use 
«nd accommodation, and to which he was accompa- 
nied by the municipal auftorities of the city. 

In the evening of that day he airived at Newcas- 
fle, on the Delaware, where he was met by commo- 
dore Murray, and captain Stewart, of the Franklin^ 
74, and a numb^ of other officers and citizens. The 
following day (Wednesday) he was occupied in visits 
ing the Pea Patrii, and other points of contemplated 
military and naval defence, and receiving from ther 
citizens of tiie state of Delaware every demonstra- 
tion of respect. 

Suitable arrangements had previously been made 
by the naval, military, and civil authorities at Phi- 
ladelphia, to receive him with all proper marks of 
distinction; and the barge of the Franklin, properly 
decorated, and manned by sixteen expert seamen, 
handsomely arrayed in uniform, was in attendance 
at Fort Mifflin, to convey him from that garrison to 
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the city. Early on the morning of Thui'sday the 
6tli, the President landed at Fort Mifflin, where he 
Was received hy colonel Moses Porter, the military 
commander of the district^ under a national salute, 
and having finished the inspection of the fort, he 
was immediately conducted to tlie barge, and ac- 
companied by his suite, (Gk^neral Swift of the United 
States engineers, and his secretary, Mr. Mason,) and 
the officers already mentioned, he Was rowed up the 
river Schuylkill, and about three o'clock on the af- 
ternoon anived at Gray's ferry, where he was re- 
ceived by the volunteer cavalry of Philadelphia, and 
a large assemblage of citizens on horseback. After 
pai'taking of some refreshment, he proceeded to- 
wards the city, along the Hamilton road, accompa- 
nied by the escort. On his arrival at High street 
bridge, a federal salute was fired by the company of 
flying artillery, under captain Richard Bache, and 
on crossing he received the honours due to the com- 
mander in chief, from the brigade of infantry under 
brigadier-general Thomas CadwaHader, who had 
himself attended the President firom Gray's ferry. 

The brigade, which on this occasion exhibited an 
unusually brilliant appearance, both as to numbem 
and equipment, was composed of a battalion of artil- 
lery under lieutenant-colonel A. M. Pi'evost, captain 
Bache's company of flying artillery, a battalion of 
infantry under colonel Clement C. Blddle, and a de- 
tachment of riflemen. The cavalry escort was com- 
manded by captain William Rawle, the command of 
whose company (the 2d cavalry,) devolved on lieur 
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tenant John Hall^ assisted by cornet E. S. Fuller- 
ton. 

The whole of the troops having been reviewed by 
his excellency, and the line of march being formed, 
the procession entered the city through the principal 
streets. As they appi'oached the more populous 
neighbourhoods, the crowd of spectators which had 
been accumulating during his progress, became very 
great, and the windows of the houses, as he passed, 
were filled with the beauty and fiishion of the city. 
The President, having alighted at the Mansion House 
hotel, was conducted by several distinguished citi- 
zens, to the apartments prepared for his reception, 
where he was immediately waited upon by the offi- 
cers of tl:^ first brigade of Pennsylvania militia, as 
also by the officers of the brigade which had escort- 
ed him. 

On the following morning, at six o'clock, the Pre- 
sident, accompanied by his suite, visited the Aca- 
demy of Fine Arts; and after having breakfasted, 
he was waited upon by Robert >yharton, esq. mayor, 
Joseph Reed, esq. recorder, and the presidents of the 
select and common councils, who, after expressing 
fteu' warmest congratulations on his arrival in the 
city, and their regret, that his short stay would 
preclude their rendering him further civilities, ac- 
companied him through the public prison, with the 
economy and discipline of which,-be expressed much 
satisfaction. He then visited the Pennsylvania Hos- 
, pital, Peale's Museum, and Mr. SuUy^s Gallery of 
Pictures. 
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About ten o'clock he was received at the navy 
yard. On his arrival on board the Franklin seventy- 
foiir^ a federal salute was fired from that vessel, and 
at liis departure the salute was repeated. A large 
number of citizens were invited on board by cap- 
tain Stewart, who had an elegant collation pre- 
pared (or bis" distinguished guest, and tihie company. 

When the President returned to his quarters, the 
officers of the Cincinnati jffes^ited to him the fol- 
lowing address : 

** To James Monroe, President of tlie United States. 

*^ Sir — ^Embracing the occasion which your atten- 
tion, as chief magistrate, to the mflitary tlefences of 
the United States has afforded, it is witii peculiar 
pleasure that the members of the Pennsylvania So- 
ciety of Cincinnati, a portion of the surviving few, 
who were your associates in arms during the war 
of the revolution, approach to renew theii' personal 
, intercourse, and to assure you of their cordial sup- 
port of the firm and impartial administration of the 
government, which by combining in its measures, 
domestic tranquillity, with the respect of foreign 
nations, they confidently anticipate, will promote 
the best interests of the United States, and insui'e 
to our citizens, the advantages of social harmony 
and individual happiness. 

** That you may participate those blessings, and 
enjoy the grateful esteem of a happy people^ is a 
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sibcere wish of your faithful Mends and respectful 
fellow citizens. 

<< Signed by ord^, and hy the unanimous vote of 
the society, 

^* D. Lekox, President 

« Horace Binney, Secretary. 

« Philadelphia, June 6, 181/." 

« 

To this address the President answered ; 

^^Tbthe Members cf the Pennsylvania Society oj the 
Cincinnatu 

<^ Fellow Citizens — ^In attending to the military and 
naval defence of the United States, nothing can be 
more gratifying to me, tlian to meet the surviving 
members of my associates in arms, who distinguish- 
ed themselves in our revolutionary contest. I can 
never forget the dangers of that great epoch, nor be 
indifferent to the merits of those who partook in 
them« 

«* To promote tranquillity at home, and respect 
abroad, by a firm and impartial administration, are 
among the highest duties of the chief magistrate of 
the United States. To acquit myself in the dis- 
charge of these duties, with advantage to my fellow 
citizens, will be the undeviating object of my zealous 
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exertions. Tlieir approbation will be the highest 
recompense which I can receive. 

"James Monroe. 

"Philadelphia, June 6, 18ir.*' 

A meeting had been previously called of the civil 
officers of the general and state governments, at the 
United States district court room, on ihe 5th of 
June, at twelve o'clock, noon; at which John Steele, 
esq. collector <rf the port of Philadelphia, was ap- 
pointed chairman, and Peter A. Browne, esq. secre- 
tary. A report was pres^ited by the committee of 
arrangements appointed at a previous meeting, in 
which they recommended the formation of a com- 
mittee, to consist of seven United States' officers, 
and seven state officers, to wait on the President of 
the United States, and to tender him the congratu- 
lations of this meeting, on his visit to the city of 
Philadelphia. A motion was accordingly made and 
seconded, and it was unanimously resotved, that such 
a committee should be appointed. The following 
named gentlemen were selected. — John Steele, Ro- 
bert Patterson, David Caldwell, William Duncan, 
William Jones, and James Glentworth, esquires, 
and Dr. John White; United States' officers. 

Joseph B. M^Kean, John Goodman, Thomas 
Truxtun, Joseph Reed, TRmothy Matlack, Jacob 
Rush, and Peter A. Browne, esquires; state officers. 

It was also moved, that Thomas M^Rean, esq. 
late governor of tlie commonwealth, should be added 
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to the committee; but, it being ascertained that a se- 
vere indisposition would prevent Mr. M^Kean fitim 
leaving his hpuse, his name was for that reason with- 
drawn, though it was immediately and unanimously 
reserved that it should appear on the minutes. 

In conformity with these resolutions, the commit- 
tee waited upon the President, and acquainted him 
with the proceedings of the meeting. 

Among other objects of the President's inspection, 
during his stay in this city, were the Custom House, 
the Bank of the United States, and the vacant ground 
at the Drawbridge, proposed as the scite for the 
erection of a new Custom House. He had taken an 
qiportunity also, to visit the late governor M'Kean, 
Mr. Thomas Willing^ and the widow of Robert 
Morris, esq. whose eminent financial services^ du- 
ring the revolutionary war, still live in the memory 
of his survivors. 
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CHAPTER IL 



The President leaves PhUaielphia and arrives at 
trentm — refteciions on his iHsit there — addressed 
by the recorder — proceeds to JV*ew Brunswick — to 
Elixabethtown Point — arrvoes at the seat of the 
Vice-President on Staten Island — JV*ew Fork — re- 
sdutions of the Common Council-'-address of the 
Corporatim-^tJie Cincinnatir^visits Castle WU^ 
liams, the fart at Bedlow^^ Island, and Brooklyn 
Heights — inducted into the JWu? Fork Institute — 
address of Mr. Clinton. 

Having first visited tbe Mint of the United States^ 
on Saturday the rthinst the President left Philadel- 
phia^ and accompanied by general Swift, Mr. Charles 
J. Ingersolly the district attorney for Pennsylvania, 
and his private secretary, Mr. Masun, proceeded on 
his route towards Trenton, the capital of New-Jer- 
sey, and the scene of his own individual gallantry, in 
the memorable attack, made by general Washington, 
at that place, upon the Hessians under colonel RaU, 
on the 25th and 26th of December 1776. He reach- 
ed the bridge, which crosses the Delaware below 
that city, sometime after sunset, and, his approach 
having been anticipated, he was received tliere by the 
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manicipal authorities, attended by a large concourse 
of citizens, and the volunteer troops of Trenton, un- 
der the conunand of captain Rossell. Approximating 
the ground upon which he had bleil in the. defence of 
his country, ja|| a brilliant epoch of the revolution, 
Ihe feelings w^whicb the President must have been 
inspired, may readily be conceived. To the success- 
ful result of the battle of Trenton, he had greatly . 
contributed, in the capacity of a lieutenant, at a six 
gun battery; and was severely woundc^d in the shoul- 
der, in a charge afterwards made upon the enemy's 
artillerists, in which they were driven from their 
post, with flie loss of two pieces. With this wound 
he was confined upwards of two months, at the man- 
sion of Judge Wynkoop, in Bucks county (Penn- 
sylvania), at an inconsiderable distance from the 
scene of action. Forty years had elapsed since the 
period of that important and memorable event, and 
the subaltern officer, who was then distinguished by 
his active patriotism, now approached the theatre of 
liis youthful enterprise, as the head of the nation, 
whose independence he had contributed to establish. 
His arrival was announced by the ringing of bells, 
and the discharge of a piece of field artillery, under 
the direction of captain Yard. From the bridge he 
was conducted by the military escort, to liis quarters, 
in the city, in firoht of which afue-de-joie was fired. 
The civil autiiorities having soon after called, to oflfer 
their respects, the honourable Mr. M^Neely, mayor, 
and Charles Ewing, esq. recorder of the city, and 
aldermen Broadhurst^ Taylor, and Smith, wer^ 
. c2 
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and exhausted, and accordingly he spent the whole 
of the following day at the vice-president's residence, 
in a private manner. 

At an early hour on the morning of the 11th, the 
steam boat Richmond, captain Bartholon^ew, hav^ 
ing on board a committee of the corporation, con- 
sfisting of aldermen Smith, Barkett, Stevens, Ark- 
ley and Schieffelin, with majors-general Morton and 
Mapes, and their suites, proceeded to Staten Island, 
for the purpose of conveying the President to New 
York. At ten o'clock, accompanied by the vice- 
president, general Swift, his secretary, and cap- 
tains Evans and Biddle, of the United States 
navy, he embarked under a salute from the United 
States brig Saranac. With this vessel, and the re- 
venue cutter before mentioned, in attendance, the 
Richmond made sail for New York, and upon pass- 
ing Castle Williams, a national salute was fired from 
that fort. The Richniond anchored off the West 
Battery about twelve o'clock, and a barge, hand- 
somely decorated for the occasion, was despatched 
to convey the company on shore. When his excel- 
lency landed, a number of official characters offered 
him their salutations. Horses having been provided, 
he then passed in review, attended by major-general 
Scott, and the military and naval officers, along a 
splendid line of military, composed of major-general 
Morton's division of artillery, and commanded by 
brigadier-general Stevens. When the review was 
ended, the President, escorted by colonel Werner's 
regiment of cavalry, together with the artillery^ the 
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Governor's Guai-ds, and another company of cavalry 
from Brooklyn, moved through Broadway to the 
City Hall, where he alighted, and received a march- 
ing salute. 

The novelty of such jbh event, as a visit from a 
President of the United States, drew together an im- 
mense concourse of spectators, to hehold his pablic 
entry. From tlie Battery to the Park, the houses 
along Broadway were crowded, and the entire mul- 
titude of people assembled, was supposed to exceed 
twenty thousand. The sq[ypearance and vivacity of 
the troops were such as to do them honour, and 
greatly contributed to the animation of the scene. 

Some days before the arrival of the President, a 
meeting had been held of the common council of the 
city of New York, at which the following resolutions, 
being presented by alderman Smith, were unani- 
mously agreed to: 

w Information being received that the President 
of the United States will arrive in this city in the 
course of a few days, and the common council, feel- 
ing themaelves called on by a sense of duty, to pay 
every respect to the exalted station which he fills,- 
and being also desirous of testifying the high sense 
which they entei-tain of his private and public worth ; 
therefore, 

'* Resolved, That on the Pre8ident^s arrival in this 
city, the common council will assemble in their cham- 
ber, and, with their pi-oper officers, will wait on his 
excellency, at such time 9S he sliall appoint; that his 
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honour tbe mayor, be requested then, on behalf of 
tiiis corporation, and of the citizens in general, to 
tender him our congratulations on his arrival; to 
testify to him the high respect, which the citizens of 
this place entertain for liis public and private vir- 
tues; and to express to him asf our sincere and ar- 
dent wish, that a gracious Providence may make him 
its peculiar care, and to its oth^ blessings, may add 
that of witnessing the increasing happiness and 
prosperity of our beloved country. 

** Resolvedf That his excellency be requested to ho- 
nour this corporation, by silting for his portrait, to 
be placed in the gallery of portraits belonging to the 
common councS. 

** Resolvedf That his excellency be respectfufly in- 
vited to partake of a public dinner, to be provided 
under the direction of the committee of arrange- 
ment.'* 

Agreeably to these resolutiohs, J. Radcliff, esq* 
mayor, and the members of the common councilj 
presented their congratulations to the President, im- 
mediately after he was shown into the apartment, 
appropriated to his use, in the upper story of the 
City Hall, in the following 

^ ADDRESS. 

<« Sir — ^The mayor, aldermen, and commonalty ot 
the city of New York, beg leave to present to yon 
their sincere congratulations on your arrival in this 
city. . \ 
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^* It is with pride and pleasure, that fliey see 
amongst them the cluef magistrate of the nation, ifi 
the capacity of a private citizen, reposing himself, 
with just confidence, in the afiections of a generous 
people^ and are haj^y to embrace this opportunity, 
on behalf of themselves and their fdlow citizens, to 
exjpcesQ to him the hi^ sense they entertain of his 
private virtues and public services. 

^^ Called by the voice ofi a nation of freemen to the 
first ^office in their power to bestow, you can possess 
no higher evidmioe of their approbation of your past 
conduct, and of their confidence in the able and faith- 
ful discharge of the important duties assigned to 
your present s^tion. Nothing can add to the force 
of this testimony, foimded as it is, w^ uncommon, 
iinanimity, on the sense of a free and enlightened 
peo^» 

<< We learn, with great satirfaction, that your 
present tour is connected with the object of carrying 
into eil^t, the measures of general defence, proposed 
by the congress of the United States, and that you 
have deemed them of sufficient importance to merit 
your personal attention. On this subject permit us 
to say, that our citizens feel a deep and lively inte- 
rest. This state, from its local situation, and "Exte- 
rior frontier, is peculiarly subject to become the the^^ 
tre of war 5 and the city of New York, whilst it 
affords the strongest temptation, is much exposed, 
from its natural position, to the attempts of a foreign 
enemy; although, ii| the late contest, it has not ac* 
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tuaUy been assailed, we presume it may, without ar- 
rogance, be said, that the extraoi*dinai7 and spirited 
exertions of our citizens, powerfully supported by 
the patriotic efforts of the people of this, and a neigh- 
bouring state, taught the enemy to bdieve, that such 
an attempt could hot be made with impunity. The 
wisdom of our government is displayed by the mea- 
sures now undertaken, to provide, in time of peace, 
the security required in war ; and we feel the highest 
confidence, that under your auspices, that security 
will be afforded for every future emergency. The 
present happy condition of our country, in general, 
demands our highest gratitude to the supreme Ruler 
of events, and opens to our view, great and interest- 
ing prospects. In a state of profound peace, after a 
conflict in which the rights of the nation have been 
exalted, we see a great people, united among them- 
selves ; devoted to a government of their choice; pos- 
sessing a countiy as fertile as it is extensive; evin- 
cing a spirit of enterprise, in the various employ- 
ments of agriculture, commerce and manufactures; 
ardent in the pursuit of science, and in cultivating 
the arts which adorn civilised society ; and advancing 
in population, power and wealth, with a rapidity 
hitherto unexampled; — ^the destinies of such a peo- 
ple, with the blesiangs of Providence, cannot be an- 
ticipated, and defy calculation. 

^< It is your happiness, sir, to have commenced 
your administration, at a period thus propitious and 
interesting ; and we have no doubt it will be your 
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great ambition; to bestow on these important objects^ 
aJI the patronage in your power, and justify the high 
expectations which have been formed. • 

«* That the jdeaaing prospects we have indulged, 
may be happily reaBzed, and that your administra- 
tion may, in all respects, eflfectually promote the best 
interests of the United States, and that you may long 
live to witness the prosperity of your country, and 
enjoy the esteem of ^^ virtuous people, is the ardent 
wish of those, on whose behalf I have the honour to 
address you. 

^ In behalf of flie corporation of the ciiy , I have 
the honour to be, with sentiments of the highest es- 
teem, your obedient servant, 

« J. RADcurr.*' 

To this appropriate address, in which the princi- 
pal objects of tiie tour were brought into view, the 
President made the subjoined reply. 

**To the Mayor, Aldermm, and Commofudty, of the 
City of mto York. 

** Fellow Citizens — ^In performing a duty, enjoined 
on me by the constitution and laws of the United 
States, I cannot express the satisfaction, which I de- 
rive from the intercourse to which it leads, with so 
many of my fellow citizens; and from the opportu- 
nity it affords to behold, in person, the blessings 
which ^m aH-gracious providence has bestowed upon 
them. 
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** In executing the laws which congress have wise- 
ly adopted, for the national defence, the Aflantic and 
inland frontiers of this state, by their exposed situa- 
tion, are entitled to particidar attention, lamaware, 
too, that this populous and flourishing cify, presents, 
in time of war, a strong temptation to the cupidity 
of an invading foe. It is in the spirit of tte laws 
which I am ca&ed to execute; it Is in tiie sjprit of 
the people, whom I representj to provide amply for 
the security of every part, according to the dangei* 
to which it is exposed. In performing this duty, I 
shall endeavour to be their faithful organ. 

** The present prosperous condition of our coun- 
try is, as you justly observe, the best proof of the 
excellence of our institutions, and of the wisdom 
with which they have been administered. 
^< It affords, too, a solid ground, on which to in- 
dulge the most favourable anticipations as to the fu- 
ture. An enlightened people, educated in the prin« 
ciples of liberty, and blessed with a free government, 
bold, vigorous, and enterprising, in the pursuit of 
every just and honourable attainment; united by the 
strong ties of a common origin, of interest and af- 
fection; possessed of a vast and fertile territory; 
improving in agriculture, in the arts, and manufac- 
tures; extending their commerce to every sea; al- 
ready powerful, and rapidly increasing in population^ 
have every inducement, and every means, whereby 
to perpetuate these blessings to the latest posterity. 

** The honourable tennination of the late war, 
whereby the rights of the nation were vindicaled^ 
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fihovld not lull us into reposei the eveiito attmding 
it, skow our vulnerable points, and it is in time of 
peace that we ought to provide, by strong works^ 
fiur their defcaice. The gallantry and good conduct 
of our army, navy, and militia, and the patriotism 
of our cittsens generally, so Conspicuously display- 
ed in that war, may always be relied on* Aided by 
such w<»rki^, our frcmtiers will be impregnable. 

^ Devoted to the priociides of our government^ 
finam my earliest youth; and satic^ed that the great 
biessinga which we ^yoy^ are, under divine provi- 
dencoj imputable to that great cause, it will be th« 
object of my cmebaA and zeahaas efforts, to give to 
theae prindplea their best effect. Should I, by theso 
eflforts, contribute in any degree to the hardness of 
my fellow citizens, I shall derive from it, the high- 
est gratification of which my mind is susceptiUe. 

^< James Monbo£«'^ 

When the ceremony with the mwiicipal officel9 
had been concluded, the Society of the Cincinnati 
was mtroduced to tiie President, and the foUowkig 
address was presented by one of ils principal mem* 
bcfs. 

<< To James Mmroe^ Prerident of the United States. 

u gir — ^1^ i^ew York Society of Cii^innati, take 
tub opportimity, when your important duties as chief 
mi^istrate of the Umted States, have procwed for 
this city, the honour of a visit/to present to you the 



40 A NARBATiyE OF 

assurances, of liieir respect^ and of their cordial dis^ 
position to si^porty with all their power^ the mea- 
sures which tii<b wisdom of the government shall 
adopts to promote the honour and welfiire of our be^ 
loved country. 

" Your presence, sir, recals those patriotic emo- 
tions, in which the Society of Cincinnati originated ; 
and as a distinguished individual among the officers 
of the revolutionary war, of which the society was 
composed, you are associated with the pleasing rd^ 
collections, which we cherish, of tiie result ei that 
ardent struggle. 

<^ We : beg j<m to accept oor sincere wishes t&t 
your personal hajq»iness, and the assurance of «ttr 
high esteem and consideration." 

The pleasure witii which the Presid^it recfsived 
13us address, is indicated in his reply. 

*« To the Memben of the JVtw York SodeUi of 
Cmcmnati. 
** Fellow Citizens — ^The o^wrtunity which my 
visit to this city, in the discharge of important pub- 
lic duties, has presented, ei meeting the New Yojrk 
Society of Cincinnati, with many of whom I WM 
wdl acquainted in our revolution, affbrds me he£u*t- 
felt satisfaction. It is impossible to meet any of 
those patriotic citizens, whose valuable services were 
60 intimately connected with tlmt great even^ witii- 
ottt recollections which it is equally just and bonour^ 
able to cherish. 
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«^Iii your support of all premier measures for a 
national defence, and the advancement of the public 
welfare, I have the utmost confidence. Those whose 
zeal and patriotism, wereso fully tried in that great 
struggle, wiU never fail to rally to the standard of 
their counlry in any canergency • 

" James Monboe.** 

The President was then escorted, by the cavalry, 
to the rooms prepared for his reception, in Gibson's 
Hotel, in Wall street, where he dined in Company 
Willi several eminent characters. Among the guests 
were, the Vice-^president of the United States, the 
honourable Dewitt Clinton, the honourable Rufus 
King, flie military officei-s and their suites, the naval 
officers. General Ebenezer Stevens, colonels Willett 
and Piatt, and major Fairlie. When general Ste- 
vens was presented to the President, the latter re?- 
marked, «that it gave him at all times peculiar 
pleasure, tti take an officer of the war of indikpen- 
dence by the hand.** 

Various transparencies were exhibited in front of 
the City Hall, the New York Museum, and other 
public buildings, which \wre also brilliantly illumi. 
nated on the occasion, and in the midst of the exte- 
rior decorations of the Theatre, was a splendid full 
length portrait of the President. 

Castle WilMams, on Govemor^s Island, th^ fort 
at Bedlow*s Mand, and the navy yard, being the 
most prominent objects of the President's tour, upon 
this station, his first business on the morning of the 
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ISth^ was to go through the inspectioii of these se- 
veral public works; in the performance of which^ he 
was accompanied by m^r*general Scott, of the 
United States armj. The customary salutes were 
fired on his anival at each of these places. At half 
past one o'clock^ he attended at the governor's room, 
in the City Hall, where he received the personal re- 
spects of a great number of citizens, after which, he 
dined with his relation, Mr. Knox, in Greenwich 
street* 

In the afternoon of the same day, the Academy of 
Arts, the Hospital, the New Alms-house at BeUevue, 
and other public establishments, underwent hiis exa- 
mination. In the evening he was attended to the 
Theatre by the members of the corporation. 

The Literary and Philosophical Society of New 
York, having elected Mr. James Monroe, to a fel- 
lowship, on the evening of Wednesday, the llth of 
June, was especially convened, on the following Fri- 
day morning, for the purpose of receiving and ini- 
tiatii^ him. Accordingly, after having performed 
his tour around the fortifications on Brooklyn heights, 
his excellency repaired at the appointed hour tp the 
New York Institute. Tl^ several apartments, con- 
taining the exhibitions of the Academy of the Fine 
Arts; the Mineralogical and Zoological cabinets; 
the Historical collections, &c.; were thrown open to 
him, and his suite, and his excellency Dewitt Clin- 
ton, president of the Institute, in behalf of the so* 
ciety, addressed him in the following manner: 

ic Sir—- As it has been the usage of this society. 
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to enrol among its members, such chi 
distinguished for their virtues, their intellectual 
powers, and their literary attainments, it affords me 
great pleasure to inform you, that you have been 
unanimoiuiy admitted an honorary member ; the 
highest honour in our power to bestow; and it is 
peculiarly gratifying to find, that on this occasion^ 
the honour which is coi^rred is reflected on the in- 
stitution. 

^ Viewing, in the course of your past life, a cer- 
tai|i pledge of an able and patriotic administration, 
we are fuOy persuaded, that you will always keep 
steadily in. view* the gi*eat interests of literature and 
science, as inseparably identified with tiie honour, 
the giory, and^the prosperity of our country/* 

Being regularly inducted into the Institute, the 
President made an extempore i*eply, to this flatter- 
ing address, which has been collected with as much 
accuracy as possible, in these words : 

« Sir — ^i cannot express the sensibility I feel on 
this occasion. 

<* The high honour thus unanimously conferred, 
by tiie members of this respectable institution, wfll 
ever be cherished by me with grateful recollection; 
nor can I but be sensible to the flattering manner in 
which you, sir, have communicated this expression 
of thdr kindness. 

'< I beg leave to assure yon, and the members of 
this association, that as far as my influence may ex- 
tend^ it shall be exerted in promoting the interests 
of science and literature, as among the most efficient 
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means of preserving the integrity of our republican 
form of government, and the honour of our country.'* 

The meeting of the Ii^sititute being adjourned, the 
President visited the Orphan Asylum, the Peniten- 
tiary, and the State Prison, and dined with Mrs. 
Govemeur, sister to Mrs. Monroe. 

A meeting of the American Society for the En- 
couragement of Ammcan Manufactureil, was held 
in the evening of this day, at the assembly room in 
the City Hotel, the proceedings of which, as they 
are intimately connected with the President's to?Jr, 
and form a principal feature in its course, and as the 
subject itself is one of particular interest to all classes 
of society, are inserted at length, in the following 
chapter. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Proceedings of the Society for the Eneouragement (^ 
American MmafacHres — IrUroduetion of the Pre- 
sidewt — Beport of the Corresponding Committee — 
iheir Mdress-^Ekction of Messrs. Mams, Jeffer^ 
son, and Madison^-^4heir Letters — the Prendent 
proceeds to West Point — returns to JWur Tork-^ 
inspects the Forts at the Mtrrows — visits 8andy 
Hook — departs for Mw Haven. 

The Ammcaafi Society for the Encouragement of 
American Manufactures^ met on Friday evenings the 
1 Stii, at the assembly room in the City Hotel. Daniel 
D. Tompkins, president of the society, took the chair, 
supported by the vice-presidents, colonel Feu, and 
John Ferguson esq. The society being organized, 
James Monroe, president of the United States, was 
proposed as a member^ whereon, the presiding oflSL- 
cer suggested, that tiie usual form df ballot be dis- 
pensed witii, and that James Monroe be received 
as a member. A motion to diis effect was tiben made 
and carried unanimously. Messrs. Morris, Golden, 
and Pierson, were appointed a committee, to wait on 
the president of the United States, to inform him of 
bis being elected^ and to solicit the honour of his 
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attendance at the meetings to which he politdy as- 
itented, and being inducted hy the coininittee> took 
his seat on the right of the i»^esiding officer, who 
immediately rose, and in an esEten^ore and eloquent 
address, assured his excellency, of the high sense 
entertained by the society, of the ho!K)ur he con- 
ferred, by assenting to become one of its members, 
which created a confidence, that be woald d^ all 
wUch he consistently could, to prraiote the vie^ 
with wMch the society was instituted. 
. To which his excc^eney replied^ with hbk* elo- 
quence and force, tiiat he duly appreciated the ob- 
jects of the institution^ whiob were {lai^ulariy dear 
to him, from th^ being intanaitely cwmected with 
the real independence of our c^imttjf a»d dosed, 
with an assurance that he would use his efforts, as far 
as the g^oeral iaterest of the country would permit, 
tp promote the patcLotic and laudable ollfects of fb< 
iociefy* 

John AdaB»i Thomas Jeflferson, and James Ma- 
dison^ Yn^ then separately proposed as manhers, 
$atd admitted unaiumously, the usual formr of ballot 
being, on m($t}<m, dispensed with. 
, The ccairesqiondingxomwittee offered tibe foltow- 
ijQg.repof^ with an address from the peai of C# D- 
Colteii esq* which were severely read*. 

« Report of the Corresponding Committee of the So- 
ciety for the Encouragement of Domestic Manu- 
factures. 

«^The onxei^ponffing c(»mi^ttee^ ekc^ 
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ance of the third artide of the constitiitioii, for the 
curreHt year, respectfoDy report :•— 

« That immediately after the meeting of the so- 
ciety^^heW on the 31st Deeeiitber, 1 815, they took the 
speediest measures for carrying into effect the reso- 
lutioiw, respecting the printing and publishing the 
address then reported and adopted. They accord- 
ingly caused to be printed five thousand copies ; one of 
which was transmitted to the President of the United 
States, andtone to each<tf &e members of congresi^ 
and heads of departments of the general goTem* 
meat, and to the goveinors and members of tlie legisi 
latupes tf tke stat;es respectively, as far as the same 
was practieable. 

"Tour committee, in fiirtlier pursuance of the 
Mes delegated to them, caused a memorial to b^ 
drawn \sp on behalf of the society, addressed to the 
congress of the United States, praying for the per- 
manency of the duties imposed by the tariff: the 
Iffohibttion of cotton goods, manufactured beyond 
the cape of Good Hope; such revisiM andno^ifil 
cation of flie revenue laws, as might prevent smug- 
gling, false invoices, and other fraads; for a du^ 
often per cent, on auction sales, with the exceptions 
therein stated; for a recommendation to the olBlcers 
of the army and nslvy, and to M dvU officers, to be 
clothed in American fUirics ; that all paUic supplies 
for tbe army and navy might be of American manii^ 
facture ; and for such other protection as might place 
onr mercantile smd manu&cturing interests beyond 
^ readi of ^Mreign influence. 
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<< It is with pleasure and gratitude your eomniittee 
have learned, that the war department, has given an 
entire prrference to domestic manu&cture, suid as 
much, is confidently Ii^^ed bom the dcjiartm^it of 
the navy, 

'^ Tour eomniittee elected a delegate to proceed 
with the same to the seat of gov'emment. 

'^ Memorials of stmilai- import, were drawn up by 
the merchants of this city, and by the citizens at 
large, respectively; and another member of your 
commiltee was deputed by the merchants, who also 
appointed a citizen of New York, then in the city of 
Washington, to oo-operato with the delegates of this 
society, and caused the above named memotials to 
be laid before congress, with instructions to sdicit 
and promote tiie objects of them, by their best en- 
deavours* 

*^ The delegates, on their way to the seat of gov- 
ernment, took occasion to explain to certain respect- 
able and influential citizens of Philadelphia and Bal- 
timore, the object, views, and motives of fliis so- 
ciety, and the nature of their mission: and had the 
satisfaction, during the short period of one^day, in 
eadi of these cities, to witness the formation oS kin- 
dred associations, Whose proceedings have been long 
since made public; and whidi, by their intelligence, 
patriotism, capital, and character, have pt>ved an 
inappreciable acquisition to the cause of domestic 
industry, 

" During their residence in the city of Washing- 
ton, the said delegates, witti the aid and co-<^ratioa 
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of iheir coUeagae, made a similaPy and no less suc-^ 
cessfol appeal^ to the citizens of Washington^ 
Georgetown^ and Alexandria; who, at a meeting 
conv-ened by public notice, instituted and organized 
an association, entitled the Metropolitan Societyf*-^ 
the proceedings of this association have also been 
madepnbjUc; and their zeal, influence, and respec- 
tability, have done much in rousing the spirit of 
inquiry, and promoting the true interests of their 
country. 

^* The delegates were heard with much attention 
by tiie committee of cconmerce and manufactures of 
the bouse of representatives, to whom the above me- 
morials were referred, and that conmiittee reported 
in part by a bill, for the continuance of the existing 
duties upon importations as prayed; and rderred 
the otiier matters more irhmediatdy connected with 
the revenue to the secretary of the treasury^ whose 
ofttnions^ we tbinfc ourselves aadhorixed to state, 
were in Dnison with the prayer of the memorialists* 
And although the lateness of the session, and the 
mass of unfinished business, prevented the immedi- 
ate attamment of the objects desired, yet the wisest 
and most experienced in and out of congress, (the 
enlightened members of the committee of the house 
included) were of opinion, that nothing would be lost 
by the dekiy^ as every day would offer new manifes- 
tstOms of the public sentiment, and the circum^ 
stances of the times be more fuUy developed, and 
^^erate as a law of necessity* 

^< It may be important also to state the friendly 
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intimatioii of the commiUee itself, that mthmg would 
fnare conduce iofuHre success, than an^autlienttc 
collection of facts, tending to show the value of the 
property embarked in domestic manufactures, the 
greaJt portion of which was jeopardized by the causes 
set forth, and the Um and irreparable injury the 
cammunity must suffer firom neglect, and indifference 
to so essential an interest As that information could 
be best collected and embodied by the ftctive indus- 
try of this and other societies, we mention as an ad-* 
ditional stimulus to exertion and efbrts well cwn- 
bined, sUid vigorously sustained, and we trust that 
all citizens^ who prize the lasting ii^ependence of 
their country, who rejoice in its general and indivi- 
dual prosperity, will take pride and pleasure in shar- 
ing so gen^t>us a task* 

<< The two delegates who proceeded together from 
this city, were gratified, in returning through the 
town of Lancaster, in Pennsylvania, to witness the 
formation of an association of dtizens, possessed of 
every qualification to be useful; talent, influence, 
and capital. They were there as on the former occa^ 
sions, invited to explain the view and tendency of 
their mbsion, and had the pleasure to find the prin- 
eiples of this institution, aj^roved, adopted^ and 
promptly acted upon by their respected fellow cUi- 
z^is. 

^* Numerous societies have eotemp(HraneousIy sinA 
in rapid succession aris^i tliroughout the uidon : 
many have announced themselves by publicationa 
foil of energy pud m9i*ked with intellig^ce. Begu- 
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tar commuiiicatioiis have been transmitted •to us 
&om the societies at Wilmiiigton^ in the state of 
Delaware^ Mddletown^ Hartford^ aaid litchfield^ 
in Connecticnt; Rome^ and other places in the state 
of New York ; and we have fuU authority to say 
that Ohio, Kentucky, New Jersey, Virginia, and 
Missismppi, will soon add their |strength and weight 
to tiie common .stock. 

^' The most eminent joumtdists, without regard to 
political or parfy relations, have lent their unbought 
talents; and essays have s^^ared in their columns 
which would do honour to any country, or to any 
cause. The periodical publications of most acknow-^ 
ledged merit and extensiye circulation, have like- 
wise appnojHiated their labours to the service of theiB 
country; and, ^ far as their sphere extended, hav0 
put prejudice to flight and ignorance to shame. 

<< A pampUet has been completed by a judicious 
and masterly hand in the city of Philadelphia, from 
the report of the celebrated Alexander Hamilton, 
made by that statesman in the year 1790, when se** 
cretary of the treasury, by order of the house of 
representatives. This paper has been eminently 
serviceable, inasmuch as it brings back the judgment 
of the' reader to the natural order of things, before 
the distorted and disjointed relations of tlie civilized 
woild had habitiuited mankind to disturbed and 
crooked views, and fallacious reliances upon ephe- 
meral hqpes and transient speculations. It estab* 
lishes princifdes, pure and unerring — and has the 
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merit'not only of sa^ predictions^ but of pnqihecies 
fiilfined. 

. ^Mt is impossible to notice all ttie valuaUe tracts 
that patriotic excitement has given birth to^ witiiin 
tiie short period since our institution led the way; 
the addresis of the society of Middletown, in Con- 
necticttt^ and the report of the committee ttf Pitts- 
burgh, reprinted by order of the house of represen- 
tatives^ are documents deserving much attention; 
and it is to be wished, that a collection of the most 
of these valuable tracts, should be embodied and 
preserved; they are so many pledges to the public, 
of the faith and loyaUy of the citizens* 

^< The address of the society has been reprinted 
and circulated in such abundance, in so many differ* 
ent forms, and noticed with so much favour, that it 
4s impossible for us to retire from the Jiront of the 
^ba^itler^wbeve we first appeared, without some loss 
of character. It is our turn iiow^ to take the next 
step in the field of generous emulation, and we diould 
meet, m^rre than half way, every overture to cor- 
respondence and co-operation. We should acknow- 
ledge our obligations for the confidence reposed m 
us, and for the light and instruction reflected upon us. 
, ^ So far your committee have traced their pro- 
gress in the execution of their trust; so far our bade 
has adventured with a favouring gale; for although 
we lament that some of our fabrics must suffer within 
this year, irreparable loss; yet we trust, that the 
certainty, with which they may count upon tiie fos- 



THll PRBSmENT»S TOUR. S3 

ixfing cape of the government^ will in general re* 
store courage, confidence, and credit | and enable 
fte greater part, to ride out the stwitt. The im- 
menae losses, at wldch our markets are glutted^ can^ 
not endure for many years, and little can he see, 
who does not read the rii»ing prosperify of oar manu- 
fedares, at no distant day, and wWi it, the p^wer> 
haziness, and security of this high favoured land. 

"Yottr committee comidering the interests of 
conunerce and manufactures as inseparable and 
identical, cannot close tliis report without noticing 
an evil which has grown to an alarming extent. 

"The present system of auction sales of recent 
date, in this country, and an anomaly in the history 
of commerce, has nearly exploded all regular busi- 
ness; and the auctioneer, whose office was formerly 
9tdf0rdmate to that of the merchant, is now nearly 
the only selter | and if sub&r^ifrtak to anif, merely to 
a foreign princiqpal. If any sales are now made by 
the regular trader, they are occasional and suj^Ie- 
meiKtary. 

^^ Commeftiat education, orderly habits^ atid so- 
b^r pursuits, facmour and good faith, too fatal^ 
yield to gamblkig speculatikins and friudi^nt c^/u^ 
triva»ces; lie beMfits^ if any, &at result fi^m 
tins extraordinary moni^ioly^ dearly paM for by flie 
rum of a class^ whone indudCi^ was flie Mfe of the 
coflBmuBity, and thi^ougb them^ hi a grettteir or less 
degree, of the various and nttmerou» deseri|»tion df 
persons, vfhb^ wltbout being eommereial^ depend 
upon commeree for fheir i^pMrt: «nd tf enceflie 
^2 
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merchant disappears from the scene; if the source 
is once destroyed, the thousand channels which it 
fed, become dry and fruitless; the proprietor, the 
mechanic, the artist, the labourer, follow in the 
train, and must seek elsewhere for subsistence, 

<< Already has the public feeling remonstrated 
S^gainst this abuse ; but the practice has still prevail- 
ed. The established merchant, it has been shown, 
ttkust ever be unable to compete with the stranger 
who is charged with no contribution to the public 
service, subjected to no rent or household expendi- 
ture, none of the costs or charges of a conunercial 
establishment, nor taxes ni»* impositions for the sup- 
port of the government. 

" Your committee, therefore, refer this subject 
to the most serious attention of the society, that the 
most suitable means of investigation may be adopted 
to sttbstantis^ its truth and to procure relief/' 

ADDRESS. 

** All who b«}|eve that the happiness and independ- 
ence^ of our country, are connected with the pros- 
perity of our manufactures, must rejoice to see the 
chief magistrate of the nation, honouring, with his 
l^sence, a^ociety instituttd for their protection and 
encouragement. Knowing that the .manufacture$ of 
the United States cannot in their infant state, resist 
the rivalship of foreign nations, without tiie patnmr 
ffge of the government, it is consoling to find, that 
ie to whpm the unanimous voice of a free people has 
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ccHBinitted tlie hi^iest office, has not oiAj consented 
to become a memier of our institution^ but that he 
avails himself of the first opportunity, of giving it 
the countenance and support of his attendance. 

<< An. incident like this may form a new era in the 
history of society. In other countries the influence 
of the magistrate is felt only firom the operation of 
his laws, or through the iostrunientality of his su<* 
h<»tlinate agents, while^ on the other hand, he de- 
rives his information through intermediate channels. 
But our happy constitutuAi places the people and 
their officers in such relations to each other, that they 
may have a mutual and direct intercourse; and we 
now behold the first magistrate oi a great nation^ 
seeking at its source the information, which win en- 
able him to know the wants and wishes of the coun- 
try, A life, devoted to the good of his country, 
gives us assurance, that it is oriy necessary to make 
him aeguainkd with what will promote its happiness, 
to insure aU the suppcnrt which may be derived from 
his high station. It is now too late to question the 
advantages of manufactures. All history shows us 
how much they have contributed to the prosperity of 
every state, where they have been ^icouraged. In- 
deed we find that in some instances, they have been 
the sources of all the wealth and power of a people. 
As they have prospered or dedinedf nations have 
risen or swnk» Even wealthy without manufactures^ 
and commerce^ has <mly served to degrade a great 
conununity, by the introdnction of that luxury, which 
was purchased wiQi the produce of inexhaustible 
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mines of goUL But k is not as tliey are ^(mreeg of 
wealth, tiOLt an American must feel the deepest in- 
U^KMt in the fate of our manufactures^ tbeymert 
nearly concern us, as they are connected with onr 
indepenfienee. For how shall we avmd the if^v^nee 
of foreign nations^ while we suffer ourselyes to be 
depmident on them, no^ only for ttie iuxuneSf bat the 
necessaries of life! Can that nation feel ipdepend- 
ent^ which has no reliance but nfon foreign hands 
for the fabrics which are to clothe her citizens? For 
manu&ctured materiats which are necessary for the 
construction of tbeir dwellings, and for the tools 
withr which they are to cuHiTate their soil? 
^ <* But sueh has been our situation, (unknown al- 
iBOst to ourselves) until a jealousy of our prosperity 
provoked a war, which barred us from the WorlLsbops 
of England; and then we found we were in. some 
meamre oldiged to rely on a treasontMe trade, to 
clothe the anmes, wMch met her on the field of bt^ 
tie* The very powder which generated the thunder 
of our cannon, was sometimes British maaulk^tare^ 
and the stripedlmnting may often have been £rom ^ 
same loom with the f^tifss of St. George, over which 
it 00 frequently waved in triumph. 

«< Such a state of tMngs, covHA not but awaken t^ 
qiirit ^d enterprise of Americans* AeeAM the 
agitations et war, wl^e one pat of the pofudatira 
was rani^ng itself und^ the mSitary bMneaii of our 
country; anotiier devoted itself %» ker teterest iA 
another farm. Manufactures arose^ as if by eHebanC« 
ment— <m every stream^ she formed for herself iq»a- 
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cious dwellings, and collected in theni many thoH- 
sands^ who in no other way could contribute to the 
general weal. Those too young, or too old to bear 
arms, who had not strength for agricultural labours 
— ^the female, whose domestic services could be dis- 
pensed with in her family — foui^ here a means of 
individual gain, and of adding to the public prospe- 
rity. In a short three years, the pr^uee rf our 
looms rivalled foreign productions, and the nation 
with which we were contending, felt more alarm 
from the progress of our maimfactures, than she did 
from the success of our arms. But peace came. While 
we were at war, the warehouses of England were 
filled with the produce of the labour which a loss of 
market had enabled her to purchase at a depreciated 
pne^» The moment intercourse between the coun- 
tries was opened, her hoarded stores were thrown 
upon us, and we were deli^ed with the manufac- 
tures which had been waiting the event They coidd 
be 8€M without profit, because the foreign manufac- 
turer thought himself fortunate, if he could realise 
the capital which he had been obliged to expend, to 
support his establishment \ylule there was no sale for 
wares. # 

^< But he was content to bear a loss, because, in 
the words of an English statesman, * it was well 
worth while to incur a loss upon the first exporta- 
tion, in order by the gbit, to stifle in the cradle, those 
rising manufactures in the United States, which the 
war had forced into existence.' It would have been 
surprising, indeed, if our infant manufactures, the 
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cstablislaiient of whicli, had generally exhausted 
the capitals of tiiose who emhajrked in them^ could 
have sustai&ed themsdves under such circimistanejBs 
without any aid or 8iq[>port from tihe govemmenty 
without any means of countervailing the effects of 
the sacrifices which foreigners were willing to make 
tw their destruction. How wero they to maintain 
themselves? It was impossible — many of them sunk 
-—but we hc^> to rise again. The attention of the 
l^ovemment, was too ardently directed dumg the 
war, to other objects, to perceive the policy or ne- 
ces^ty of that iH*otedion, which the manufactiaing 
interest did not tAan qqiear to want. Bat now ihsit 
peace will leave our legislators free to consider and 
provide for the real independence, and permanent 
ppQsperity of our country ; now, when we haive at 
the head of our administnition, a citizen, whose pre* 
sence here this evening, assures us of Ihe iirinn-est he 
takes in the objects of our institution, we may hope 
that American manufactures will receive all the 
countenance and support, that can be derived from 
tiie power of the government. Let that power be ex- 
erted only so far as to counteract the policy of fo- 
reign nations, and every American may be gratified 
in the pride of wearing the produce of the American 
soil, manufactured by American hands. Jigain, shall 
the surplus population of our great cities, and the 
feeble powers of women and children, find that means 
of useful and profitable employment, which manu&c- 
tures alone can afford them. Jigain shall the pa- 
triotic and enterprising capitalist, find advantages in 
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devoting his means and mind ta objectsr so calculated 
to promote the prosperily and happiness of his coun- 
try. And again shall foreign nati(»is dread to see us 
rising to that reel, indqiendence^ which we never can 
in truth enjoy, while we depend on any bat our- 
adves for the fir^t necessaries of life. The society 
b^ leave to testify to the chief magistrate of the na« 
tion, the Ugh sense they entortain of the honour bQ 
has confiearred upon them by his presence at this 
time^ and sincerely participate in the feelings, which 
have been so universally m^nfested on his visit to 
our f^ty, and most cordially tender him their best 
wifidies for his health and h^piness.^' 

The report and address being read> the President 
of flie United States withdrew, and the society ad- 
journed : first, however, having instructed the secre- 
tary to inform the new members, by letter, of their 
dection. As the ^nsactions, this evening, of the 
American Manufacturing Society, appear to have 
been an immediate result of Mr. Mom-oe's visit to 
New York, and the election, at Msmomcni^ of these 
g^itlemen, as well as of himsdf, seeming to be a 
conaequeai^ growing out of his tqur, it is deemed 
not (Mdy proper, but necessary^ that the correfiqpon* 
d^Qce, which passed between the society and them** 
selves, should be given in detail.^ The insertion of 
it will serve, also, to devdope tp the reader, the dis* 
tinct vii^ws entertaii^ed, by tiiese distinguished men, 
of ^qch ii]^titutioi|s« 
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"New York, June 14, 1817. 

« Sir— The American Society for the Encourage- 
ment of Domestic Manufactures, instituted in this 
city, sensible of the zeal you have uniformly dis- 
played, in the promotion <^ every object, connected 
with the welfare and independence of our country, 
had the honour to elect yott a member at their last 
meeting, convened on ttie 13th inst. for the purpose 
of initiating into the sopiety, James Monroe, Pred- 
dent of the United States. 

*^ It would afford me the highest gratification to 
announce to the society, your assent to become one 
of its members- 

^' I have the honour to be. Sir, with respect and 
consideration, your obedient servant, 

<* D. Lykch, jun." 

« Quincy, June 23, 18ir! 

*< Sir— I have received the letter, you did me the 
honour of writing to me, on the 14th of this month, 
announcing to me my election, by the American So- 
ciety for tiie Encouragement of Domestic Manufac- 
tures, instituted in New York, as a. member: sm 
honour made more illustrious by the presence of the 
President of the United States. 

<* Be pleased. Sir, to present my respects to the 
Society, and my thanks for the honour they have 
done me ; and to assure them, if the best wishes of a 
man at eighty-one years of age^ can promote the 
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wise purposes of their institution, I shall be a useful 
-member. For according to my superficial view of 
political economy in civilized society, next to agri- 
culture, which is the^rst and most splendid, manu- 
factures are second, and navigation'the third. With 
agriculture, manufactures, and navigation, all the 
commerce which can be necessary or useftil to the 
happiness of a nation will be secured. 

« Accept my thanks for the civility with which 
you have communicated the vote of the Society to 
their and your Mend, 

^ ^* John Adams. 
** D. LxNCH, jun. esq. Secretary of the American 

Society for the £ncour.agement of Domestic Ma- 

nufactures.*' 

** Monticello, June 26, 1817. 
^f Siiw-I am thankful for the honour done me by 
an association with the American Society for the 
Encouragement of Domestic Manufactures, insti- 
tuted in New York. The histoiy of tlie last twenty 
years has been a sufficient lesson for us all, to depend 
for necessaries on. ourselves alone ; and I hope that 
twenty years more, will place the American hemis- 
phere under a system of ita own, essentially peace- 
able and industrious, and not needing to extract its 
comforts out of the eternal fires raging in the old 
world. The eQbrts of the members of your institu- 
tion being necessarily engaged in their respective 
vicinages, I consider myself, by their choice, as but 
a link of union between the promoters there and here 
of the same patriotic objects. Praying you to pre- 



62 A NABRATIVE OF 

sent to the Society, my just acknowledgment for 
this mark of attention, I tender to yourself the assu- 
rance of my great respect and consideration* 

. « Th: Jefverson. 
" Mr. Lynch." 

« Mtmfpeffier, June 27, 1817. 

a Sir — ^i have received your letter of the iSth inst. 
informing me that the American Society for the En- 
couragement of Domestic Manufactures, has been 
pleased to elect me one of its members. 

** Although I appr<T\'c the policy of leaving to the 
sagacity of individuals, and to the impulse of private 
interest, the application of industry and capital, I 
am equally persuaded that in this, as in other cases, 
there are exceptions to the general rule, which do 
not impair the principle of it. Among these excep- 
tions, is the jjolicy of encouraging domestic manu- 
factures, within certain limits, and in reference to 
certain articles. 

«« Without entering into a detailed view of the 
subject, it may be remai'ked, that every prudent na- 
tion mil wish to be independent of other nations, for 
the necessary ailicles of food, of i-aiment, and of de- 
fence; and pai*ticular considerations applicable to 
the United States, seem to strengthen the motives to 
this independence. 

" Besides the articles falling under the above de- 
scription, there niay be others, for manufacturing 
which, natui*al advantages exist, which requii-e. tern- 
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porary iiiterpositioiis for bringing them into regular 
and successful activity. 

<< Where "the ftind of industry is acquired from 
abroad^ and not withdrawn, nor withheld from other 
domestic employments, the case speaks for itself. 

<< I will only add, that among the articles of con- 
sumption and use, the preference, in many cases, is 
decided merely by fashion or habit. As far as equap 
lity, and still more, where a real superiority is found 
in the articles, manufactured at home, all must be 
sensible, that it is politic and patriotic to encourage 
a preference of tiiem, as affording a more certain 
source of supply for every class, and a more cer- 
tain market for the surplus products of the agricul- 
tural class. 

<* With these sentiments, I beg you to make my 
acknowledgments for the marks of distinction con^ 
ferred on me, and which I accept from respect for 
tile society, and for its objects, rather than from any 
hope of being useful as a member. - To yourself, I 
tender my friendly respects. 

' *< James Madison.'* 

The steam boat Chancellor Livingston, captain 
Wiswall, being in readiness to convey the President 
to West Point, he embarked on board that vessel, 
at ten o'clock on the morning of the 14 th, attended 
by the mayor, and a deputation from the corpora- 
tion. 

At the moment of her departure, she was honour- 
ed with a salute of nineteen guns from tiie Saranac, 
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and Active cutter, which was repeated by the seve- 
ral forts on the Hudson. From the time of his arri- 
val there, until the morning of Tuesday 17th, he 
was engaged in reviewing the pupils, at the military 
academy, in all the various branches of their edu- 
cation, and in examining Fort Putnam, and its de- 
pendencies. He returned to New- York, that even- 
ing, in the steam boat Paragon. 

Proceeding from the head quarters of general 
Scott, at half past 11 o'clock, intlie morning of the 
18th, he embarked in an elegant barge, manned with 
sixteen oarsmen, for the United States steam frigate, 
Fulton the First, which had been anchored opposite 
the Battery several hours before. Upon ascending 
the deck, the usual salutes were fired, and in a short 
time, she was under way for the Narrows. Not- 
withstanding the prevalence of an advei*se gale, and 
an unfavourable tide, this immense vessel reached 
the fortifications at that place in two hours: Upon 
landing at Fort Diamond, he was again saluted by 
the batteries of the steam frigate, and those of the 
garrison. 

The inspection being over, and the President hav- 
ing expressed his satisfaction at the extreme neat- 
ness, good order, and discipline, prevailing through- 
out the difierent foiis, he repaired to the seat of the 
vice-president, on Staten Island, and the steam 
Mgate returned, at 7 o'clock that evening, to the 
navy yard. Whilst on board this frigate, tiie Pre- 
sident was presented with his diploma from the Lite- 
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rary and Philosophical Society, by the honourable 
Dr. Samuel L. Mitchell. 

On the 19th, accompanied by his excellency Dewitt 
Clinton, the governor electa major-general Scott, 
the honourable Rufus King, colonel Humphreys, 
his honour judge Van Ness, (of the supreme district 
court,) general Morton, and others, he made an ex- 
cursion to Sandy Hook, on board the steam boat 
Connecticut, captain Bunker^ and at 7 o'clock, on 
the morning of the 20th, took his departure for New 
Haven, on board the same vessel, attended by the 
cutter and the Saranac. 



rS 
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CHAPTER IV. 



The President arrives at JV*ew Haven — resolutions of 
the Citizens— -Middletown — address of the Corpora* 
Hon there^-the President proceeds to Hartford — ad- 
dress of the Citizens — he repairs to Springjidd^ 
and visits the United States Jtrmory — receives a 
Committee from, tlie Citizens — resolutions at JSTew 
Londmit — the President arrives there — is addressed 
by the Common Council — visits Fort TrumbvU — 
the town ofGroton and Fort Griswoldr^makes an 
excursion up the Tliames — sails front Mw London 
— sleeps at StoningtaUf and arrives at Mrvport^^ 
proceeds thence to Providence. 

The peqple of New Haven, and others of the en- 
lerpriising and patriotic towns of the state of Con- 
ttecticut, were anxiously looking for the arrival of 
the President, upon their shores; and to apprise 
them of his approach, in time, arrangements were 
made between the authorities of New Haven, and 
the fort below, and the revenue cutter Eagle, cap- 
tain Lee, to announce that event, either by the dis- 
charge of guns, or by some other convenient and 
proper signal. The disposition manifested by the 
citizens of New Haven, to evince their respect for 
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the chief ma^trate, is strongly set forth in the fol- 
lowing copy of proceedings, had at a general meet« 
ing, held on the 9th of June. 

** At ameeting of the citizens of the town of New 
IJaven, convened at the State House, for the pur- 
pose of concerting for the reception of the President 
of the United States, on his contemplated visit to this 
city: the honourable James HiujaousB was called 
to the chair, and R. I. Ingersoix, esq. chosen 
secretary, after which, the following resolutions 
were passed. 

<< Resdved, That the honourable Elizur Goodrich^ 
Obadiah Hotchkiss, JohnH. Lynde, William Bristol^ 
Elias Shipman, John NichoU, and Eli Whitney, 
esquires, be and they are hereby appointed a commit- 
tee, to make arrangements for the purpose of show- 
ing suitable respect to the President of the United 
States, on his expected visit to this city. 

<< Resolvedf That as soon as the committee shall 
have agreed, upon the arrangement contemplated, 
• they announce the same to the citizens, in such way 
as they shall think proper. 

<< Besolvedf That the proceedings of this meeting 
be published in the Connecticut Herald. 
^* A true copy of the miniftes, 

<< R. I. Ingebsou^, Sec'y." 

At 4 ofclock in the af^moon of the 20th, the steam 
boat was descried from the fort, the commandant 
at wMch caused a signal to be made, which was re- 
peated by the cutter, and in this manner intelligence 
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was communicated to the citizens of the approach of 
the boat. The cutter immediately got under way, sail- 
ed for the Connecticut, and, upon getting up under 
her stem, at 5 o'clock, dropped her colours and struck 
her top-sails, in testimony of respect to the PresidenJ;, 
and immediately fired a national salute. From the 
fort also a salqte was fired by a party of Toluntcers 
under Meutenant Dickenson, and this was followed 
by another, from the battalion of artillery, station- 
ed in the town, under captain Blake. When the 
Connecticut reached the shore, the committee, ap- 
pointed at the gencfral meeting, went on board, and 
in the name of all their fellow citizens, congratula- 
ted the President on his arrival at New Haven. Up- 
on landing he was received by his excellency Oli- 
ver Wolcott, the governor of the state, who had rode 
to New Haven with his aids, majors Babcock and 
Huntingdon, for that purpose; between whom' and 
ttie President, the usual interchange of civilities took, 
place. Attended by Mr. Wolcott, the committee of 
arrangement, and several civil and United States . 
military oflBicers, he was then escorted to his intend- 
ed quarters, at Butler's Hotel, by the Governor's 
Horse Guards, followed by along train of citizens in 
procession. 

The uniform volunteer companies of New' Haven 
were next day reviewed by the President, after 
which he visited Yale College, and inspected the 
gun manufactory of Eli Wliitney, esq. 

The 23d, being Monday, preparations were made^ 
tod a suitable escort provided, to attend the chief 
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magistrate "upon his route to the eastward. A dep- 
utation from Middletown, and the adjoining viUa- 
ges having previously waited on the President, to 
request the honour of his presence among them, he 
gave his assent to this arrangement, and, according- 
ly, abandoned his original Intention, of pursuing 
the coast road to New London; and in company 
with governor Wolcott, and a number of citizens, 
set out on the route for Middletown by sunrise. He 
reached Durham, a distance of nineteen miles, about 
eight o'cloek that morning. There he was met by the 
sheriff of the county, and eight of his deputies, bear- 
ing the insignia of their office, and by a committee 
of the citizens of Middletown. From this place he 
proceeded upon his journey without delay, and hav- 
ing attainedra point, within two miles of the city, a 
salute of nineteen guns was fired to announce his ap» 
proach. Having arrived in sight of Middletown, at 
the request of the committee he descended from his 
carriage, and with his suite consented to enter the 
city iqK)n horseback. A line of procession was im- 
mediately formed, and the President approached 
the city amidst the salutations and rejoicings, of the 
soldiery, and the people. Passing over the bridge, 
the troops wheeled to the right and left, and a large 
collection of citizens, who were present to witness 
the scene, arranged themselves in regular files, at 
each side of the militia. When the procession mov- 
ed through Main street, nineteen guns were again* 
discharged, a peal was rung upon the bdls, and a 
number of flags and epsigns were displayed. This 
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ceremony being concluded by a review of the troops, 
the President alighted at the Washington Hotel, 
where the mayor, aldermen, and common council 
were in readiness to receive Mm; and presented 
him with this address, 

" To James Monroe, President of the Untied States. 

*^ The mayor, aldermen, and common council of 
Middletown, present you their sincere congratula- 
tions upon your arriyal in this place. 

'* It is our delight and distinction, as citizens of 
the United States, to see anmng us the chief magis- 
trate of our common country, wanting no other 
guards than public sentiment and reverence for the 
laws. 

** Appreciafing the importance of establishments 
for territorial and maritime defence, we have the 
haj^iness of being assured, that your present tour 
has primary reference to considerations so inter- 
esting to the national rights, and national honour^ 

<^ With this assurance, we cherish the hope, your 
progress may increase and confirm the harmony of 
opinion throughout the United States. 

<< A. Miller. 

«* Middletown, June. 23, 1817." 

To this address the President answered. 

•^ To the Mayor, Aldermen, and Common ConncU of 

Middletown. 
«< Fellow citizens — ^Your kind and friendly recep- 
tion commands my warmest acknowledgements. 
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** If I were a spectator oRly, instead of a party, to 
this scene, I should be deeply affected by it. There 
can be no spectacle more interesting to a generous 
mind, than that of a free and virtuous people, receiv- 
ing with unfei^ed confidence, a chief magistrate, 
deriving his office from their voluntary suffrages. 

^^ Aware of the great importance of the establish- 
ment of adequate worJts, of territorial and maritime 
defence, it is my object, to give full effect to the 
provisions made by law, for those pm^K)ses. Should 
my efforts obtain the approbation of my country, 
and contribute in any degree to promote harmony 
of o)[)inion among my fellow citizens, so necessa- 
ry to their prosperity and happiness, I shaQ derive 
from their success the highest gratification. 

« James Monroe." 

In the course of the morning, the President and 
suite, attended by general Humphreys, the committee, 
and the sheriff, with his deputies, visited the seve- 
ral establishments of Messrs. North, Starr, and 
Johnson, employed in the manufacture of rifles, 
swords, and other small arms, for the United States 
service. Returning from this visit, the President 
partook of an elegaiit collation, and immediately af- 
ter proceeded onward toward the city of Hartford, 
the capital of Connecticut. The infantry and artil- 
lery, saluted him again, and the committee of ar- 
rangement, with the mayor at their head, accompa- 
nied him to Prospect Hill. The sheriff and his dep- 
uties, however, and the escort of cavalry, continued 
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their attendance^ until he reached the town of Weth- 
ersfieldy where he was met by the 1st company of 
the Grovem(»*'s Horse Guards^ under the command 
of major Buck, who conducted him to the South 
Green in ttie city of Hartford. Immediately on his 
arrival there, the Hartford Artillery, commanded by 
captain Ripley, the East Hartford Artillery, under 
captain Olmsted, and the Simsbury Artillery, under 
captain Humphry, -the whole commanded by colonel 
Johnson, honoured him with a national salute. 

He was then received by the 1st company of the 
Governofr^s Foot Guards, commanded by major 
Goodwin, and five companies of infantry, under cap- 
tains Johnson, Wadsworth, Rockwell, Elsworth and 
Brown, and commanded by colonel Loomis, and a 
detachment of cavalry, under coI(mel Gleason^ By 
fliis body of troops, and followed by an immense as- 
semblage of citizens, he was escorted over the city 
bridge, leading directly into Hartford. The bridge 
was elegantly ornamented for the occasion, and three 
lofty arches, tastefully decorated with evergreen 
and laurel, had been thrown over it. From the cen- 
tral arch, was suspended a scroll, on which was em- 
blazoned, the Words "MARCH 4, 1817.''* 

The cavalcade having passed, he alighted at Mor- 
gan's Coffee-house^ amidst a throng of citizens and 
soldiers, more numerous than had ever been seen as- 
sembled in that city before. Upon entering his 
apartments, at the hotel, he was addressed in behalf 
of the corporation, by their senior alderman, the 
mayor being absent, in the manner following: 



THE PRESIBEKT^S TOUR. 7$ 

" To the President of the United States. 

" Sir — ^The pleasing duty has devolved on us of 
presenting you the congratulations of the citizens of 
Hartford, on your arrival in this city. It is with 
sentiments of regard for private worth, no less than 
with respect for official dignity, that the personal 
presence, of the first magistrate of the nation is as- 
sociated. 

<< The endearing relation which subsists, between 
the people of a free country, and their political father 
and guide, is peculiarly fitted to cherish and ennoble 
these sentiments. 

" It iis no less our happiness, sir, than yours, that 
your administration has commenced at a period, gild- 
ed by the recent exploits of our army and navy, and 
at the same time enjoying the tranquiUity and secu- 
rity of peace ; when full scope is ^ven to the enter- 
prise, industry and skill of our citizens, in the em- 
ployments of agriculture and manufactures ; when 
the pursuit of science, and the cultivation of the arts 
of civilized life, are encouraged by their apin*opri- 
ate rewards ; and when the spirit of party, with its 
concomitant jealousies and misrepresentations, no 
longer << render alien to each other those who ought 
to be bound together by patei*nal affection.'* We anti- 
cipate in your administration, commenced under the 
auspices, and blessed with the smiles of Him << whose 
dominion is an everlasting dominion,** a period of 
glory to our country, and of honour to yourself, 

<< The state of Connecticut, as she was among the 

G 
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first to adopt the constitution of the United States, 
so will she always be among its most fimuand zeal- 
ous supporters. 

".The people of this state, while they cherish a 
high . spirit of freedom, are, from the force of our in- 
stitutions and habits, distinguished also fofr their 
love of order and submission to the laws. In pur- 
suing a policy, which, as we confidently expect, will 
give the best eflPect to the principles of our govern- 
ment ; establish commerce upon a permanent basis ; 
render us strong and independent ; confer onus a 
distinct and elevated national character ; and secure 
to our country those high advantages, which seem 
destined for her by Providence; you may be assured 
of a hearty support. 

<* May heaven grant, sir, that your life may be 
long and happy ; and that the freedom and indepen- 
clence of our country may be perpetual. 

" John MoRGAir. 
** In behalf of the mayor, aldermen, common 
council, and freemen of Hartford." ^ 

The following answer was returned by the Presi- 
dent. 

^* To the Mayor, Jildermen, and Coundl of the City of 
Hartford. 

<< Fellow Citizens-*-! beg you to accept my grate- 
ful acknowledgments, for the favourable sentiments 
which you have expressed towards me, and the kind 
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and friendly manner^ in which you have received 
me. No one can take more interest, than I do, in the 
present *prQsperous and happy condition of our coun- 
try. Having witnessed two wars, attended with 
imminent distress, and which made a severe trial of 
our institutions, I see, with the most heaiifelt sa- 
tisfaction, the happy consequences attending our ex- 
ertions, and which you have so justly described, in 
the review you have taken of them. Blessed with 
peace; agriculture, the arts, and commerce flour- 
ishing I jealousies subsiding ; and our bond of imion^ 
gaining strength ; our situation is peculiarly hap- 
py, and the prospect of its long continuance the 
most flattering. In a state where the arts and sci- 
ences are so happily cultivated, and which has evin- 
ced so strong an attachment to the cause of liberty, 
full confidence is entertained, that it will always be 
found among the most zealous supporters of tiiat 
cause^ and of our most excellent constitution.'^ 

The President soon after, with his suite, general 
Swift and Mr. Mason, proceeded to the review of 
the troops, and thence to the benevolent and inter- 
esting institution of the deaf and dumb, with the 
progress of the pupils in which,. after a very long ex- 
amination, he expressed himself to be highly grati- 
fied. 

On Tuesday, the 24th, at 5 o'clock in the morning, 
the President left Hartford, and arrived at the line 
on the west side of the Connecticut river, which 
marks the boundary of Massachusetts, about nine. 
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An escort from Springfield^ and its vicinity, con- 
sisting of sixty gentlemen on horseback^ and a num- 
ber of citizens in carriages, were already in wait- 
ing, on the road at that point, and immediately after 
meeting him, a procession was formed, extending 
nearly half a mile, by which, and the escort, he was 
conducted into the town. Wlien the train reached 
the bridge, at its entrance, the artillery company of 
captain Warriner commenced firing a federal salute, 
and the bells of the town struck up a peal, which 
was continued until the President alighted at his 
quarters, at Bennett's Inn. The following ad* 
dress, to which he made a verbal reply, was im- 
mediately after presented to him by a deputation of 
the citizens. 

« To the President of the United States^ 

" May it please your Excellency~We wait on 
you, as a committee, in behalf of the people of this, 
and the neighbouring towns, cordially to welcome 
your arrival within the conmnonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts. 

•* Of such extent is the country, over which, by 
the voice of the people, according to our excellent 
constitution, you are called to preside; so various 
and all important, are the duties of your high sta- 
tion, that but a small portion of our citizens could 
ever expect the honour, and favour, of personally 
knowing their chief magistrate. 

** When your excellency's intention to visit the 
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norChem states, during this seafion, and the other 
states of the union, whenever your cares and ardu- 
ous labours at the seat of government would admit of 
your leaving it, was announced, we contemplated it 
with pleasure, as having a tendency, to draw still 
closer, that bond of union, which ought never to be 
broken, or even relaxed, by the intrigues of foreign 
nations, or the faults and follies of our own. 
<^ In personally viewing the various establishments, 
made by the goveiTmient of the United States, since 
the adoption of the constitution, for the security and 
defence of our country, we sincerely hope your excel- 
lency will see much to approve; and that, in this 
place, you will find the efforts, made to relieve us 
from that dependence on other nations, for imple- 
ments of war, (so painful to us during our struggle 
for indqiendence) not unworthy of your notice and 
approbation. 

^* We ardently wish your excellency prosperity 

in your journeying — ^perfect sdf-complacency in 

your admmistration of the government ; and, under 

the smiles of a kind providence, personal blessings. 

♦< And we are, with the highest respect, 

your obedient servants. 

<* Thomas Dwight, 
<< RoswBix Lee^ 
<^ John Ingebsokl, 

<< SaMUBI. LATHROPf 

^♦Joshua Frost, 

^f Committee. 
'♦ SpringfieW, Ititkt ^ ISir* 
O 2 
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The President and suite then proceeded on horse- 
back to view the United States Armory, and pub- 
lic works, and upon reaching the ground upon the 
hill, he was again saluted by the artillery. In the 
afternoon four hundred and ten children, from twelve 
charity schools, in the neighbourhood, within one 
mile and an half of each other, were assembled in 
Springfield with their instructors, and passed before 
the President at the inn. One of the committee ob- 
served to him, " We here present your excellency, 
the hopes of our country, and we are endeavouring 
to train them lip in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord, and in the true principles of republican 
government.'* To which remark the President 
immediately answered, <^ I am much pleased and 
gratified with their appearance^ and I pray God^ to 
bless them and you, and to carry your good design 
into effect" 

At 4 o'clock he set out for New London, escorted 
by the same company, to the east side of the Con- 
necticut river, where he entered that state a second 
time. The citizens of New London, being apprized 
of his intention to visit that city, fdr the purpose 
of inspecting the forts Trumbull and Griswold, the 
one situated at the entrance to the harbour, and the 
other erected for tiie purpose of defending it, at the 
opposite town of Groton, resolved to show him all 
the respect due to Us high station. The corpora- 
tion, therefore, made the necessary preparations for 
his reception, and appointed Jedediah Hunting^- 
don^ Thomas H. CusUmg^ Nichott Fosdick^ and 
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Lyman Law, a committee, and selected akrak^^»t.w ^A V/ 
marshals for the day, to carry their arrangement 
into effect. 

On Wednesday, the 25th, at one o'clock, the Pre- 
sident's approach being discovered from a neigh- 
bouring height,, signal guns were immediately fired, 
the colours displayed from the shipping in the har- 
bour, and the 1st company of light artillery, under 
captain Dennis, ]^*oceeded to meet and escort him to 
his lodgings. Attended by the committee of ar- 
rangement also, and most of the citizens, the proces- 
sion moved down State and Bank streets, to the 
house of Mr. Taber, where accommodations had 
been previously provided. . Under the direction of 
the marshals, the citizens formed two lines, between 
which, preceded by the military, the President pass- . 
ed to Us quarters. Salutes were then fired by the 
artillery. Fort Trumbull, and by the United States 
vessels then in the harbour. 

The court of common pleas, at that time in ses- 
sion, and the principal gentlemen of the bar, waited 
on the President and offered tiieir congratulations. 
Immediately after, the corporation made a presenta- 
tion of their address, which follows. 

« To the Presidewt.of the United States. 

<' The mayor, aldermen, and common council of 
the city of .New London, in behalf of the corpora- 
tion, with high respect for his exalted station^ em« 
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brace this opportunity to ^ welcome the President of 
the United States on his safe arrival in this pla^e. 

*< A visit from the chief magistrate of a nation, so 
respectaWe and important in the scale of political 
existence, as the United States, to fljis portion of 
the union, is an occurrence interesting to the patriot, 
and highly gratifying to the feelings of this commu- 
nity: an occurrence which, as individuals, we shall 
remember, and which ther corporation will record. 
It affords us consolation that your administration has 
commenced, at a period favourable for improvement 
•p^for the establishment of a national, of an Ameri- 
can character. A period, when the storms of war 
have passed, and days of peace commenced; when 
party spirit is assuaged, and a spirit of mutual cha- 
rity and forbearance nationally prevails. 

«< That the President of theUnited States, in com- 
mon with his fellow citizens, is enjoying that state 
of peace, which his own agency and energy so es- 
sentially produced, is to us a source of pleasing re- 
flection and consideration. We trust that we may 
be indulged in the pleasing contemplation, that we 
possess our habitations in safety; that our shores 
are free from alarms; and that the waters of our 
harbour are relieved flrom the presence of a thrieat* 
enbig and hostile fleet With great satisfaction we 
once more behold in the chief magistrate of the Uni- 
ted States, a man who in his youth, had an agency 
in achieving with his sword^ the independence, and 
establishing the pillars of that government of which 
he is now the head^ and which is the pride (^ Ame- 
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rica, and the wonder of theworid. From tlie high 
stations you have held and honourably sustained; 
froiKi the eminent services you have rendered our 
common country^ we have a haj^y assurance^ under 
divine providence, of an honourable and prosperous 
administration, and, that under the auspices of your 
government, we shall be a united and happy people. 

** Nothing can give us more satisfaction, than a 
consideration of the pai*ental view and extensive sur- 
vey, which the President is taking of the northern 
section of that country, which is happily united un- 
der a government of energy and freedom, and of 
which, by the choice of a great and enlightened peo- 
ple, lie is now the political head. 

<^ Be ^eased, sir, to accept our sincere wishes, 
that your life may be prolonged and happy ; that 
your administration may be prosperous and blessed ; 
that your journey may be pleasant; and that you 
may in health and safety be returned to the bosom of 
your family, and all your endearing and domestic 
relations, with happiness and satisfaction* 

<< Jeremiah Brainard, Mayor.'^ 

To this address the following reply was made: 

^ To the Mayor 9 Aldermen^ and Common Council of 
» the city of Mw London. 

** Fellow Citizens: 

" In making a tour through the eastern states, 

with a view to public defence. New London had a 

strong claim to attention; and in visiting it, I hate 
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been much gratified by the very friendly reception 
which has been ^ven me. Aware of tlie favourable 
circumstances under which I have commenced the 
duties of the high trust, to which I have been appoint- 
ed by my fellow citizens^ it wiU be my zealous en- 
deavour to derive from them, in the administration 
of the government, all the advantages which they 
; can afford. 

" It is only ma^ng adequate preparation for war, 
now that we are blessed with peace, that we can hope 
to avert tliat calamity in future. It is only by a 
vigorous prosecution of the war, whe^i it becomes 
inevitable, that its evils can be mitigated, and an 
honourable peace be soon restored. In the pursuit 
of great national objects, it is equnlly the interest 
and the duty, of the whole American people, to 
unite. 

" Happy in a government which secures to us the 
full enjoyment of all our^civil and religious rights, 
we have evCTy inducement to unite in its suj^ii;. 
*Witb such union we have nothing to dread fipom fo- 
reign powers. 

*< For the kind interest which you take in my wel- 
fare, I beg you to accept rf my warmest thanks, and 
to be assured of the sincerity with which I recipro- 
cate it, in favour of the citizens of New London and 
its vicinity. 

** James Moitroe.'* 

Barges having been provided, under the direction 
of commodoresBainbridge and Oliver H. Peny, for 
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the President, his suitfe, and several naval and mUi^^. 
tffipy gentlemen; they vfere conveyed across to Fort 
Trumbull at 10 o'clock, on the morning of Thursday. 
The Enterprize sloop of war fired a salute, as the 
barges put off from the wharf, which was repeated at 
Fort Trumbull, upon the President's landing at that 
gamson. From Fort Trumbull the party proceeded 
across the iiarbour to the town of Groton, where the 
President was received by a committee of arrange- 
menty and a large assemblage of the citizens of that 
placcy and the neighbouring towns. From the point 
of landing, he was escorted to Fort Griswold, by a 
company of grenadiers under captain Dabell, from 
the 8tii regiment, accompanied' by the selectmen, 
and civil authorities of Groton. Arrived at the 
gate of the fort, the mflitary wheeled to the right and 
left, and the President^ wiUi his suite, and the offi- 
cers in . attendance, entered the garrison, through 
the two lines. The event by which this fort became 
distinguished in the course of the revolutionary con- 
test, though not forgotten by the President, was> 
probably more forcibly impressed upon his mind, 
and his visit rendered ihuch more interesting, by 
the presence of some of the brave defenders of the 
garrison, at the memorable time alluded to. The vo- 
lunteer militia of Groton, had been stationed within 
the walls of Fort Griswold, during September of 
the year 1780, and on the 6th day of that month, 
sustained the vigorous assault and storming of that 
garrison, by the British under general Benedict 
Abnoib ; until overpowered by numbws^ and see- 
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ing no other mode of escaping the fury of the assail- 
ants, they capitulated upon honourable tenns^ axri 
pro\ided by treaty, for the protecticm of the stirr^i- 
dered troops. The fort was entered by the ene- 
my, but their stipulations were violated, and tbe 
garrison inhumanly put to the sword, it was tb^ 
desire of the President to hejidid some m&BBh 
ber of the gallant band, who participated in the 
brave thougli unsuccessful defence of the fort, and at 
his own request, two gentlemen, Messrs. Eb^iezer 
Avery, and Park Avery, each of them upwards ^ 
seventy years of age, inhabitimts of Groton, who 
had been fortunate enough to survive tibe horrors oi 
the scene, after being severely wounded and suppo- 
sed to be dead, by the ene^y, were presented to him 
on the spot. 

Having congratulated'these gentlemen, upon ih&lt 
escape from this perilous situation, of the danger of 
which their scars bore honourable testimony, and 
having finished his examination of ih& fort, he was 
again received by the military and citizens witJJMHit, 
and conducted to the house of captain Elijah Bailey, 
.where refreshments had been, previously j»«pared 
for him. After partaking of these, and having h^&k 
saluted by the troops, he went on board the steam 
boat Fulton, captain Law, which had been pdHt^y 
placed under his requisition by the proprid»rs. He 
proceeded six miles up t^e Thames, upon the east 
side of which Fort Griswold is situated, with a view^ 
of examining tliat important river, and itld*minie-> 
rous and valuable accommodaticms §ov a navy. 
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"- ' Though the avowed object for which the President 
had undertaken bis tour, was to ascertain the mili- 
tary strength and position of the assailable points 
upon the seaboard, and to provide for their repair 
and better protection against an enemy, yet the ser 
lection of a situation for naval .depots, and military 
arsenals, whence the shipping and the garrisons, 
might draw their resources, bdng intimately blend- 
ed with tius dbject, he did mi fail to avail himself 
of an o^mrtunity of viewing a point so important as 
this^has been represented to be* 

The Thames had be^ proved to be capable of pro- 
tecting afieet of heavy ships, and of affording a good 
barboor against the most boisterous seasons of the 
year. It had been resorted to by commodore De- 
catur, at that period of the late war, when New 
London became particularly distiliguished by the 
kmg blockade of sir Thomas Hardy. 

In consequence of the commodore's having proceed- 
ed with the frigates United States and Macedonian* 
and the sloopof war Horaet, through the sound, to get 
to sea fixrni the eastward, and of his having been 
driven, witii liis squadron, into New London, by a 
siq^rior detachment of the enemy's ships, that port 
was rigvurously blockaded, by the Ramilies seventy^ 
fiMir, two frigates, and several smaller vessds, un- 
der sir Thomas*. Every effort to get to sea, under 
the au^ices of dark ni^ts, and favourable winds^ 
having proved unavailing, in consequence of the ene- 
my's bdbng continually ^prised of the designs of the 
American commodore^ he was blockade^d Jor many 
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months, without a p»&^ct of escaping, either by 
the o»Unat7 channel or by the sounds He wa$ 
finally oUiged to sdbandon his intentaott of putting to 
sea, and, being auflmrized by the navy depaitment, 
he dU^nantied the Mgates, and sent fli€«i ujp this 
fine river (the Thames) for protoctieni. 

The Fulton returned to New London in ttie c<mrBe 
of the afternoon, and tte President remained ait his 
quartea-a there, until t^e following morning at six 
o'clock, when, under a national salute, be embarked 
on board the sloop of war KnksFpnase, which ijumer 
diatdy weighed anchor, and sailed out of the hto- 
bour, accOTipanied by the other reasek of fte United 
States, ordered thcare fiwr tl«it purpose. In passing 
Fort Trumbull, the fleet was honoured with aius&ear 
salute. 

From New London the President was cmi^yed 
to the entrance of Gardiner's Bay; after inspecting 
which, he landed at Stoningtim Pointy and passed 
the night of the srth at the town of @t(mington> dis^ 
tittguished by its intrepid resistance to a powc^rM 
attack from three heavy vessels &f war. Hie largest 
being the Ramilies seventy-four, made on the 9tb of 
August, 1814, and which resulted in the entire re- 
pulse of the enemy, after he had ineffectually thrown 
into the town upwards of sixty tons of metal. 

At susirise, on the morning of Saturday, the Fresi^ 
dent left StoningtQU, and re-embarked on board 
the Enterprize, and in the afternoon of the same 
day the fleet entered Nevq[K»*t Bay und^ discharges 
^ artillery fraia Fort Wolcxitly Fort Adams^ and 
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from the to^wiu A commK^e of the citizens, major- 
general Gibbs and suite, exAoiBsd Towscm, commo- 
dore Perry, and many other civil and military offi* 
cers, received the President when he landed. The 
Une of procession being adjusted in a suitable man-* 
ner, and the troops, consisting of an artillery ccmi* 
pany and two companies of miUtia, having dii^poBed . 
themselves in order of escort, the winkle body advan* 
ced to tlie quarters, made ready for the Presidei^ 
Forts Wolcott and Adams, were the earliest objects 
of the President's attention in Newport* Immedi* 
atefy after h#had received the congrattdatkms of 
the civil and military autihorities, of the place, he 
fepBireA to these forts and examined tteir con<^ 
dition, with much care. The regularity of the gani- 
sons, and the neatness and veteran appearance of tibo 
soldieiy, drew frcmi him, some very high encomi- 
ttms. 

After having dined, lie made a short excursion 
into tibie adjacent country on horseback, expressuig 
himsdlf highly pleased with <^e local situation, and 
beautiM scenery of the i^dand. Many emUemaH- 
cal tran&qparencies were exhibited in flie evening; 
the two forts w^re s^endidly ilinminaled; and other 
testimonies of rei^ect were shown by flie citizens to 
the chief magistrate; The S9th, bdng Sunday, was 
emfdoyed by the President in devotional jservices: 
in the morning he attended pubHc worship at Trini- 
ty Church, in the afternoon, at the Second Congre- 
gational Meeting-house, and in the evening, at the 
Second Baptist Church. 



Oft Monday, the 30th, he quitted Newp6rt,:iit 
company with his excellency governor Knight, (who 
anived there on Saturday,) major-general Gibhs^ 
and the committee, and reached Fall River. From 
this place he proceeded to Bristol, where every 
mark of resq^t, consistent witii his short delay, 
was. shown by tiie inhabitants* At Bristol he em- 
barked in the steam boat Fire Fly, captain Smith, 
for Providence and in the evening, about 9 o'clock, 
entered that city. The cerpmonies which had been 
observed upon the entrance of Presid^it Monroe, in* 
ta the other metropolitan cities,, were^peated with 
great spirit and cordiality by the citizens of Provi- 
dence. Having arrived at the hotel, he remained 
some time in the piazza, with general Howdl on 
his. right, and governor Fenner on his left;, for the 
purpose of gratifying the. curiosity of a numinous 
crowd of pec^le. A levee, was hdd immediately af- 
ter, whea many revolutionary, civil and military of- 
ficers, ai^ a committee dented by the citizens of 
^e town were received. A general presentation of 
the inhabitants to the President, took place on the 
following morning; at 9 o'clock, he rode out and 
viewedlhe ci^ examined the defensible points, and 
inspected the public establishments, and at 11 took 
leave of Providence for Boston. 
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CHAPTER V. 



JItassachmetU — the President is received on its line by 
the GoroefmoT^s Mdr-^asses through Jittleboroughf 
. fFrentham and JFalpole, and sleeps at Dedham — 
arrives at Boston — address of the Citiosens — inspec- 
tion of Forts Independence and Warrtn — cdebra^ 
turn of the 4thqfJuly — address of the Cindrmati'^ 
of the Minority of the Legidature. 

At the boundary line^ between Rhode Island 
and Massachusetts^ colonel Sumner, aid-dercanip 
to his excellency the governor of the latter state, 
was in waiting to welcome the President, and to 
request his acceptance of ari escort, omposed of 
a squadron of cavalry, and a battalion of artil- 
lery, which the governor had ordered to attend 
him. These marks of civility were received with 
great politeness by the President, and he fur- 
ther accepted an offer from colonel Sumner, to ac- 
company him, as an attendant (m his way, to the ca- 
pital. A detachment of militia, commanded by bri- 
gadier-general Lincoln of the 5th division, then un- 
derwent the President's review. This detachmient 
was composed of a troop of cavalry, under captain 
Hunt, firom Seekonk, a company of artillery from 
h2 
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Norton^ under captun Walker, a company of light 
infantry from Easton, commanded by lieutenant 
Alger, a company of light infantry from Rehoboth, 
under captain Carpenter, and a rifle company fh>m 
Attleborougb, under captain Daggett These compa- 
nies formed a battalion and were commanded by co- 
lonel Leach of Easton. When the usual marching 
mid standing salutes were performed, and the offi- 
cers of the diflbrent corps had been introduced to 
the president, he visited the extensive cotton factory, 
under the Agency of Mr. T. Green, and thence pre- 
ceded by the marshal of the district, and captain 
Hunt's troop of cavalry, he passed through the 5th 
division to the house of cdonel Hatch at Attlebo- 
rough. 

In anticipation of the expected virit of the Presi- 
dent to Boston, the govamor of Massachusetts, no 
sooner heard of his departuro from Washington, 
than he issued the fbUowing ord^« 

^Head auarten» Bosion, June r» 1817. 

'< General oriferJ— -The commander in chief, having 
received information that the President of the Uni- 
ted States is on his way to this commonwealth, is de^ 
sirous to ahow him all that attention and respect^ 
that is doe to the chief magistrate of the nation* 

** Major-geiwral Crane wiU, therefore, iitform 
himself of the President's route, and order a propeH 
detachment of cavalry to meet Urn o» Ae line of 
Ms division, andescorthimonhiawaytdthemefeKM 
pfHia, imtal be recriv^ ftuther ordersi* Uwf of 
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tiiecitisEeiiB should be disposed to jom flie escort^ be 
will make all tiie necessary arrangements for dis- 
playing^ a handsome style of parade, 

^^ The coBonander in chief has full confidmce^ 
that may or-g^Qtopal Crane wiH conduct in such man- 
ner as to meet his approbation, and be satisfactory 
to idms^and his fellow citizens, 

^< By hiaexc^eacy's command. 

^< E. Mattoov , Adjut Gen. 

Conforming with* these orders, m^or-general 
Crane, immediately issued division orders, directing 
all the cavalry and artillery corps, of flie 1st division 
<tf the militia, to be in rradhiess io execute the or* 
ders of the commander in chief, and requested the 
fidd, staff, and pktoon officers of his division, to 
join the intended escort, in unifonn and mk bone- 
back. Krigadier-general Welks also issned orders 
to the commanding officers of the s^adran of caval- 
ry, and the btfttalion of artillery, of tiie ddbr^ade, 
requiring aparade of tiie troops under their several 
cmnmands. 

Major-general Cftine, accompanied by brigadier 
gusearal Giuld, of the £d brigade, of Hie 1st division, 
was accordingly in waiting at Atflcdborou^, at the 
moment of the President's arrival, with a battalion 
of cavalry, under major Pond, by wUch he was at- 
tended to the town of Wr»ithanu 

At Wrentham, he reviewed the dd regiment of in- 
fimtry, commanded by colond Gowen, passed on to 
IKa^e^ where he baited a &w moments, and pro* 
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ceeded on his route to Dedham, at whkh place he 
arrived about 7 o'clock in the evening. 

His entrance was honoured by a national salnte 
from the battalion of artillery 9 commanded by ma- 
jor Holbrooke which, with the regiment of infantry^ 
under colonel Fisher, he immediately after reviewed; 

At the mansion of Mr. Dowse, in the neiglibour- 
hood, the President took up his quarters for the 
night, and received the personal salutations of major- 
general Dearborn, and a committee firom the town of 
Salem. * 

The cavalry escort, under the command of major 
Hdlis, firom general Dearbom^s brigade, being in 
readiness early on the morning of the 2d of July, the 
President, accompanied by commodore Bainbridge, 
general Miller, Mr. Mason, his secretai^, and co- 
lonel Sumner, his designated staff, and fo&owed by 
a long train of officers of the army and navy of the 
United States, by major-general Crane and ik6 of- 
ficers of Ms division, and the citizens of Norfolk 
county, on horseback^ advanced to Boxbury. 

Pursuing his route firom Roxbury, to the Boston 
lines, he reviewied a re^ment of infantry under co- 
lonel Dudley, and a battalion of artillery under ma- 
jor Gale, and passing through the guard, consisting 
of csqitain Turner's company of riflemen from Ran- 
dolph, and a light infantry company from Quincy, 
he attained the southern barrier of the town. 

To make suitable provisions for his reception in 
the metropolis of Massachusetts; for tlie purpose of 
adopting proper measures, to te^y their high re- 
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gpect for the character of the President of the Uni- 
ted States; and to make such arrangements as 
should render his visit agreeable and satisfactory; 
the inhabititnts of that flourishing city, had assem- 
bled in town meeting, without respect to party. A 
committee was appointed in conjunction with the se-» 
lectmen,to receive him on the lines, and to present 
him with a respectful and congratulatory address. 
They w^e instructed also, to make such other dis- 
positions, a^ would comport with the reputation of 
their city, and be consonant with the illustrious cha- 
racter of its distinguished guest. This committee 
tpras composed of tiie leading, and most respectable 
men of all political parties, and tiieir arrangements 
were calculated at once to promote the utmost har- 
mony, and to display the munificence of Boston, and 
the public spirit of its citizens. 

The following are the names of the g^tiemen ap- 
pelated. 

The honourable Habbisok Grat Otis — The 
honoui'able Williaai.. Giu.y — General Asno£D 
WexIiS — Colonel James T. Austin — ^William 
SuixivAF, esq.-r-Col. George Bxake — Colonel. 
William H. Sumiteb — ^Benjamin Russeix, esq. 
— ^The honourable Israei. Thorioiike — General 
Henry Dearborn — ^The honourable T. H. Per- 
kins — James Prince, esq, — and doctor Aaron 
Hixj:,. 

In the execution of these instructions, the. mejoi-/ 
bers of the committee, were at the limits of Bos- 
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ton, at the instant of the President's arrival, when 
the hOROorable Mr. Otis thus addressed him. 

<< Sir — ^Tou are now arrived within the limits of 
Boston, and these gentlemen ai« a ccMnmittee, ap- 
pointed to welcome your approach, and escort you 
to your lod^gs. Upon your arrival there, they 
will avail themselves of your permission, to express 
to you, in a mdre formal and respectful mode, than 
can be done here, the assurance of the unfeigned sa- 
tisfaction which the citizens of Boston realise, in 
the honour you have been pleased to confer upon 
them by this visif 

A procession was then formed in the following 
order. 

Cavalty escort, under the command of major Phelps, composed 

of the Boston Hussars, and the Boston Dragoons. 

James Prince, esq« marshal of Massachusetts district, and Samuel 

Bmdfoni, esq. sheriiTc^SuS^lk county. 

Part of the Committee of Arrangements, onhoiseback. 

Honourable H. O. Oti% acting chakman. 

Two marshals. 

PftKSIDBirT OF THE UhXTEB StATES, 

on an elegant dun courser, accompanied by general Bm£t and 

Mr. Mas<»i. 

Two marshals. 

Navy and Army officers of the United Sutes. 

United States officers of the cvnl Apartment. 

Colonel Freeman, police officer. 

Charles Bullfinch, esq. chairman, and residue of the CommiHee 

of Arrangements, in carriages. 

Two marshals. 
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Honourable Thomas H. Perkins. 

Leader of the Boston cavalcade attended by two marshals. 

Boston cavalcade. 

Major-general Crane, Brigadier-generals Dearborn and Guild, 

and suites. 

Field, regimental, staff, and company officers, of Norfolk militia. 

Cavaliy corps of Norfolk. 

Squadrons of cavsdiy from the first and second brigades, first 
^vision. 
Citi2ens of Norfolk, and other counties, mounted. 
tix% of carriages from Boston. 

Thus formed^tlie procession moved fhrough Wash- 
ington street^ and Orange street^ to Boylston mar- 
ket, and thence through Boylston street, to an open- 
ing in the common, betwe^i the Mall and Gnnhouse, 
where tto President reviewed the youth of the dif- 
ferent schools in Boston, who, attended by their 
several instructors, had heen arranged in distinct 
order, in two opposite rsurtks, and to about fiie num- 
ber of three thousand, extended along the whole 
eastern side of the common. 

From the common, the procession continued its 
direction towards the State House, to a point oppo- 
site the west end of Winter street, thence across the 
MaU, tlirough Winter street, Marlborough street, 
and ComhiU, tiien along the north side dP the Old 
State House and State street, and by the east side 
of Bond street, as far as Milk street, andtfience by 
the west side of Bond street to State street. This 
street was decorated with the flags of the union, and 
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as the cavalcade proceeded through it, to Congress 
street, a band of music, placed in the frpnt of the 
upper story of the Union Bank, saluted flie Fr^i- 
dent with a number of appropriate and patriotic 
airs. At the head of Congress street, Uie processioB 
halted, where his exceUency and the committee of 
arrangements, left the line of march, and being re* 
ceiyed by the Independent Company of Cadets, un- 
der lieutenant-colonel Rodgers, with tibe customary 
salutes, was conducted to the rooms provided for his 
reception, in the Exchange Caff^ House. In the 
mean time salutes had been fired from Dorchester 
.heights, from the common, from Fort Independence^ 
from the Navy yard, and from the seventy-four gun 
ship Independence, and flags were displayed, from 
the numerous merchant vessels then in the harbour. 

The windows of the houses in the streets through 
which ttie procession passed, were thronged with 
ladies and other spectators, anxious to obtain a view 
of the distinguished citizen, up^n whom had been 
bestowed tiie highest honour in tiie gift of his 
country. 

Upon entering the Exchange, the President was 
shown into the second gallery of that magnificent 
building, the first, third and fourth, as well as the 
area^ being crowded by a numerous assemblage of 
ladies and gentlemen, where the conunittee, by tlieir 
chairman, in behalf of the citizens, read to him the 
following address* 
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^* To the Presidmt qfthe United /States. 

« Sir— The citizens of Boston, by their commit- 
tee appointed for that purpose, beg leave to oflfer you 
ftelr cardial and respectful salutations, upon your 
arrival in tiiis metropolis. 

*< The vii^t wifli which you are pleased to honour 
them^ recals to the recollection of many, their inter- 
vfew wifli jim^ ittttstrious pa^ecessor, the father of 
his country, on a similar occasion. They remember 
TOfih great satisfaction, the hope, tlie coniSdence, and 
the fond anticipation of national prosperity, which 
his presence inspired^ and it is now, sir, a subject 
of congratulation to you, and to themselves, that, 
after thirty years of eventful experiment, during 
conflicts and revolutions in the old world, which 
have threatened all, and subverted many, of its an- 
dient governments, the constitution which was adopt- 
ed, under the auspices of tiiat great man, has ac- 
quired vigour and maturity; and that in a season of 
IM^ound peace, his successor is permitted, by tiie 
prosperous state of public affairs, to follow his ex- 
ample in visiting the extensive country ovar which 
he has recently been called to preside. 

*« Whfle this journey affords to many of your fel- 
low citizens the oj^rtunity and advantage of com- 
mencing with you a personal acquaintance, ii^ch is 
always desirable between a people and their rulers, 
they rejoice, at the same time, in the belief that the 
local information, relative to the gre^ and various 

X 
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iiitercste of the United States, which you wffl derive 
from actual observation, will facilitate your arrange- 
ments for their defence and security, and enable you 
to apply, in practice, with additional confidence and 
success, those principles of an elevated and impar- 
tial policy, which you have been- pleased to promul- 
gate, as the basis of your intended atoinistratioiu 
Called to tiie service of your country at an early pe- 
riod of life, and distinguished in the arduous strug- 
gle which obtained its independence; your subse- 
quent occupations, in siK^essive important crftees, 
and various departments, at home and abroad, Imve 
afforded you the means of becoming conversant with 
the foreign and domestic relations of the nation ; and, 
with these qualifications, you are now raised to the 
highest dignity which can be conferred by a free 
people. These public claims to consideration and 
attention from all descriptions of your fellow citi- 
zens, are-cheerfuUy admitted by the citizens of Bos- 
ton, who are also desirous of evincing their respect 
for the unblemished tenor of your private charact^, 
and their sense of the urbanity and hospitality which 
peculiarly characterised your deportment, towards 
all those of your countrymen, who, during the pe- 
riod of your foreign embassies, were so fortunate as 
to come within the sphere of your civilities and pro- 
tection. It is therefore with real satisfaction, that 
they receive you within the precincts of Boston, and 
they pray you to be assured of their, earnest solici- 
tu<k, to contribute by aU means at their command, 
to your comfort and eiyoym^t^ <luring your resi- 
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dence in this town. They also^ confiding in the reo- 
titude of your intentions, and trusting that the pow- 
ers vested in you by the constitution, will be exer- 
cised witili a sincere regard to the welfare of the 
peojde, whose precious interests are committed to 
your charge, avail themselves on this occasion, to 
express their ardent hope, that the favourable cir- 
cumstances which attend the commencement of your 
administration, may, with the blessing of heaven, 
under your guidance, concur to promote the advance- 
ment of our beloved country, to the highest possible 
condition of prosperity. 

<<With these sentiments, they unite their best 
wishes, for your health and happiness, and that the 
coui^e and close of your administration, may entitle 
you to the gratitude and affections of your consti- 
tuents, and the respect of posterity. 

^^ By order of the committee. 

^< Chaikles BxTLLTVircn, Chairman." 

The President replied: 

** Fellow Citizens — ^The kind reception which you 
have given me, on the part of tlie citizens of Boston, 
and which their conduct has so fully confirmed, has 
made a deep and lasting impression on my mind, which 
you will have the goodness to communicate to them. 

^* As no person is more willing than I am, in 
the discharge of my duty, according to the fair ex- 
ercise of my judgment, to take example from the 
conduct of the distinguished men who have preceded 
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me in this high trust, it is particularly gratifying to 
me, to have recalled, by this incident, to the memory 
of many who are now present, a like visit, from the 
illustrious commander of our revolutionary army, 
who, by many other important services, had so just 
a claim to the revered title, of father of his coimtry. 

** It was natural, tiiat the presence of a citizen so 
respected and beloved, who had so eminently contri- 
buted to tiie establishment of his government, and 
to whom its administration,' in the commencement, 
had been committed, should inspire an enlightened, 
a virtuous, and a free people, with unlimited conii- 
dence in its success; and it is a cai^ie of general 
felicitation and joy to us all, to find, that thirty 
years successful experiment, have justified that con- 
fidence, and realised our most sanguine hopes in its 
favour. Yes! fellow citizens, we instituted a gov** 
emment for the benefit of all ; a government wMch 
should secure to ns the fidl enjoyment of idl our 
rights, religious and civil, and it has been so admin- 
istered. Let us then unite in grateful acknowlisdg- 
ments, to the supreme Author of all good, for extend- 
ing to us so great a blessing. Let us unite in fervent 
IH*ayers, that he will be graciously pleased to conti- 
nue that blessing to us and to our latest posterity* 

" I accepted the tj^st to which I have been called 
by my fellow citizens, with diffidence, because I well 
knew the frailty of human nature, and had often 
experienced my own deficiencies. I und^'took this 
tour, with a view, and in the hope, of acq^uirlng^ 
knowledge, which might enable me to discharge mj 
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4rariotts and im^rtant dttttes^ yntik greater advantage 
to my countiy^ to which my whole mind and un- 
wearied efforts shall always be directed. 

<* In pursuing objects so dear to us alU I rely with 
confidence! on the firm and generous suj^rt of my 
'fellow citizens^ throughout our happy union. . 

** James Monboe." 

Accompanied by his suite, and other officers, the 
President, on the following morning, walked to the 
-quarters of general Miller, in Winter street^ where 
he breakfasted. 

At nine o'clock, attended by commodores Bain- 
bridge, HuU, and Perry, generals Dearborn and 
Miller, H. A. S. Dearborn, esq. collector of the 
port, James Prince, esq. marshaj, and several gen- 
tlemen from the committee of arrangement, general 
Humphreys, and the honourable Messrs. Jones and 
JBorrill, of Providence, the President embarked in 
a barge at Long wharf, ty^'o other barges being pro- 
vided for bis suite, and proceeded to Long Island 
Head, whence he had a commanding ^w of the 
whole harbour of Boston. As the company ap- 
proached the Independence seventy-four, the crew 
of that vessel performed the high naval honours, of 
naanmng the yai*ds, and firing a national salute. 
The Fort Ind^endence, repeated this salute, as soon 
as the barges came within range of the battery. 

From Loi^ Mand Head, after viewing the Nar- 
row^Sf and the outer harbour, the President returned 
to Fort Independence, where he landed, examined its 
13 
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condition, and partook of a handsome collation, p«- 
vided by the commanding officer, colonel Eustis. 
The barges were then rowed to the opposite garri- 
son of Fort Warren, the works of which underwent 
a strict inspection from the President, who immedi- 
ately returned to the city, and landed at the Long 
wharf, utfder another discharge of cannon. In the 
afternoon he visited his excellency governor Brooks, 
at liis seat at Medford ; in the evening he witnessed 
the early part of the performance at the amphithcata^ 
in Charlestown, and attended a party at major- 
general Deai'bom's. 

The forty-first anniversary of the independence 
of the United States, was celebrated in Boston, with 
an unusual degree of sidendor and festivity. A coin- 
cidence so striking as the presence of a chief magis- 
trate on a day of public rejoicing, had not occurred 
since the time of the illustrious Washington. The 
knowledge too, of president Monroe's personal and 
intimiEtte connexion, with the eventful war of the re- 
volution, and the contiguity of the memorable scene 
of its conajoiencement at Bunker's Hill, conspired to 
animate the people with sentiments of pride and gra- 
tification," and contributed to render the occasion 
peculiarly interesting. The day was ushered in by 
the discharge of morning guns, from each of the for- 
tified places; and at a very early hour, the streets 
were thronged with citizens and soldiers, all anxious 
to participate in the contemplated ceremonies of ttie 
day. The tiaiste and talent, of the best artists, had 
been summoned to the emblematical decorations of 



tHB PRBSIl>Blfr'S TOUR. 103 

Ifae extensive public edifices, in and about the city, 
and the aid of the mechanic was not wanting, to com 
tribute to the pleasure of the distinguished guest, to 
Inmour whom, was the evident object of all these 
preparations. 

Before seven o'clock, president Monroe had al- 
ready visited several workshops in Boston, and ex- 
amined various specimens of the inventive genius of 
their owners. At that hour, he rode to the country 
seat of commodore Bainbridge, at the neighbouring 
hamlet of Brookline, where he breakfasted with that 
officer, his family, and some distinguished citizens, 
who composed the cdmpany. 

From Brookline he repaired, tlirough Brighton, 
to Watertown, where he examined the manufactur- 
ing establishments, and the public arsenal, and 
thence continued his ride to the mansion of the hon- 
ourable Mr. Gore, near Waltham. At noon he re- 
turned to Boston. At his apartments in the ex- 
change, the society of Cincinnati of Massachusetts, 
then in waiting, were individually presented to him, 
and an address, which, at a recent meeting, had been 
unanimously voted, was delivered by the vice-presi- 
dent, colonel Tudor, the president, governor Brooks, 
by whom it was signed, being on some executive 
duties elsewhere. 

« To James Monroe, President of the United States* 

<< Sir — ^Whilst meeting you as one of our most 
distinguished brothers, permit us especially to thank 
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•70U for funiishmg an apptaixxoity of sduting ano- 
ther chief magistrate of the United States, taken 
from our ranks, and to offer you all the assurances, 
of respect and affection, whicii it becomes a society 
like ours to present, and which we pray you to ac-^ 
cept as flowing from hearts, first united by the pow- 
-orful sympathies of common toils and dangers. 

« Although time is fast reducing our original as- 
sociates, we^trust that whilst one remsuns he will ne- 
^'er desert the standard of freedom and of his coun- 
try, or our sons forget the sacred duties their sires 
liad sworn to discharge. We fought to obtain secu- 
rity, self-government and political happiness ; and 
the man who can approve both the principles and the 
means, caii never be indifferent to the social designs 
which such warfare contemplated, for among thos^^ 
puq)06es were included the restoration of good hu-, 
mour, good manners, good neighbourhood, pditical 
integrity, with a spirit of mild and manly patriot- 
ism. 

*^ We congratulate you as the highest representa- 
tive of our beloved country, that party animosity 
lias on all sides so far subsided, before the day-star 
of sound national policy, and we look with confi- 
dence to a wise and liberal administration of the pre- 
sidency to procure its termination. 

<' And now, sir, in bidding you a long fiurewel, 
for, from our lessenii^ numbers, such anotiier occa- 
sion can scarcely again occur, we join our best wish- 
es, that when you shall seek a retreat fhun the ho- 
nourable fatigues of public energies, in which so 
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Iai*ge a portion of your life has been employed^ HbsA 
your retirement may be accompanied by the ap- 
plause of the wise^ and the c<mcnrrent bluings of 
a prosperous an.d united repidilican empire, * 

•* John Bbookb/^ 

The President communicated the following re- 
ply. 

«^ Sir-— The affectionate address of my brothers of 
Cincinnati awakens in my mind the most grateftd 
^notions. No ajqprobation can be more dear to me 
than that of tiiose with whom I have had tiie hononip 
to share the common toils and perils of the war for 
fmr independence. 

" ^^ We were embarked in the same sacred cause of 
liberty^ mid we have lived to enjoy the rewaard of our 
eoBamon labours. Many of our companions in arms 
fell in the field before our independence was achiev* 
ed^ and many^ less fortunate than oursdves^ lived 
not to witness Ite perfect fulfilment of their hopes^ in 
the ppo&penAty and happiness of our country. You do 
but justice to yourselves in claiming the confidence 
of your country, that you can never desert the stand- 
ard of freedom. You fought to obtam it, in times 
when men's hearts and principles were severely tri- 
ed, and your public sacrifices and honourable ac- 
tions are the best pledges of your sincere and devo* 
ted attachment to our excellent constitution. 

** May your children never forget the sacred du- 
ties devolved on them to preserve the inheritance so 
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gattahtly acquired by their fathers. May t^iey cul- 
tivate the same manly patriotism^ the same disinter- 
ested friendship^ and the sam6 political integrity, 
which has distinguished you» and thus unite in per- 
petuating that social concord and public virtue, on 
which the future prosperity of our country must so 
essentially depend. 

I feel moBt deeply the truth of the melancholy sug- 
gestion, that we shall probably meet no more. While, 
however, we remain in life>- 1 shall continue to hope 
for your countenance and support, so far as my pub- 
lic conduct may entitle me to your confidence : and, 
in bidding you farewel, I pray a kind provid^ee 
long, to preserve your valuable lives for the honour 
and benefit of our country. 

<' JamIqs MoWBOE* 
^* To his excellency governor Brooks, president of 

the Cincinnati (tf Massachusetts." 

This ceremony of the Cincinnati being com]^- 
ted, the^esident accompanied the members of that 
body to the Old South Church, where, after prayer 
by the Rev. Mr. Parkman, an elegant and patriotic 
oration was pronounced by Edward T. Channing, 
esq. A procession was then formed, and being join- 
ed by the President and the Cincinnati, was escort- 
ed by the Independent Cadets, to the great hall in 
the State House. After an interchange of the felici- 
tations of the day, a numerous assemblage of gentle^ 
men, partook, with the President, of an elegant and 
sumptuous collation, which had be^n provided by 
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order of tto executive of the state. The whole area 
of the building was decorated with stars^ pyramids^ 
and festoons^ formed by tiie combiiiatiou of missile 
weapons^ entwined with olive and laurel. At table 
the following toasts were given. 

By Ms exeeUeney the governor — ^The day, and tiie 
recollection of the events and characters which this 
anniversary recals, uniting all hearts. 

By the Prtsident of the United States-^^The com* 
monwealth of Massachusetts — ^whose sons so emi- 
nently contiibnted to the independence we Uus day 
celebrate. 

By the lieutenant governor — ^The heroes of the re- 
volution— 4heir services claim, and will receive, 
the grateful acknowledgments of succeeding gene- 
rations. 

In the afternoon tlie President visited the armo- 
ries in Faneuil HaO, with the tasteful arrangement 
of the arms and military equipments in which, he ex- 
pressed much gratification. At five o'clock^ he di- 
ned with the Cincinnati at Concert Hall, and spent 
the evening at the honourable WillianP Gray's in 
Summer street In the course of the d|y, he re- 
ceived the address of a deputation, from the minority 
of the legislature of Massachusetts, wluch, with his 
answer, is here inserted. 

« To the President of the XJmted States. 

^^ Sir— The recent 9essi6n of the legislature of Mas- 
saclittsetts being closed previously to your arrival in 
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Bostoiiy flie repnblicaa members^ of both brancUes, 
we deprived of the plearare of personally paying 
their respects to the President of the United States* 
Those members therefore who were present at the 
adjournment, togeflierwith a nnmber of tiielr bretiK 
ren of Boston, hare dqaited us to offer you their 
Gongratiibitions on your arrival, imd to e3q»res»tiheir 
high regards for your official and personsd charac- 
ter. 

'< We are happy, »r, in having this opportunity^ 
not only of expressing our sinoaw congratulations on 
your^ election to the chief magistracy of the United 
States, by so large a majority of the eliectors, but to 
bear this public testimony of our estimation of tiie 
services rendered your country in the various sta- 
tions in which you have heretitfore officiated in Eu- 
rope and Ammca. 

These are sure jdedges that the prdsperity of the 
American rqmblic will be the dbject of your pur- 
suit; and that, while you are desirous of allaying 
the asperity of party dissentions, you will be anxiotts 
to maintaiiiUe legitimate principles of the constitu- 
tion with i^nabated ardour. 

The paMot, who has uniformly supported the ho- 
nour of his country in its various crnxBicts, is ever 
entitled to the t^plause of his fellow citizens. 

Fully impressed with this sentiment, we grateful- 
ly acknowledge your unremitted exertions in vindi- 
cating our national and commercial claims, when the 
immediate calls of the country rendered the servi- 
ces of our most enlightened statesmen ui^nt and 
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indispensable. We anticipate, with pleasure, the 
blessings arising to the United States, from the wis- 
dom and rectitude of your administration, more par- 
ticalarly in patronising such institutions as will ex- 
tend the useful branches of science and literatmre, 
and promote the agricultural, manufacturing and 
commercial interests of your constituents. 

^' We wish you every blessing, both national and 
domestic, and trust that your name will be record- 
ed in the American annals, with the same respectful 
veneration as distinguishes the characters of your 
illustrious predecessors, Washington, Adams, Jef- 
f<»*son and Madison. 

^« May you pursue your journey under the care of 
a bemgn providence, happy in the relBection that the 
personal safety of the chief magistrate of a repub- 
lican government, requires no other protection than 
what arises from the affections ^f his fellow citizens. 
^ In behalf of our brethren and fellow citizens, we 
most cordially bid you welcome to the metropolis of 
Massachusetts. 

<< Henby DsARB^aK, << Russell Sturgis, 
^^ Benjamin Austin, <^ Jacob Rhoabes, 
'< Thomas Melville, '< John Brazier, 
*< William Little, ** William Ingalls. 

<< CcmmtUt.^* 

THE ANSWER. 

*^ I have received, with great satisfaction, the very 
friendly welcmne which you have given me, on the 

K 
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part of some of the members of the legislature df 
Massachusetts, and of others, citizens of Boston, 
who had deputed you to offer me their cotigratula- 
tions on my arrival in this metropolis. Conscious of 
having exerted my best faculties, with unwearied 
zeal, to support the rights, and advance the prosper 
rity of my fellow citizens, in the various important 
trusts with which I have been honoured by my conn* 
try, the af^robation which you have expressed of 
my conduct is very gratifying to me. It has been 
my undeviating effort, in every situation in which 1 
have been placed, to promote to the utmost of my abi- 
lities, the success of our republican government. I 
have pursued this policy, from a thorough conviction 
that the prosperity and happiness of the whole Ame- 
rican people depended on the success of the great 
experiment which they have been called upon to 
make. All impartial persons now bear testimony 
to the extraordinary blessings with wliich we have 
been favoured. Well satisfied I am, that these blesS'- 
ings are to be imputed to the excellence of our go«- 
vemment, and to the wisdom and purity witii which 
it has been administered. 

*< Believing that there is not a section of our union, 
nor a citizen who is not interested in the success of 
our goverfiment, I indulge a strong hope that they 
will all unite, in future, in the measures necessary 
to secure it For this very important change, I 
consider the circumstances of the present epoch pe- 
culiarly favourable. The success and unexampled 
prosperity with which we have hitherto been bless- 
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ed^ must have dispelled the doubts^ of all who had 
befoi-e honestly entertained any, of the pradicabi* 
liiy of our system, and from these a firm and ho* 
nourable co-operation may fairly be expected. Our 
union has also of late acquired much strength. The 
proofs which have been afforded of the great advan- 
tages communicated by it to every foreign part, and 
of the ruin which would inevitably and promptly 
c^verwhelm even the parts most favoured, if it should 
be broken, seem to have carried conviction home to 
the bosoms of the most unbelieving. On the means 
necessary to secure success, and to advance within- 
creased rapidity, the growth and prosperity of our 
country, there seems now to be but little, if any, 
difference of opinion. 

<^ It is on these grounds that I indulge a strong 
hope, and even entertain great confidence, that our 
principal dangers and difficulties have passed, and 
that the character of our deliberations, and the course 
of the government itself, will become more harmo- 
nious and happy than it has heretofore been. 

^* Satisfied as I am, that the union of the whole 
community, in suppoi*t of our republican government, 
by all wise and proper measures, will' effectually se- 
cure it imm danger, that union is an object to which 
I look with the utmost solicitude. I consider it my 
duty to promote it on the principles, and for the pur- 
poses stated, and highly gratified shall I be if it can 
be obtained. In frankly avowing this motive, 1 owe 
it to the integrity of my views to state, that as the 
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support of our repubUcan government is my soleob- 
ject^ and in which I consider the whole community 
equally interested, my conduct will be invariably 
directed to^that end. In seeking to accomplish so 
great an object, I shall be careful to avoid such mea- 
sures as may by any possibility sacrifice it. 

<« James MoiraoE/' 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Inspection of the Jfavy Fardr^'4he President boards 
Uie Independence seventy -fotir-'-Midshipman King* s 
Mirrative — CharUstown — address of the Citizens 
— the President repairs to Bunker IBUr^-^MMLe- 
sea: Canal — Oroiorto— vml to Cambridge CoUege 
""-cddress of the PacvUy — the degree of Doctor of 
Laws cof/erred on the President — review of the 
Boston troops — ^uincy. 

ImiSFATiGARLE OS ilie President had^been in the 
examination of the pubUc works^ apon tiie Boston 
station^ the i^ivy yard on Mystic river, near Charles- 
town, had not yet been inspected. On the nic»ming 
of Saturday, the 5th, he tiierefore performed that 
duty, and honoured captain Hull, the commanding 
officer of the station, ¥ith his c<»npany to breakfast, 
after which he was received on board the Independ* 
ence seventy-four, by commodore Bainbridge, under 
a national salute. The ship was handsomdy dress^ 
ed off, with the flags of all the nations inamity^ with 
tiie United States, and a sumptuous coDation was 
pr^ared, to which the commodore had invited tiie 
general staff, and most of the naval, military, and 
civil officers. The FresideiiV hftvi^g'^allotled' this 

K 2 
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day for his visit to the monument of the brave and 
lamented general Warren; at Bunker UilU did not 
remain long on hoard the seventy-four. While there, 
however, commodore Bainbridge, with that atten- 
tion to the interests of those under his .command 
which so strongly characterises him, on presenth^ 
his officers, detained acting midshipman King, while 
he mentioned his escape, alone, in an open boat from 
Bermuda. The following is the statement made 
on that occasion, by midshipman King himseli^ 
to the President. <^ I was taken in the United 
States brig Vixen, on the* twenty-third 4)f Novem- 
ber, 1812, by his Britannic majesty's ship South- 
ampton, commanded by sir James Yeo. The Yixen 
and Southampton were wrecked on the 27th of No^ 
vember, on Littie Island, one of the Bahamas. We . 
were taken off Littie Island by his majesty's brig' 
Bhodian, and taken to Jamaica, where we were kept 
prisoners untU the dd of April, 1813, when a part 
of the Vixen's crew were paroled, myself among the 
number, and sent home in the Rebecca Sims of Fhii- 
ladelphia. We entered the Delaware on the dd of 
May, and were boarded by the Poictiei*s of seventy- 
four guns, commanded by sir John P. Berresford^ 
who ordered us to come to anchor, and- took all the 
officers and men belonging to the Vixen on board the 
Poicti^^, for the purpose of exchanging them for 
some of his. crew, then prisoners at Philadelphia* 
The officers and men were released on the 10th <^ 
May, with the exception of James Stevens, carpen- 
ter of .the Vixen^ and myself, whom sir John tboug^it 
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proper to detain^ on the supposition of our being 
British subjects. The Poictiers sailed for Bermuda 
on the 25th of May. Stevens and myself i^re sent 
on board the guard ship Ruby, of sixty-four guns, 
then commanded by commodore Evans. The Ruby 
had a%ne boat, which saQed remarkably fast. I 
mentioned to some of my companions in captivity, 
that we might venture to cross iUie gulf in her with- 
oat much daliger, but could get none of them to join 
me, with the exception of a man by the name of John 
Black, who gave his assent, and gave his oath that 
he would aid me in any scheme for our liberty. 
Thinking that I could put confidence in this man, 
I next day sold some shirts to some of the crew, and 
got one of the men belonging to the Ruby, to buy me 
a pocket compass and four loaves of bread. Being 
six or eight days without getting any chance to make 
my escape, and our mess being short of provision, 
I gave two of my loaves to the mess. 

^ The 24th of July being very stormy, and con- 
tinuing so during the night, I thought it would be 
the heet opportunity I could get of going off with 
tte boat) and accordingly watched for the favourable 
moment. About eleven o*clock, P. M. a heavy 
squall of rain came on, aud th^ sentry on the gang- 
way went under a shed that was built over the main 
hatchway, and the officer of the deck, and quarter- 
master, got under the 'forward part of the poop. 
Seeing the coast clear, I got my pocket compass 
a»d the remaining two loaveel of bread, and called 
my companion. We got down on the lower deck, 
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and iinsliipped oneof the gratings of the lower deck 
port; I gave my bundle to my companion^ and told 
Mm to remain there^ until I could get the boat along- 
side; I got out on the swinging boom^ and cut the 
painteiv and hauled the boat close in to the side; but 
what was my astonishment when my companion^ 
after handing me the bundle, «aid he would not go! 
In vain did- 1 state, that we should have fair wind 
one half the way, at least, owing to the trade winds, 
prevailing in that latitude. He said it would be im* 
possible to cross the gulf in an (^en boat, and men- 
tioned the scantiness of our provision*: Finding that 
I could not prevail on him to go, I shoved off, and let 
the boat drift astern of the ship. When I was about 
an hundred yards astern, they struck a bdl, and tlie 
sentry cried^all was well. I made sail as soon as 
possible, and at daylight, was thirty miles from Uie 
ship. On missing the boat they sent several vessels 
in chase of me, as I have since ^ been informed by 
«ie of the prisoners on board. 

^^ I had several squalls between Bermuda and ih^ 
^gulf-stream. I suffered a good deal for want of 
sleep, and did every thing I could think of to keep 
myself awake. My lips were parched with the sun j 
I used to irritate them with my fingers, to try if liie 
pain would keep me awake; but ail proved ineffec- 
tual. I often got adeep,^ and* sometimes when I 
awoke, would find the boat witli h^ sails aback, and 
steering a different course* After being out four 
days, I tried to steer by tying my hand tso the tiller^ 
which proved to be ^ery usefiil.to m% the r^t of the 
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passage. I suffered a good deal in the gulf^ owing 
to the continual motion of the boat. 1 saw a brig, 
bat thinking that she was an Englishman, I was 
fearful of approaching her. I made Cape Henry on 
the £d of August, about 4 P. M. and on approaching 
the lighthouse, discovered the British fleet lying in 
Lynnhaven Bay. I hauled to the southward, and 
beached the boat about twelve o'clock at niglit, about 
ten miles to the southward of the cape. I unbent the 
boat's jib, and carried it about a quarter of a mile 
from the boat, and went to sleep. I got up about 
sunrise next mornings and went to Mr. Whitehouse's 
dwelling, who treated me witii every kindness that 
my situation required. I proceeded to Norfolk, after 
remaining with Mr. Whitehouse two days, when I 
reported myself to captain Cassin, who advanced 
me funds to get to Washington. I sold my boat for 
thirty dollars: the boat was about twenty-two feet 
long, seven feet wide, and three deep, witii a fore- 
sail, mainsail, and jib. She was ballasted with fresh 
water in breakers." 

This narrative was heard by the President with 
great interest, and he did not I'efrain from express- 
ing liis admiration of the young man's intrepidity, 
and fearless disposition. Upon leaving the ship, he 
was again honoured witli a salute, and was received 
at the Navy yard, by a battalion of cavalry of 
Charlestown, under lieutenant-colonel Sweetser, who 
escorted him to the square, where the committee of 
aiTangement were in waiting for him. 

A meeting had been held in Charlestown, (the 
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honourable Josiah Bartlett^ moderator^) at which 
it was unanimously voted, that the selectmen, toge- 
ther with Josiah Bartiett, John ' Kettell, Joseph 
Hurd, Samuel Devens, Timothy Walker, Seth 
Knowles, Asahel Stearns, Leonard M. Parker, 
Thomas Miller, and Timothy Thompson, be a com- 
mittee, to make such arrangements for the recq>tioii 
of the President of the United States, as the dignity 
of his character and station, claim and require. 

It was also voted, that the committee be authori- 
sed to make such appropriations of money, to carry 
the same into effect, as they may deem necessary. 

This committee had already made handsome pre- 
parations for the reception of the President, and 
caused an arch, composed of evergreen, to be erect- 
ed at the principal entrance of the town. From the 
centre of this arch, was suq>ended a chain of twenty 
links, indicating the unio9 of the states, and hung in 
two festoons to tlie sides. On the arch, above, was 
inscribed, « I'hb 1 5th or June, 1 77 5.*' At this place 
Mr. Bartlett addressed the President in the follow- 
ing words. 

<< We have the honour, sir, in behalf of the inhabi- 
tants of Charlestown, respectfully to welcome you 
to this ancient settlement, which has once fallen a 
sacrifice to freedom, and still retains some vestiges 
of the revolutionary war, in which you were enga- 
ged at an early period of life. 

<< We cheerfully unite with our countrymen in the 
expressions of esteem and confidence, to which youp 
illustiious character and station entitle you; aiid 
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we rejoice that, whilst your administration has com- 
menced under such auspicious circumstances, we can 
anticipate its progress with public iapprobation, and 
its termination, with renown to yourself and prospe- 
rity to the nation/' 

To which the President was pleased to reply. 

** It is highly gratifying to me to meet the com- 
mittee of Charlestown upon a theatre so interesting 
to die United States. It is impossible to approach 
Bunker HiD, where the war of the revolution com- 
menced, with so much honour to the nation, with- 
out being deeply affected. The blood spUt here, 
roused the whole American people, and united them 
in a commim cause, in defence of their rights.-* 
That union will never be broken. 

<« Be pleased to accept my thanks for your kind 
attenticm on this interesting occasion." 

Having passed through an avenue, composed of 
the citizens, with the fathers of the town, and the 
reverend clei^ at their head, the escort moved by 
tht principal streets, to a square, formed on^ Breed's 
Hill, by twenty-one companies of the brigade of 
general Austin, iu the centre of which stood, the 

MOirUMENT OF WaKREIT. 

After reviewing the whole body of troops, compo- 
sed of colonel Page's regiment of infantry, colonel 
Kendall's re^ment of artillery, and colonel Sweet- 
ser's battalion of cavalry, the President partook of 
smne refreshments, which had been provided in a 
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marque, pitched for the occasion* on the heights of 
Bunker. Captain Wyman's company of light in- 
fantry^ performed the guard h(mours. Three of tiie 
survivors of the memorable battle, by which Hiis 
spot became distinguished, Mr. Thomas Miller; Mr* 
T. Thompson, and Mr. John Kettell^ were present- 
ed at the marque, and conversed with the Presi- 
dent 

The directors of the Middlesex canal, ^hich had 
been opened to the vast timber lands of New Hamp- 
shire, and which, from its being the only medium of 
the supply of materials forthe navy, had become an 
object of national importance, invited the Presid^it 
to view the most contiguous parts of that great work. 
A spacious roofed boat had been prepared, at the 
margin of the canal, in which he embarked with his 
suite, attended by the directors and proprietors, and 
accompanied by governor Brooks, general Miller, 
commodores Bainbridge and Perry, lieutenant go- 
vernor Phillips, the honourable William Gray, judge 
Tudor, doctors Osgood and Townsend, marshal 
Prince, the honourable Mr. Otis, and the vaaierable 
ex-president of the United States, John Adams. In 
the course of the passage, the great object of the ca- 
nal, its extent and utility, were developed to the Pre- 
sident, and a new, and accurate, map of New Hamp- 
shire, exhibiting the courses of the river Merri- 
mack, was laid open to him. The company passed 
the aqueduct of Medford River, ascended one of 
the principal locks, and landed at the seat of the ho- 
nourable Peter C. Brooks, when fliey partook of 
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some refreshments^ 9-nd proceeded to the. house of 
the governor at Medford, where the whole party 
had been previously invited to dine. 

It was expected that the President would have 
proceeded further up the canal^ to Wobum^ and 
thence, through the pleasure grounds, to thepavilion^ 
at each of which places, numbers of citizens, and 
some volunteer veterans, had collected to i^eceive 
him. Bat it became necessary to inform them, that, 
the pressing engagements of the President, compell- 
ed him on many simitar occasions, to fori^go his own 
inclinations. 

In the evening of the same day, a sacred oratorio 
was peiformed at Boston, by the Handel and Haydn 
Society, in honour of the President, which he at- 
tended at six o'clock, amid a drowded and brilliant 
audience. The I'emainder of the evening was spent 
at the house of the honourable Mr. Otis, in whose 
garden was exliibited, a very splendid exhibition of 
rockets and other fire-works. 

On the morning of Sunday, the 6th, the honoura- 
ble Mr. Lloyd, commodores Balnbridge and Perry, 
.and colonels Sargent and House, accompanied the 
President to Christ church. His approach was an- 
nounced to the wardens by the * honourable Mr. 
Liloyd, and he was promptly conducted to the pew, 
belonging to commodore Balnbridge. The service 
was performed by the reverend Mr. Eaton. When 
public worship was concluded, he was conducted by 
the honourable Mr. Lloyd, to his elegant mansion 
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and gardens, from whence he took a view <>f the 
harbour. 

He then examined the celebrated painting of colo- 
nel Sargent> representing the entry of Christ into 
Jerusalem, and exjn^essed much admiration of the 
genius of the painter, as well as at his choice of so 
isublime a subject. 

In the afternoon he again attended diyine service 
at the Rev. Mr. Chaning's meeting-house, in Fede- 
ral street, in company with commodore Perry, colo- 
nels Perkins and Sai^nt, and George Blake, esq. 
iind upon his return to the Exchange Coffee House, 
the president and vice-president, and many members 
of the Boston Mechanic Association, were severally 
introduced to him. In the evening, the President 
made a visit to general Humj[direys. 

On Monday morning, the 7th, he breakfast^ 
ed with lieutenant governor Phillips, at his man- 
sion in Trimant street, after which, he visited 
the extensive Uterary and scientific establishment, 
Ihe Athensemn. At 10 o'clock he was accompanied to 
€he university in Cambridge, at the entrance to the 
chapel of which, he was received by the Rev. presi- 
dent Kirkland, and thence conducted into the draw- 
ing room, where all the professors, tutors, lecturers^ 
and instructors were individually presented to him. 
The galleries of the chapel, were already filled with 
the beauty and fasliion of Boston and its neigM^ur- 
hood, and the President was introduced to his seat, 
amid the plaudits of the assembly., The provost 
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then read the foUoMdng address of the Corporatioii 
of the University. 

" Sir— The president and the fellows of Harvard 
College are happy in an opportunity of presenting 
their respectful salutations to the chief magistrate 
of the nation* It is peculiarly grateful to us that a 
visit to this university has not been found inconsist-* 
ent with those objects of public concern which en- 
gage the attention of the Preddent of tiie United 
States in'the course of his literary progress. 

^ We take satisfaction in this notice of our semina- 
ry^ as evincing your estinu^on of liberal studies^ and 
your interest in th^ education and character of Ame^ 
rican youth. Our academic fimctions cannot fail t^ 
derive dignity and ejBect, flrom the countenance of th^ 
civil authcnities^ and our piq^s to find incitements 
to excdleiice in all the demonstrations of sympathy 
in their pursuits and destination^ given by tiiose who 
fill exalted stations. 

<< We bid you welcome^ sir, to an establishment co^ 
eval witii the foundation of the state, and the object 
of public andindividual &vour> through many succeSf 
sive generation9. WhUey however> its coanexiom 
witih the history of past times^ and the number of 
son^ which, in the lapse of two centuries, it has an« 
nually dismissed from its care, are circumstances 
which naturally excite a degree of interest, we are 
densible that antiquity alone, though venerable, is 
an inadequate basis cS respect from men of inteUi- 
gence and reflection. 
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« We would hope that this cherished seminary has 
other, and stronger, claims to complacent regard 
from every friend to the best interests of man, ©very 
patron of intellectual and moral excellence. 

«« With the rudiments of good literature, and the 
elements of science, it has been the constant and 
elevated aim in this institution, to inspire the minds 
of youth with fliose principles of virtue and piety, 
with those manly sentiments,^ and with ihiU;pure 
love of truth and duty, which are best calculated to 
form the man and citizen. 

<<By pursuing such a oaurse, this ancient schmd 
has sought to preserve in close alliance, the inter- 
ests of religion and leamiiig, of faith and charity, 
of liberty and order. Desiring to train those who 
are under our charge for the whole public, and foir 
mankind, we deem it an essential part of our office, 
to endeavour to temper the prejudices and feelings, 
incident to particular attachments, and geographical 
divisions. To exhibit the evidence and authority xmC 
our common faith, with a due moderation in respect 
to peculiarities of opinion and mode, and to encou- 
rage free inquiries into the nature, the value, tibe 
dangers and the preservatives, of our republicaa in- 
jstitutions, with a just reserve upon those contro- 
verted questions which tend to inflame the spirit q4^ 
party. 

"We present to your view, sir, that portion of th6 
youth of our country, now resident within these 
walls, af id are happy to bear testimony to the many 
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pledges they give of their regard to the interesting 
objects of litelrary pursuit, and to those attainments 
on which their future usefulness must depend. 

*^ May they, and all the s<ms of this university, ever 
cheri3h those generous affections, and aim at those 
soUd acquirements which shall bind and endear them 
to' Aeir country, and render them approved instru* 
mefits in advancing the inta:'est and honour of our 
natimi^ and strengthening and protecting its precious 
institutions* 

'^ In ttiese indications of the purposes of public edu'» 
cation, we are p^*sttaded, sir, that we refer to ob- 
jects which you deem worthy of high regait^ 

<* We congratulate you on the auspicious circum-' 
stances which attend tiie commencement of your ad- 
ministratioH.. Accept our wishes and prayers for 
its happy course and issue — and indulge the expres- 
sion of our desire, that whilst you, by the favour of 
heaven, upon the exercise of the appropriate duties 
of your high station, ibtain the happiness of seeing 
the associated communities, over which you preside, 
dafe and prosperous, it may be our privilege, by 
fidelity and zeal in our allotted sphere, under the 
smilestif the same good providence, to co-operate in 
the w(H*k of patriotism, by diffusing the light of know- 
ledge and the saving influence of religion and mo- 
rals. 

« John T. Kib^xand. 

"July r, 1817." 
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The Reply of the Prmdeni, 

u SiT^^ am deejdy impressed with the distin- 
gutehed attontiQii, with wMch the president fmd fd- 
lows of Harvard University have been pleased to 
liimoiir me on my present visit. Nothing is more 
interesting to my own nund, and notiiing can be more 
importairt to our common country^ than the cultivap 
tion of science and liberal literature. The principal 
caqppbrt of a free government is to be derived from 
die sound morals and intelligence of the people; and 
the mo^ extensive the means of education, the more 
confidently may we rely upon the preservation of 
our public liberties. Whatever docribts may once 
have been entertained upon the subject of the stabi- 
lity of a republican gov^-nment, and of its capacity 
to promote the public interests, the progress of our 
own must now have satisfied the most scqytical mind, 
and awaken the strongest cAivictlon of its energy 
and excellence. * 

<« The venerable university, over which you pre- 
i^ide, has long been a great ornament of our country: 
it seenis exceedingly .well adapted in its orgswiza- 
tion, to give the best instruction. It has nurtured 
in its bosom many of those who, by their patriotism, 
their piety and their learning, have conferred lasting 
benefits on mankind. Most sincerely do I wish that 
it may continue to be a public blessing, and under 
the smiles of providence^ increase in usefulness. An 
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institution which endeasrours to reta' American jon&i 
in the pure iove of truth and duty, and white it^- 
lightens their nrinds by ingenuous and liberal stu- 
dies, endeavowra to awaken a love of country, to 
soft^i local prejudices, and to incidcate diristian 
f aitii aand charity, cannot but aicquire, as it Reserves, 
the confidence of the wise and good. Tou do jus- 
tice, th^rdbre, to my feelings, in believing that such 
an institution must possess my bluest regard) and 
that I shall always take a lively interest in its pros- 
perity. 

'* James Mokroe. 
« To the Rev. President Kirkland.'* 

Mr. Caleb Gushing, a member of the senior dass, 
then pronounced a Latin oration, and the degree of 
Doctor of Laws, the highest honourof the university, 
was conferred upon James Monroe. The President, 
and gentlemen invited, accompanied by the govern- 
ment of the university, then proceeded to view the 
library, the philosophical chamber, the chemical la- 
boratory, and other public rooms; after which, they 
returned to the colonnade of University Hall, where 
they witnessed the admirable mUitary mano&uvres 
of tiie Harvard Wa.4hington corps. From this place 
they proceeded to the house of the president of the 
university, and partook of a collation. About one 
o'clock, the President returned to town, and alight- 
ed at the house of general Welles, in Parke street, 
whence he was escorted by a squadron of cavalry, 
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under major Phelps, to the common. There he re- 
riewed general Welles's brigade, of the militia of 
Boston, consisting of a battalion of cavalry, three 
companies of artillery, six companies of Hgfat infan- 
try, six battalions of infantry, and tihe Independent 
Cadets, who did guard duty, at the marque, pitched 
for flie head quarters of the commander in chief. 
After receiving the marching salutes of the brigade, 
tiie President, the commander in ehief, and their 
suites, with the brigadier-general, and his officers, 
alighted at head quarters, and at three o'clock, with 
the governor and his aids, took carriages, and pro- 
ceeded to Quincy, to dine with the venerable ex-pi*e- 
sident Adams, in company with the honourable 
Messrs. Quincy, Dearborn, Gray and others. He 
returned to town about eight o'clock, and attended 
a ball at the honourable 3fr« George Blakes. 
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CHAPTER VIL 



ThePresidmt departs fr&m BosUm^-^^tddrm of the 
CiH»ens of Lymv^-^dceeds to MarbUhead, thence 
to Salem and Iprunck-r^esdniims at these places^ 
Mrvbyryport— address of the, (HHiZiens there^^n^ 
specUon of the Fa^ories at Misbary-^^ihe President 
arrives at Portsmouik — address of the CUiaens— 
of theAssocmted Mechanics omd Momffox^rers^ 

Hatuto cojnpleted the examination of aU the pub- 
lic works, and the inspection of the several garri- 
sons, upon this station, the President took his final 
leave of Boston, and proceeded on his way to Salem, 
on the morning of Tuesday the 8tJi of July. Con- 
gress street was filled with a multitude of pec^le, 
who assembled on that occasion, to offer a last tri- 
bute of respect to the chief magistrate. Captain 
PrenlJss, with a company of light dragoons, attend- 
ed him to the boundary line of the county, where a 
body of military from Salem, which had been station- 
ed there to receive him, assumed the duty of an es- 
cort to conduct him to that town. Commodore 
Bainbridge, and some citizens of distinction, who 
had also rode with the President to this spot, took 
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tiieir leave, and retamed to Boston at the same time* 
He travelled to Lynn with his usual speed, and a 
committee of the citizens, which had ht^en in readi- 
ness, met and conducted him to the hotel, under sa- 
lutes from the artillery and other martial honours. 

When due preparation had been made, and the 
customary preliminary ceremonies performed, the 
chairman of the committee read to him the following 
address: 

<< May it jdease your Excellency— The committee 
ai^inted for that purpose, respectfully tender you 
the congratulations of the citizens of Lynn, upon 
your arrival in this ancient town. 

<< It ia with sentiments of patriotic pride and l»art- 
felt pleasure, that the inhabitairts of X^nn eigoy this 
opportunity of beholding among them the chief ma- 
gistrate of the maon. 

<< Elevated to your Ugfasmd honoiirable office by 
the sufih^gesof afi^ee people, in conformity with the 
prUic^Ies of our excellent con^^titution, it is no lesa 
the duty, than it is the happy privilege of ibis peo- 
ple! to V^y their voluntary respects to the maa of 
their choice* 

« Whilst under foreign governments, the people 
are oftentimes obliged by royal mandates, to pay 
reluctant honours to their rulers, it is the singular 
fortune of Americans, that they are free to act for 
themselves, and that in paying honours to the men 
of their choice, they have to acknowledge naother 
mandate than that of freedom. 

<« Impressed by such consideraticms, the inhabit. 
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ai^ of Ljnh^ known aa a manufacturing people^ 
from the early settlement of the town, heartily con- 
gratulate you on the present peaceful and prosperous 
state of our country, and fondly indulge the hope, 
that the blessings of Mberty will be preserved, and 
that thfe arts, commerce, and manufactures of the 
nation, will be fostered and protected by your ad- 
ministration, recently commenced under circum- 
stances so auspicious. 

<^ Wishing your exc^ncy a long continuance of 
healtii and happiness, we have the honour to be, 
with sentiments of the highest respect, your obedi- 
ent servants; 

*< R. W. T»BVETT, 

^< Chairman of the Committee." 

The President returned a verbal answer, and 
having passed on foot^ in company with governor 
Brooks, and preceded by the committee, through 
two lines formed by the inhabitants, and extending 
to the outskirts of the town, he resumed his journey. 

Some distance firom Msorblehead, captain Story's 
company of light infantry met the Pre^dent, and 
attended him to the suburbs of the town. There he 
was received by a committee, and by many of the 
leading citizens, accompanied by whom he entered 
MarUehead, amid discharges of cannon, and many 
demonstrations of joy and satisfaction from the peo- 
ple. The President remained several hours in this 
place, during which he viewed Ihe town and harbour; 
inspected FortSewalt and the garrison; reviewed a 
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battalion of artiliery under major Reed; and re- 
ceived congratulatofy visits fipom a nunriber of citi- 
zens. 

Preparations had been made in Salem to receive 
and entertain the President in a becoming manner. 
A town meeting was held oa the 10th of June, 
for the purpose of considering "i^hat measures were 
necessary to be adopted by the citizens^ in regard to 
his expected visit, and in what manner their gra- 
tification might be demonstrated at so pleasing 
an event The honourable Benjamin Pickman, jun. 
after some aj^rqiriate observations, submitted the 
following resdution, \i(hich was unanimously adopted; 

*^ Besolvedf That a visit from the President of the 
United States to this town, during his pres^it tour, 
will be highly acceptable and gratifying to its inha- 
bitants. That we notice with much satisfaction the 
universal disposition which prevails, to pay him 
every respectful attention which is due to the chief 
magistrate of a free country. That the selectmen, 
with such other gentlemen as the toWn may aHd, be 
a committee of arrangements, whose duty it sludl be 
to give, in our behalf, a respectful invitation to the 
President to visit the town, to prepare and deliver to 
him a suitable address on the occasion, and also that 
they be auth(»ised and requested to make, in our be- 
halfi every arrangement which they may judge ne- 
cessary or proper to carry our wishes into fUll and 
complete eflTect," 

The following gentiemen were then selected and 
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approyed of as the aMnndttee : — ^Honourable Bei\ja- 
min Pickman^ jun. ; honourable Joseph Story $ hon- 
ourable John Hckering; honourable Nathaniel Sils- 
bee; honourable Nathaniel Bowditch; Joseph White, 
Joseph Peabody, David Cununins^ William Peel, 
and Joseph Winn, esquires. 

About three o'clock of the same day, (the 8th) his 
appi^oa^h to that tovm was announced by a salute 
from colond Russell's regiment of artQlery, and on 
his en<3*ance he was joined by the sdectmen, a com- 
mitbe of the citizens, and the marshals, when colo- 
nel^ Mansfidd gave him a welcome in the name of 
the iidiabitants, in the following terms : 

« We are Mghly gratified, sir, that we have once 
more an opportunity to present our respects to the 
chief magistrate of the nation, and we, the select- 
men, sinca^ly welcome you to jHie ancient town of 
Salem." 

The President made acknowledgments for the po- 
liteness evinced in the conduct of the citizens, and 
immediately quitted his carriage, and rode into the 
town on hcMTseback. A short distsmce from the Essex 
Coffee House, in Essex street (where preparations h ad 
been made for his reception), he dismounted, and pro- 
ceeded to that hotel on foot, tlirough an avenue form- 
ed by the children of the different schools in the town 
and ndigfabourfaood. Among many eminent persons 
who were in waiting at the hotel, to give the Presi- 
dent a welcome, were, his excellency governor 
Brooks, who had arrived some hours before him, 
dressed in full uniform and attended by bii^ ai^d^, and 

M 
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the honourable Timothy Pickering, of the supreme 
executive council. In conformity wifii the resolu- 
tions previously inserted^ the honourable Benjamin 
Fickman then tendered a congratulatoiy address to 
the President, and received a v^y flattering refdy. 

The President shortly afterwards repamd to the 
Town Hall, where he gave audience to flie chief ci- 
tizens, and the naval and military commanders re- 
siding in Salem. He then proceeded to WasMng- 
ton Square, for the purpose of reviewing the troops, 
assembled there, consiirting of a battalion of cavalry, 
a regiment of infantry, a regimcoit of artfflery^ and 
the corps of cadets ; ihe wbde detachment under fte 
command of cdond Russell of the artiBeiy. The 
manoeuvres during this parade were performed with 
so much correctness, and the appearance of the mi- 
litary was so warlike, that the President expressed 
lumself very much pleased and gratified. A marque 
had been provided for his accommodation on the 
ground; and discharges were fired by tile arCHlery, 
at his arrival and departure. 

Returning to his apartments, he was jmned at the 
dinner table by a number of guests, among whom 
were his excellency governor Brooks, the honour- 
able Mr. Crowninshield, secretary of the navy, the 
honourable Mr. Pickering, judge Story, several 
United States naval and military etScers^ general 
Hovey and other militia cheers, the venerable Dr. 
Holyoke and the reverend ol^rgy, the cmnmittee of 
arrangement, marshids of the day, &c. In the even- 
ing, the President and the governor^ with tiieir 
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suites^ attended a concert at flie New Town Hall^ 
the public (^ning of which had been delayed for 
llii» occasion. Theintemr decorations of the biuld- 
ing were rich and tasteful, and the audience assem- 
bled was ei^iinated at one thousand persons. 

The early part of Wedn^ay, the 9th, was de- 
¥otQd by the President to. an examination of such 
objecti^ as were m^pe intiniately connected with his 
visit to this 0ace. He viewed Fort Pickering on 
Winter Idmid, the East India Museum, the Sal^d 
Atheni&um, tilie New Workhoi^se, and soaae other 
public estfOdisluHents. The secretary <^ the navy 
was honoured with his presence at dinner, and in 
the evening he attended a ]^«rty at judge Story's. 

Having partake of an early breakfast, with the 
honouraUe Mr. Thomdyke, on the morning of 
Thursday, he passed the remainder of that day, and 
the principal part of the following, in privacy and 
retirem^it, and on Saturday, l^th, he continued his 
journey toward New Hampshire. 

The measures pursued in other towns, relating to 
a proper and respectful reception of tiie President, 
had been adopted by the inhabitants of Ipswich at an 
early day. On the l£th of June a town-meeting 
was cony^ied at that place, when 

^< Nathaniel Wade, esq. was placed in the chair, 
and Josiah Caldwell chosen secretary. The ho- 
nourable John Heard called the attention of the 
meeting to the object for which it was convened, and 
ardentiy hoped^ that the citizens would cordially 
unite in offering their respects tQ the chi^ magis^ 
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trate of the union, when his arrival should be an- 
nounced. 

« On motion of Asa Andrews, esq, seconded by 
major Robert Farley, it was unanimoudy resolved, 
that ten gentlemen be appointed, who, witii the se- 
lectmen, shall constitute a committee of arrange- 
ments, and that they be requested to attend to the 
objects of their appointment, and make report of 
their proceedings, at .the adjournment of their meet- 
ing, on Monday evening, the l6fli instant. 

<* The fdUowing gentlemen were then sdected and 
appointed: Honourable John Heard — John Man- 
ning, esq. — ^Nathaniel Wade, esq. — ^major Robert 
Farley— captain Moses Treadwell — colonel Jose^ 
Hodgkins — ^Asa Andrews— Jona Cogswell — George 
Choate, and Joseph Farley, esquires. 

(Attest) ^< JosiAH Caldweix, Sec'ry.'* 

The previous delay of the President at Salem, 
however, prevented him from receiving all those at- 
tentions which were contemplated by the people of 
Ipswich, and after merely halting to receive the 
visits of the committee, and some of the principal 
inhabitants, he passed on towards Newburyport, 
under an escort which had been deispatched from that 
place to attend him. This escort consisted of a re- 
giment of cavalry, commanded by colonel J. Cdman, 
and the field (^cers of the brigade, under the direc- 
tion of majors John Scott, and David Wood, jun. 
At Parker^s river he was met by the honourable Bai- 
ley Bartlet, sheriff of Essex, and tiie committee of 
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arrangement, when colonel Mosely, their chairman, 
addres^ him. 

« Sir— A mmber of the citizens of Newhoryport 
1*4 vicinity, dosiroos of paying you th«r respects, 
have tak^i ttic^ liberty to meet you on your journey, 
and with your permission, will accompany you to 
Newburyport, where the citisens of tiiat town will 
be hai^y, in a more formal manner, to pay you their 
salutations/' 

A large j^a^y of citizens then joined the caval- 
cade, and accompamed the President into town. 
Ci4)tain Cc^n'S'Company of artillery announced his 
entrance with di8d^urges of ordnance, and tiie cheers 
of the people foUowed him to the hotel. 

An address, which had been prepared by a comi- 
mittee r^resenting the inhabitants, was immediate- 
ly preipented by Iheir chairman. 

<^Sir — The citizens of Newburyport, by their 
committee, beg leave to present their sincere re- 
spects to the cliief magistrate of the United States. 
Having been called by a free and inteUigmit people, 
to pre^de over tiieir most important concerns, it 
must be peculiarly grateful to your feelings, at the 
commencement of your arduous duties, to be made 
more particularly acquainted with their local inte- 
rests, and to reedve their respectful and affection- 
Ate aaliitatiotts. It is. no less pleasing to us, than 
happy for the nation, tiiat we derive the honour ol 
tliis interview, frmn the practical operation of that 
maxim of your illustrious predecessor, the father of 
his country, in his. last affectionate address to bis 
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fellow citizens, that *« timely disbursements to pre- 
pare for danger, frequenfly prevent much greater 
disbursements to repel it/* A numerous and weal- 
thy population, stretching along an extensive sea- 
coast, presents to a foreign enemy, many alluruig 
objects of attack, and the present period of peace 
and public tranquillity, appears peculiarly favoura- 
ble for our defence and security. 

" Enjoying, as we do, the blessings of a free go- 
vernment, our attachment to it cannot be the less ar- 
dent, when administered by one, who took so honour- 
able and active a part in those measures by which it 
was obtained. We trust that under your adndnis- 
tration, by the smiles of a kind providence, a spirit 
of peace wUl be generally diffiused ; the venerable 
and pious institutions rfour fathers preserved; and 
the citizens meet their appropriate rewards, in the 
labours of agriculture, mannfiictures and commerce^ 
and in extending the sciences and arts. 

<* Accept, sir, our best wishes, that you may be 
prospered in the important object of your journey, 
and at the clo^e of your labours receive a consola- 
tion, the most dear to a patriot, in the happiness and 
prosperity of the country.'* 

The President was pleased to reply in stibstance, 
as follows : 

That he received, with great sensibility, the at- 
tentions of the citizens of Newfouryport; that his 
principal object in making this tour was, to see the 
situation of the people in different parts of the coun- 
try, and to acquire such information as would better 
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enable him to discharge the duties of his oflSceTthaf 
in his joui-ney he had been highly gratified with the 
prosperous condition of the people^ and that we could 
not be sufficiently thankful to that bountiful provi- 
dence^ which had conferred upon us such great 



The President concluded with desiring^ that his 
grateful sentiments for the kind and re^ectful man- 
ner in which he had been received by the citizens^ 
might be commiuucated to them. 

His excellency then retired to an adjoining apart- 
menty where^ in company with maj. gen* Dearborn^ 
commodore Bainbridge, brigadier«general Miller, 
general Bricket, Dr. Watorhouse, and the reverend 
clergy of that and s(Hne ndghbouri^g towns, he sat 
down to a sumptuous dinner. Having ai^ified his 
desire to dispense with any farther escort, he took 
leaire of the company, and traveUed that evening to 
Portsmouth. 

During this portion of his journey, he delayed 
a while at Amsbury, to examine the factories in tiiat 
town and its vicinity. 

A committee from Portsmouth, a company of the 
S5th cavalry, and a collection of citizens on horse- 
back and in carriages, joined the President at Green- 
land, BXkd formed a line of march to enter the city. 
The procession then moved in that direction^ and 
having passed the lines, a national saluto from the 
artillery under captain Currier, announced that event 
to the inhabitonts, and a repetition of tins salute from 
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the company of Sea FeacilileBy under ai{»tain BrowUf 
communicated flie inteUigmce of tbe Presidmt's ar- 
rival. 

When be had ascmded the balcony of Frost's 
Hotel, tiie hmiourable Mr. Mason^ in presence of 
the assembled citizens, delivered an address. 

^* To the President of Ok United BtaJtez. 

<< Sir— The presence of tlie chief magistnite, se- 
lected for his eminent virtues and public s^rvice^y to 
preside over and direct the coundk of a great natmi, 
must always excite feelings of the highest inirai^st. 
The iiriiabitants i£ the town of Portsmouth, remote 
from the seat of the gen^d government,, can expect 
few (^portunitfes <tf witnessing such a gratifying 
scene. We therefore eagerly embrace this fortumUe 
occasion to present our ardent and «inc^re C(mgratii«- 
lations. 

^^Engi^^ chiefly in the business of commerce 
and navigation, we know ourxlestinies are, in a pe^ 
culiar manner, dependent on the measures of fliat 
government, to which the protection of those im- 
portant objects, is exclusively confided. These en- 
terprising pursuits, which have always been greatly 
contributory to the g^ieral welfare, are now suSfer- 
ing under a temporary dq^ression. But we have 
entire confidence that tiie wisdom and justice of gov- 
ernment, will extend to them all the protection and 
support that shall be in its power. _ 

** To superintend and conduct the national con- 
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cerns has always, in free goveminentsy been the 
favourite employment of the best and greatest men. 
By no other means, can an individual of distinguish- 
ed talents so eminently promote the puUic good. 
The successful performance of such duties must, at 
all times, constitute a sure claim to ihe gratitude of 
a generous people. This, sir, is the arduous and 
honourable service, which is entrusted to you by the 
citizens of the United, States. 

<^ Sensible how greatly the national prosperity 
dqiends on the due administration of the govern- 
ment, we recal to our recollection, with much satis- 
faction, the numerous pledges of attachment to the 
pu Wc interest, furnished by the history of your past 
life. It is our earnest and confident hope, tiiat your 
admiiiistratix^n, by perfecting our valuable institu- 
tions^ and by uniting public sentiment, and wisely 
directing it to proper national objects, may fulfil the 
present happy anticipations, and thus establish on a 
firm basis, your own and your country's happiness, 

honour and glory. 

« J. Mason, 

« In behalf of the inhabitants of the town of Ports- 
mouth.'' 

In his answer, the President adverted to the flou- 
rishing condition of the town of Portsmouth; made 
some suitable remarks on the principal points con- 
talned in the address; and tendered his acknow- 
ledgments for the civiKtiies which had been shown 
him. 
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AA andtencewasfheti given to the pfincipal ii^^ 
bitantsy and he shortly after adjourned to his qittr- 
ters, at Mr. Wentworth's, in Jeffrey street^ BCoxmi- 
paiued by the ocMiunitteey the marshals, and a detach- 
ment of the military. 

In addition to fte religkMis duties of the day^ the 
President^ on Sunday the 13th, paid a visit to gev« 
emor Langdcm, ii^ll known for his revolutionary 
services; and on Monday, he made his usual circuit 
of observation through the forts, flie hariwur, the 
navy, yard, and Ae public institutions. A committee 
from the Society of Associated Mechanics oS the 
state, and the president and vice-president of Hiat 
society, waited upon his exceOency in the course of 
this day, and met a (x^rdial and friendly reception. 
On this occasion tlie chairman delivered an address, 
which is here introduced : 

*< To James J^tonroe, President of the United States. 

tt Sir^— In behalf of the Associated Mechaiucs and 
Manufacturers of the state of New Hampshire, we 
ask leave to present you their respectful salutations, 
and to express with unfeigned cordiality, the satis- 
faction they derive from the visit with which you are 
pleased to honour this metropoliis. 

•* They are not unmindful that your numerous 
oflSicial avocations require your first attrition, and 
must necessarily render your present tour through 
the country extr^nely arduous; consequently the too 
frequent recurrence of formal addresses may be- 
come irksome, and even painful: yet they havepre* 
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somed it not incompatible with their duty^ or with the 
rules of propriety^ to avaU themselves of the present 
«^^rtanity of expressing flieir pttblic regard, for 
the man in whom seven millions of free people have 
r^osed the highest ^degree of public confidence, and 
to whom they are indebted for the most important 
services. 

** We notice with peculiar satisfaction, the atten- 
tion which Ae arts and manufactores of our country 
have received from you, and view it as the liarbinger 
of increasing prospei^, and as a mean of perpetu- 
ating our independence. Accqit, sir, our sincere 
wishes for your future faealtii and happiness, and our 
assttrances, that no portion of the community can^ 
fed a more lively interest in your p^^aonal welfare^ 
flian do the Associated Mechanics of New Hamp- 
shire. 

'^ AbnSB GjEffiENXEAF, 
"WiMilAM SiBftES, 

€4 Nathakkei. B. March, 
<^ John Bvsi.zt BIull^ 
*« David C. Fosteb^ 

*< Committee^' 

An extemporaneous imswer was returned by the 
President; in which he made some a^nt^riate re- 
flections on Hie utility of encouraging our native 
manufiictures. 



144 A NABRATIVE OF 



CHAPTER VIII. 



Province oJMdnt — tht President lands at ISttm^-^ 
addresS'-'froceeds to Kennebunk, and is addressed 
there — WellSf-JInmdd — Biddejbrd — address (^ a 
Committee-^he President repairs through Saco and 
Scarborough to Porttand — reply to the invitationr 
from the COixens of Bath and other towns — visit^ 
to forts PrMe and Scawmuir'-'address cfthe Oer- 
gy~r4he President re-enters JVfew Hampshire. 

Ths town of Portsmouth^ was the most distant, 
to the eastward, from the seat of governmenty which 
had ever been visited by the executive before^ Presi* 
dent Washington's tour not extending beyond tliat 
place. The increase of population in the province 
of Maine, however, and the consequent augmenta* 
tion of its importance in the union, had occasioned, 
since that period, the construction of many objects, 
which Mr. Monroe deemed worthy of his insp^tion. 
Accordingly, on Tuesdays the 1 5th of July, be cross- 
ed the Piscataqua, from Pprtsmouth, and entered 
Mtdne, at the town of Kittery. The citiziens were 
already paraded on the shore, and the honourable 
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Mr. Holmes^ of Alfred^ in their behalf^ thus address- 
ed him: 

« Sir — ^As citizens of Maine; we take the liberty 
to meet the chief magistrate of the nation, on his en- 
tering our district, and to pay him our respects. It 
beinigthe first time a President of the United States 
hasyisited this section of the country, it is a source 
of peculiar satisfaction to meet and greet one whose 
privaite virtues and public administration have beeh 
so much, and so justly admired by the people of 
Maine. 

^^ Permit us, sir, for ourselves, and our friends, 
to congrattdate you on your election as President, 
and bid you a cordial welcome to this part of the 
uiuon ; to tender you our services, to alleviate the 
fatigii€83 of yoiur journey ; and our wishes and exer- 
tions that all your labours for the people may be re- 
ceived with gratitude, and crowned with success. 
Through the wisdom of yourself, and your compa- 
triots, t;he patriotism of the people, and the favour of 
heaven, you have the singular felicity to receive the 
voluntary homage of tiie nation, and to witness its 
peace^ prosperity, freedom, and happiness. 

"This journey, like the journey of your life, is 
commenced and pursued for the public good. Like 
that^ its fatigues have been endured with patience, 
its obstacles overcome with perseverance, its storms 
encountered with firmness, and its refireshing sun- 
shines relished with equanimity and gratitude. lA 
each, as you have advanced, you have acquired addi- 
tional honour, reverence and love. In your future 
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progress, in both, may your health b€ preserved, 
your country's prosperity and glory secured, and 
the affections, confidence, and union of the people 
increased and confirmed. And when these respecv 
tive joumies shall be ended, and you shall' return 
home, may you at the close of the one be receited 
in health and happiness to ihe embraces of an aflbc- 
tionate family ; and, of the other, to tire finrour and 
fruition of Him who will never fail to reward the 
gi'eat and good/* 

To this address the President made a suitable ex- 
temporaneous reply. 

- Escorted by a large detachment of cavalry, from 
general Leighton's brigade, he proceeded onward to 
the ancient town of York, situated on a river of timt 
name, ten miles from the ocean. Here he was greet- 
ed with the customary salutes, and the venerable 
judge Sewall, of the United States district court, at 
the head of a committee, made him a congratulatory 
addi*e^. The President having replied to the jud^, 
continued his route to the town of Kennebunk. Five 
miles in advance of this place, he was intercepted by 
another cavalry escort, and the militia officers of 
Maine, by whom he was conducted to apai*tmeats 
In the town, at which, after partaking of a refresh- 
ment, he was addressed by the chainnan of the com- 
mittee, as follows: . 

ft Sir — ^The committee, designated by the inhitbi- 
tants of Kennebunk and its vicinity, bid you wel- 
come to Maine, and particulariy that part of it in 
which they reside. The novel spectacle of seeing 
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among them the chief magistrate of the United 
States, excites sensations of no ordinary class ; and 
equally evincive of their strong attaclunent to the 
government of their choice, and of their high re- 
spect for the man who has been called by tlie volun- 
tary suffrages of the people, to preside ovor its des- 
tinies. 

"In this visit, sir, our citizens discern your pa- 
ternal sdicitude to make yourself acquainted with 
the various sections of the country, and the people 
who inhabit them ; and we are charged, to assure, 
you, that they have a deep interest in the progress 
and happy termuiation of your journey. 

"We congratulate you, sir, upon the pi'esent 
peaceful state of our country, and that your admir 
nistration of the government commences under cir- 
cumstances, so pleasant to yourself, and ausqpicious 
to them : and we assure you that our citizens, have 
die fullest confidence, that the best interests of the 
people will be pronmted ; and their prayers to hea- 
ven are, that at some future period, when you shall 
retire from your present elevated situation, you may 
receive the acclamations of the whole peojde, made 
ha^py, under an administration marked for its wis- 
dam, its mildnesSf and spirit ofconcUiaUcn. 

<♦ G. 6. Waxmkgsford, 
<< In behalf of the committee.'* 
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The President's ReifHy to the Address of the C^* 
%ens of Keimebunk^ 

*^ Sir — ^I ask you, and the gentlemen associated 
with you^to communicate to the- citizens of Keimc^ 
bunk and its vicinity, my thanks for the friendly re^ 
ccption they giye me j and for those testimonies of 
respect which they are pleased to manifest for the 
chief magislarate of the United States. Be ]deaaed 
to assure them, that on this, as well as im other si- 
milar occasions, I :*m unable to express my emo- 
tions. To behold a free, an enlightened, and a high 
minded people, paying a spontaneous tribute (tf re- 
spect and affi^ction to a man who is elevated to the 
chief magistracy of a nation, is in itself an inqnising 
spectacle. To that uidividnal^ such a scene, you 
may weJl believe, must possess a character of pecu- 
liar and appropriate interest. I have never heiore 
been so much affected. Such distingubhed atten- 
tions, such unexpected effusions of regard^ as I ex-^ 
perience from my fcUow citizens, do indeed sink deep 
into my heart. They have made me feel, if possi^ 
ble, a deeper sense of my obligations to devote all 
my faculties to thdr service. 

>* It was my wish, in the fifst instance, while oit 
this tour, to have devoted my attention exclusivdy, 
to those public and natbnal objects which I had in 
view. But finding that this arrangement did net 
comport with the fedings of my fellow citizens, I 
relinquished it. Indeed, when I found a disposition^ 
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SO generally manifestiiig itself, to improve the occa- 
sion for a personal interview of the people with the 
citizen whom their voluntary suffrages had elevated 
to the highest office in their gift, and, through him, 
to exhibit the homage which they feel for the go- 
vernment itself, and the high value which they en- 
tertain for its republican form, I cheerfully yielded 
to their wishes. Nor can I ever regret that I have 
thus afforded myself so many opportunities of see- 
ing and feeling how much we are one people j how 
(Strongly the ties by which we are united, do in fact 
bind us together; how much we possess in reality^ 
a community not only of inter^t, but of sympathy 
and affection. I am the more led to make this re- 
mark, because you are pleased to express a confident 
hope, that a spirit of mutual conciliation may be one 
of the blessings, winch may result from my adminis- 
tration. This indeed would be an eminent blessing, 
and I pray it may be realised. The United States 
are certainly the most enlightened people on earth. 
We are certainly rapidly advancing in the road of 
national pre-eminence. Nothing but union is want- 
ing to msd&e us a great peofde. The present time 
affords the happiest presages that this union is fast 
consummating. It cannot be otherwise. I daily 
see greater proofs of it: the further I advance in my 
progress, in the country, the more I perceive that 
we are all Americans — that we compose but one fa- 
mily-^hat our republican institutions will be sup- 
ported and perpetuated by the united zeal and patri- 
otism of alL~ Nothing could give me greater satis^^ 
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faction than to behold a perfect union amo^ onr^ 
8elves-*an unions which I before observed^ is all we 
can ever want to make us powerful and r^pected-^ 
an union too^ which is necessary to restore to social 
intercourse its former charms, and to render our 
happiness, as a nation, unmixed and complete. To 
promote this desirable result requires no compro- 
mise of principle, and I promise to give it my conti^ 
nued attention, and my best endeavours. For.tb& 
good of our common country, I feel that I am bound 
constantly to act. So far as iirtegrity and zeal tare 
concerned, I can confidently say I shall not be found 
wantii^; and if I shall &il in the discharge of my 
duty, it shall be from want of judgment I sdso hope 
tibat I shall be enabled actually to improve all the op^ 
portunities, which the- station to which I have be^ 
caUed, shall aSbrd me, to advance the interest, the 
honour, and ttke felicity of our beloved country* Be 
pleased, sir, to communicate to the citizens, whom 
you and your associates represent, my best wishes 
for their individual prosperity and happiness." 

The President then resumed his journey, passing, 
on foot, through an avenue of citizens, over the 
bridge, which was handsomely ornamented, wiiere' 
he ascended his carriage, and thence proceeded, by 
w^ay of Wells, and Arundell, to Biddeford. A 
committee of the citizens of that place, by their 
chairman, Mr. Thatcher, being first introduced# 
addressed the President in these words : 

'< Sir— The inhabitants of Bidddord, by th^ 
coimnittJMy b^ leave to present their tribute of re- 
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spect to ike cMef magistrate of the tFnited States of 
America, and to express to him their pleasure at his 
visit— a pleasure fliat thdi* local situation has hither* 
to prevented their enjojring. 

^< Attached, to tiidr republican form of govern* 
ment^ they are suixious to retain it in its original 
simplicity ^ the frequency of their elections renders 
it important to the electom to be acquainted with 
their rulers, and they are fdeased to observe your 
desire to gratify their wishes. 

« Thqr cordially receive you within flie limits of 
their town, and tend^ flieir services to render your 
journey as pleasant and useful as in their power; 
Having neither natural or ariiflkcial objects woiMiy 
your parti^Iar observation, and your official duties^ 
being so numerous, they cannot expect to be gratifi-> 
ed by your delay to see all they have to show-^ove 
of country, and honour to their Hilers. They have 
only to regret, that the^moment of their salutation 
' is also the m<uttent of their fareweL They tender 
most ardent wishes for your happiness in public and 
donttstic life ; assuring you of their approbation and 
support in all public measures, timt may tend to na- 
tional honour and prosperity. 

« GeoRGE Thatcher, 
** Seth Stoker, jun. 
*^ Samitel Merrilx, 

" (Selectmen of Biddeford,) Committee of Ar* 
rafigementJ^ 

The President made a verbal reply to the commit*. 
tee^ and immediately set forward to l^o, and thence 
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through Scarborough to Portland, the extremity of 
his eastern tour. Numerous arches were erected, 
and national flags displayed, at the different inter* 
sections of the road, between these places. The 
most beautiful and tasteful of these exhibitions^ was 
made upon the bridge at Westibrook, leading directly 
into Portland; the decorations of which, were sur- 
mounted with banners and national emblems, and 
a;i arch for each state. An escort, under the o)*-r 
ders of major-general Richardson, had been provi- 
ded at the Cumberland line, by which he was con- 
ducted to his quarters in Portland, after having re- 
viewed the Portland regiment of militia. In the 
evening, the observatory, and other buildings on 
Mountjoy Hill, were handsomely illuminated, and a 
brilliant display of fire-works, closed the entertain- 
meiits, which had been provided by the citizens, to 
do honour to their visiter. Deputations from the 
towns of Bath, Wiscassett, Brunswick and Topham, 
were introduced to the President, and in behalf of 
the towns firom which they came, invited him to con- 
tinue his route to each of those places. To these 
several invitations, the President replied in the fol- 
lowing note. 

<< Fellow Citizens — ^I beg you to be assured, that it 
would afford me great and sincere pleasure, to pro- 
ceed to the towns which you represent, and even to 
Castine, if imperious circumstances did not prevent 
it. I undertook this tour to acquire information, by 
personal inspection of our principal faari>oUrs, of the 
entrances into them^ of the estate of the public w^rks. 
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and of the points at which it might be proper to erect 
others; and it was my object to embrace in it the 
Atlantic coasts to the extent mentioned^ and the in- 
land frontier as far as Detriot. I now find, not* 
withstanding the exertions which I have made, that 
if I proceed furtlier to the eastward, I shall be com- 
pelled to abandon all the western part ot my con* 
temj^ated tour, or be tlirown on the lakes at an un* 
favourable season, and shall likewise be detained 
fixHD the seat of government, longer than a due re* 
gard for other important national interests will per- 
mit. I regret, therefore, to be compelled by these 
considerations, to terminate my tour eastward here; 
connderations which will, I doubt not, have their 
due weight with you, and my other fellow citizens of 
the district of Maine. 

** I am happy to meet here deputies fi'om so many 
of the towns to the eastward, because from you I 
shall receive such information touching your local 
interests, as will be useful. I shall pay to it the. ut- 
most attention in my power. 

<< I am aware, that the prosperity of towns in this 
district, (and I may extend the remark to the Uni- 
ted-States,) depends on the pro^ierous state of their 
commerce. Nothing is more just then, that our 
trade with foreign powers should be placed in every 
branch, on a footing of reciprocal and equal advan- 
tage. It gives me pleasure to state, that this impor- 
tant interest has already received the consideration 
of the national councils, and tiiat I have no doubt it 
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will continue to be duly attended to, untU it is placed 
on a just and satisfactory fooling. 

« On all the great concerns of this highly favour- 
ed and happy nation, there is but one common inte« 
rest We are all equally interested in preserviag 
our present republican government and mstitutions^ 
in theii^ utmost purity. We are all equally interest- 
ed in adopting suitable measures of defence, land and 
naval, and in the proper protection and encourage- 
ment of our commerce ; and it is highly gratifying 
to me, to witness in the whole extent of my tour, 
that great harmony of opinion prevails on aU these 
important points. 

« Jambs Monrob/*, 

On Wednesday morning the President inspected 
the forts Preble and Scammel, at the mouth of the 
harbour, and reviewed the troops under major 
Crane I after which he examined the observatory, 
and visited the widow of the late gallant commodore 
Preble. Upon returning to his quarters, he received 
the reverend clergy of Portland, who waited on hiia 
with this address. 

it Sir — ^The ministers of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
of different denominations, in Portland and vicinity, 
amid the congratulations of their fellow citizens, 
would now in a body tender their reiq^ectAil and 
christian salutations, iqiening to you their bosoms, 
revered sir, and imploring on you the divine pre- 
sence, guidance and support, as the father oS a gi^at 
and happy people. 
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' << That you may have in continuance a prosperous 
journey^ by the will of God, through the northern 
and western parts of these United States, a safe re- 
turn to the capital, and to the bosom of your family; 
that the morning of your presidency, being a morn- 
ing without clouds, which has thrown such a lustre 
upon owpublicaffairs, and occasioned such surprising 
harmony in the public feelings, may indeed be as the 
shining light, which shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day. 

<' And when, sir, your hands are heavy under the 
weight of the nation's cares, be assured, the inter- 
cessions of our closets and of our altars, (animated 
by the grateful remembrance, of your presence 
araongst us) shall be always going up to the Mercys- 
seat in your behalf, that through your instrumenta- 
lity, the beauty of the Lord our God may be upon 
us, his glory appear to our children. And having 
served your generation according to the will of God, 
in a good old age, and full of days and honours, may 
you be gathered unto the illustrious fathers who rest 
from their public labours, and enter with them into 
heavenly glory .'* 

Ttie Answer Jram the President 

<^ Gentlemen — Among the numerous tokens of re- 
spect, which have been shown me by my fellow citi- 
zens, during my present tour, und^-taken to ad- 
vance the public interest, I have received none more 
grateful than the one. I now receive from you, tl^ 
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ministers of om* Lord and Saviour. Be assured, 
that the kind sentiments of your afiMionate ad- 
dress, especially those which r^ajrd my person, are 
warmly reciprocated. A proper reverence for our 
Maker, and indeed reli^on in general, leaving all 
men however free to act agreeably to the dictates of 
^eir own consciences, will ever meet my a{q^ba- 
tion and support. 

^< I am sensible, gentlemen, that I cannot do jus* 
tice to your address in tliis summary reply. I naust 
therefore conclude, by repeating to you the assu- 
rance of my great satisfactiyon in receiving tiiis tes- 
timony of your regard, and by requesting you to ac- 
cept my thanks for your respectfol and christian sa- 
lutation." 

The public armed ships to be employed in the sur- 
vey of flie coast, under commodores Bainbridge and 
Perry, had been ordered to rendezvous at Portland, 
and the last of them arrived in that harbour, in the 
afternoon of this day. Here the President sepa- 
rated from those distinguished officers, and from ge- 
neral Swift, who had been in attendance on Imn from 
the moment of his arrivalat Baltimore. On tiie fol- 
lowing morning, the vessels sailed for Castine, at 
wliich place the survey was to be commenced, and 
the President, with his secretary, immediately set 
out for Dover, in New Hampshire. Returning 
through Biddeford, he breakfasted with judge 
Thatcher, thence proceeded through Berwick and 
Somers, and reached Dover early in the afternoon. 
The oitizeas' received him with many manifestations 
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of joy, and in flie evening he attended an assembly 
at the seat of the honourable William Hale, at whose 
mansion he alsalodged. 

The situation of general Swift, in the suite of, the 
President, was now occupied by brigadier-general 
Miller, of the United States army, accompanied 
by whom, be left Dover on the morning of the 18th, 
and was escorted by the citizens through Notting- 
ham, Northwood, Epsom, and Chichester, to the 
confines of the town of Concord. The selectmen and 
a committee of the inhabitants were in readiness to 
receive him; and being first saluted by a company of 
artillery at Concord bridge, he was conducted to his. 
quarters, at Barker's Hotel, in Main street. To gra- 
tify the desire of the inhabitants to behold the chief 
magistrate of the imion, a platform had been erected, 
on which it was proposed to deliver to him, in their 
presence, a congratulatory address* On three sides 
of the stage, the escort infantry companies were ar- 
rayed : the centre was occupied by the President, 
and the committee of the town, by the; chairman of 
which, the lionourable Mr. Thompson, this address 
was then delivered. 

ii Sir — ^Permit us, as the organ of the citizens of 
Concord, to express the high satisfaction we feel, in 
beholding the President of the United States in our 
village, and in having an opportunity to present you 
our most respectful acknowledgments for the distin- 
^ished honour. 

« All hearts, sir, bid you welcome. We deem it 
a peculiarly happy circumstance, that in discbskr^- 
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ing the important duty, of examining the works of 
defence, on our exterior lines, you witness univer- 
sal eagerness and cordiality, in the salutations you 
receive in every place you visit. Upon this auspi- 
cious occasion, party feelings are buried, and buried, 
we would hope, for ever. A new era, we trust, is 
commencing. The leading measures of the general 
government, accord remarkably with ttie views and 
principles of fdl parties ; and your private as well 
as public character, furnish us a pledge that you will 
endeavour to make your administration a blessing 
to our country. And we pray God to grant you 
success, and have you under his holy keeping. 

<< Accept, sir, our best wishes that your present 
toiir may be eminently useful to the nation, bpth in 
affording them security against their enemies, and 
union among themselves. 

<^ Thomas W. Thompson, 
<* For the Ckmn^ftee. 

"Julyl8,X8ir.'* 

A verbal answer wns returned, and the President 
theii adjourned to an apartment in the hotel, where 
he joined a large party of citissens at the dinner 
table. In the course of liie entertainment^ flie fol- 
lowing toast was announced from his excellency. 

^ The town of Concord— May its inhaMtants <>on- 
tinu&to flourish and prosper." 

A concert of vocal and instrumental music was 
given in the evening at tiie Meeting-house, to attend 
which the PresiUeiit accepted an invitation^ and the 
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best talent otHtke town was summoned^ oA this Dcca- 
sion^ to contribute to his gratification. ^ 

The governor of New Hampshire beings prevent- 
ed from payingliis personal respects to U^ Presi- 
denty by a severe indisposition, addressed Urn the 
following explanatory letter, which he transmitted 
through the agency oS the secretary of state, en the 
day after his arrival. 

*'New Hampshire, Ezecu^ve Department, 
I Epping, JulylS, 18ir. 

" Dear Sir — ^It is to me a subject of much regret, 
that in your tour through New Hanqishire, I have 
been unable to pay you that respectful attention, and 
those personal civilities, which I consider due both 
to your private character, and official station. You 
were verbally informed, while at Portsmouth, of my 
severe indisposition $ and I am now obliged to add^ 
lliat I am still confined to my chamber and bed, by 
an attiack of the tyjAus fever, which has not yet, I 
fear, reached'its crisis. ^ This unfortunate ev^t has 
dq)rived me of the satisfaction of a personsd inter- 
view with you I and prevented me from receiving a 
visit at this place, with which I had flattered myself 
you would have honoured me. 

^ A miUtary escort having been called out, by the 
goveiioors of some of the states, to accosnpany you 
through those parts of the country, I was desirous 
that the same tribute of respect should be paid you* 
on your passage through New Hampshire. The 
power to call out such an escort, seemed, at firrt 
view, incident tti the nature of my office, as €(»n« 
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mander of the militia ; yet so accurately is this com- 
mand defined, and so cautiously restricted, hy the 
prudence^ or the jealousy, of our state constitution, 
that I have auti/jrity.at no time to order out the mi- 
litia, except for certain known objects, particularly 
designated in the constitution, and by the iaws en- 
acted under it. I have thought proper to make this 
statement, both in justice to myself, and to the state 
over which I preside; a state which yields to none 
in the union, either in attachment to the general go- 
vernment, or inxespect to the distinguished individu- 
al who, with its full consent and approbation, has 
been raised to the first office in the gift of the nation. 

<* This letter will be delivered to you 4;hrough the 
secretary of state. Had health permitted, I should 
have taken a gi^at pleasure in waiting upon you, in 
person, during the time you remained in this state, 
and in suggesting some objects of inquiry, which 
might, p^haps, have merited your attention in this 
part of our common country. But in my present 
condition^ lean only add my sincere congratulations, 
and my best wishes for the success of your adminis- 
tration, which has commenced under circumstances 
peculiarly favourable to yourself, and to our beloved 
country. 

<< I have the honour to be, witii the highest per- 
sonal respect and esteem, dear sir, your most obedi- 
ent, humble servant, 

" WlIXIAM PlUMEB. 

<^ James Monroe, President of the United States, 
now at Concord, New Hampshire.'* 
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On Saturday he dined with the lionourable Mc 
Thompson^ and at 5 o'clock in the afternoon, was 
received by a large assemblage of ladies and gentle- 
men on board the pleasure boat ^< President^'^ which 
had been fitted up and decorated, especiidly for the 
occasion, by John Langdon Sullivan, esq. In this 
barge, and followed by a train of private boats, the 
party descended the Merrimack, by Turkey River 
falls, to Garyen's falls, and th^ce tibrough the five 
locks, cut round the falls, into the river below. An 
excellent band of music was provided, to enliven the 
scene $ the serenity and smoothness of the stream, 
which, by the perseverance and enterprise of a single 
individual, had been converted from a rude and use- 
less state, into a source of wealth and commerce | and 
the variegated beauty of the landscape, presented 
from both shores, contributed to the pleasure deriva- 
ble fipom such an excursion. Tlie company, con- 
sisting of one hundred and fiQ;y persons, returned to 
Concord by land, and in the evening, the President 
honoured colonel Kent, with his attendance, at his 
lionse. On Sunday> he attended the service at 
the meeting house, and at five on the morning of 
Monday, the 21st of July, he left Concord, and 
was escorted to tlie Oaks, in Boscawen, by the 
committee of arrangement. At Salisbury he break- 
fasted, and thrice proceeded througli Andover, Wil- 
root, and Springfield, to Willis, in Enfield. Here he 
dined, and in the afternoon visited the ^< Habitation 
of the Shaken Community,*' where he was received 
wi^ the simplicity by which that sect is distinguish- 
o £ 
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ed. The elder came forth, and addressed him tims : 
y^** I Joseph Ooodrich welcome thee, James Mmroe, 
to our haUtationJ* Tht President was then permit- 
ted to examine the institution and their manufactcN 
ries, and remained there about an hour. In the 
coilrse of the evening he arrived at Hanover. 

At all the towns through whieh the Presidmt pass- 
tdy he was escorted) alternately by the citizens, and 
ttie military. Some distance from Hanov<^, he was 
met by a large cavalcade of citizcaisy on horseback, 
and in carriages i and was addressed, on his arrival, 
by the honourable Mr. Olcott, chairman of the cmi- 
mittee, appointed to receive and congratulate lum, 
in the following manner : 

<< To the President of the United States^ 

*< Sir--In behalf of the citizens of Hanover and 
the adjacent towns, we beg leave respectfiilly to ten'- 
der you our sincere congratulations on your safe 
arrival in this plgoe. 

<^ Averse as we are, in our feelings . and habits, 
from any parade incondstent with the simplicity of 
our republican institutions, we are happy that the 
tour of your excellency, undertaken for the promo- 
tion of objects of great national importance, affords 
us an opportunity of ""bidding you a cordial wdcome 
to the banks of the ConnecHcut, and the vei^ of the 
Orem Mmmtains-^he seat of one of those literary 
institutions by which our country has been hi^y 
benefited, and honourably distinguished. A aeini^ 
naryt which a few years since was jdanted in a wi}« 
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dwnessy can exhibit no vmierable anti^ities, no 
proud moimiiieiits of the arts; yet it cannot fail to 
b& regarded by you mth intearestf on account oi its 
rdation to the principles and permanency of our 
government. 

<< We are happy to offert personally, that respect 
which is due to your etevated station, your ^ounent 
public services, and private virtues. It contributes, in 
no small degree, to the pleasure we enjoy on this occa- 
idon, that we meet the chief magistrate of tiie Vnited 
States, in the style of a private citizen, distinguished, 
from the rest of the community, by none of the ordi- 
nary badges of authority, and depending on no safe^^ 
guards but the good wishes of his fdlow dtizens. 

*^ We deem it singular, that we see among us, for 
the first time, a chief magistrate of tjie nation, un- 
der circumstances peculiariy xialcujated to inspire 
fedings of satisfaction and joy. A new and auspi- 
eioos era seems to have commenced in our country. 
At the close of the war, in wUcb our prowess in 
arms died new lustre on the Ammcan republic, a 
spirit of peace and harmony prevaUs amoi^ us. A 
national feeling m excited, which must be productive 
of the happiest consequences. The unexampled pro- 
gress of our country, witMn (tie last thirty years, in 
population and refinement; the improvements in 
agricidtmre and manufactures; the happiness enjoy- 
ed by the peo^ of the United States, under the be- 
nign influence of tlte federal constitution; all con- 
tribute to str^gthen the ties of union, and give sta- 
bililgr to our exoellent political institutions. 
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** We sincerely congratulate 70U9 su*9 tiiat your 
election to the first office in the gift of your fellow 
citizens, has occurred at a p^od so auspicious and 
interestingf under circumstances which not only 
evince the high sense which is entertained of your 
patriotism, zeal, and fidelity ; ^t furnish a sui'e^ 
guarantee of the impartiality and wisdom of your 
administration. 

<< That the blessings of heaven may attend you 
through life; that you may have the pleasure of see- 
ing our beloved country proqperous and happy, un- 
der your auspices; and, when you shall retire firom 
the cares of public life, that you may be followed in- 
to rdirement, by the esteem and afiection of a vir- 
tuous and gratefol people, is the ardent wish of those 
in whose behalf we havethe honour of addressing you* 

« MUXS OXCOTT, << ZiBA HuirTiirGBOK, 

*^ Wm, H. WoobwABD, « E11A8 Ltmak, 
** Bsirj. J. GuBSKT, « Geobgs E. Wjjles, 
<' Amos A. Bbewstbb, •«* Pibbcb Bvbtoh, 
^* JoHA Frankuk, « £bbn. Bb^wn, 

<^ Sajlmoh WA8HBi7Bir, « JosBPH CuBTis, and 
<* Jacob TuBirBB, « John Dubkjbe, 

''David Hough, 
'< Comwittees of Dartmmth vittage, Idme, ie- 
banon, Martfor^^ J>r&rwich, and Hdnaver.'^ 

The following is the President's reply. 
'* lb the Citixms of Hanover. 
*f Fellow Citizens — ^Your congratulations are the 
more acceptable^ because they are the heart-felt ex- 
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pressions of yoiir attachment to our inestimable form 
of government 

♦* I have not the pretension, to arrogate to myself, 
the emotion of the sentiment my presence awakens. 
It recals to you your form of government, and the 
exalted civil and religious principles you so eminent- 
ly enjoy. The contemplation of these, and the se- 
curity you feel in the continuance of such rich posses- 
sions, fills you with gratitude. 

** The recollections of the trials of our country, 
and the honourable rank to which these have rais- 
ed her, inspires a laudable pride in your nation's 
honour, and it is to give utterance to these sentiments 
and the emotions they excite, that such public de- 
monstrations of respect are rendered to the chief 
magistrate of the country. I participate in the sen- 
timent; I sympathise wiHi you in these emotions; I 
cannot, therefore, but take a deep interest in the H'^ 
terary seminary of this place ; for such institutions 
will long supply successive generations of wise and 
virtuous men, who will know how to estimate and 
preserve the blessings of civil liberty, that their fa- 
thers shall bequeiith to them. 

^< It is an epoch like the present, when an honour- 
able peace leaves no question to agitate the public, 
that through institutions like yours, the expanded 
benevolence, and high sense of national honour, 
which are essential to public virtue, should be every 
where diffused as means of union. These cannot 
fail to produce that national feeling, from which you 
anticipate such happy results. 
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« I cannot but acknowledge your expressions erf 
personal regard and respect. That the blessings 
you invoke on nie^ may abundantly descend on your- 
selves and your children^ for many generations, is 
truly my sincere and ardent wish. 

<< James Mohbob." 

The President, in the evenuig, made a vistt to 
the rival corporations of the university, and by his 
presence produced' a reconciliation between many 
members of that institution, who had, for years be- 
fore, been at variance with each other. He also at- 
tended a party at the house ot president Brown, 
where he unexpectedly met the widow of the late 
president Wheelock, (aunt to major-general Rip- 
ley, of the United States army) who resided in the 
neighbourhood of Trenton at the period when the 
engagement took place tharc, in 1776, and who ge- 
nerously officiated as his nurse after he received his 
wound. 

Deputations met the President at Hanover, with 
invitations from Windsor, Royalston, Strafford, 
Montpellier, and other towns. To gratify, a» far 
as possible, the wishes of the inhabitants, he made 
choice of a route which should lead him through 
these several places. On Tuesday he left Hanover, 
and proceeded witii general Bradley, of Westmin* 
ster, and colonel George Sullivan, of Boston, to Sti^f- 
ford, and visited the extensive manufactory of cop- 
peras in its neighbourtiood. In behalf of the propria 
etors of this establishment, colonel Binney had been 
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delegated to invite the Precddent there^ and to ex* 
plain its extent and utility. He was conducted hy: 
that gentleman throughoutthe manufactory, of which 
a written description was ddiTetred to him, setting 
Ibrth the discovery of the imneral, the commence- 
ment iuid process of the manufacture^ and the bene- 
ficial results necessarily accruing to the country, by 
rendering it independent ot Eui^c^, for the sq>ply 
of an essential article of general use. From thesef 
WiMrks he returned to Norwich ckMhmon, at Straf* 
fordy where he received the congratulations of « 
large concourse of people^ and duied in company^ 
wilii lieut^ant-govemor Brigham, judge Brown, 
captain Riley, tiie Rev. Mr. Woodward, and o<hei* 
citizens* In the aft^moon^ he passed down Ihe Ver- 
mont side of the riv«r, crossed at Lyman's bridger 
into New Hampshire again, mtered Plainfidd ami 
Cortush, and amved at Windsor. On flie confinetsT 
of tihat town, a nimierous collection of eitisEens, some 
companies of militaiy, and a corps of arijll^y, were 
already in waiting, in anticipation of his arrivial. 
Disdharges from ttie lattea* gave intimation to the 
people within, ci that ^PcnmstiiBce, and* in a few 
minutes he alighted at Pitte's Hotel, where a writ- 
ten, address (which follows) was read to him> by' 
colond Durham. 

** To the President qf the Umted /States, at Windsor, 
Vermont. 

^ Sir~It is with equal ptes»ure and pride ttiirt the 
citizens of Windsor, se remote frcmil^si^atH^ fg^ 
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TernmeBity embrace this oppoitonity of tendmng to 
you in person, the homage of their profound respect ; 
a hoviage not the less becoming the occasion^ since 
it is the best^ tribute which freemen can ojOfer, and 
which the President of the United States aUmey of 
all the world, &om a free people can receive. 

** The state of Vermont, sir, after having alone^ 
and successively borne a signal share in the heat 
and burden of our revolutionary labours^ was the 
first to appreciate the importance of our federal 
compact, and to solicit admission into the national 
union, Und^ that compact, sir, in the sanctuary 
of that union we are free— we are protectedr— 'We 
are flourishing and happy. Our mountains echo 
with the cheerful voice of industry and security ; 
our vallies smile with abundance and peace* These 
blessings are dear to pur hearts* We habitually 
cherish them b^ inseparable fix>m our existence. In 
their defence, sir, we have bled; and we are still 
ready, should our country call, to Meed again. 

<< In this tour, undertaken through a remote sec- 
tion of the union, for the additional security of our 
growing.repubUc, you have an opportunity to be- 
come acquainted intimately with our local feeUngs— - 
our lopal interest»-«-ourr^ublican spirit — ^but above 
aU, with our unshaken attachment to our national 
government, and our national institutions. 

*< We feel ourselves flattered by this first visit 
jBrom the chief magistrate of our nation, and in be- 
holding your face, we behold a new pledge for the 
continuance of our invaluable blessings. 
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« Placed, sir, as you have fortunately been, in 
flie executive chair, by the almost unanimous voice 
of our country, at an aospieious moment, when peace 
is again restored; when the loud din of party colli- 
sion is dying away, and when a general tranquillity 
seems pervading the world, we offer you our felici- 
tations on the pleasing event. And while we rejoice 
in your o^iorlunity, we reljr on your wisdom, to co- 
opera^ with our enlightened patriots and legisla- 
toi^, in strengthening our republican in^tutions,. 
and, under the guidance of heaven, to fix, on a dura- 
ble basis^ tiie happy destinies of a great and rising 



^^Fnmk our unqualified respect of your personal 
character, as well as from the pledge to be found in 
a long life devoted to the public good, we have a 
right to anticipate the most j^easing result* In co- 
pyin£^ the illustrious examples (tf the great founders 
of our republic, you cannot fail to advance the best 
interests^ and the true glory of our common country, 
and thus to erect in the hearts pf your countrymen, 
an imperishable monument to your own fame. . With 
such feelings, and with such views, in the name and 
in behalf of the citizens of Windsor, we bid you a 
c&rdiai welcome to this village, and to the state of 
Vermont. 

" T. Leverett, *♦ A. AiKiNs, 

"J. DuiirHAM, ♦«E.T0RRT, 

*< H. Everett. 
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The President's Answer. ^. 

" Fdllow Citizens— I have a^roacbed the state 
of Vermont, with peculiar sensibility. On a fornix 
visit, immediately after the war, I left it a wilder- 
ness, and I now find it blooming with luxuriant 
promise of wealth smd happiness, to a numerous 
population. A brave and free people will never 
abandon the defence of their, country. The poM- 
otism rf Vermont, has been rdiedonin times dT pe- 
ril; and the just expectation of their virtue was ho- 
nourably sustained. I shaK ever rdbjr on their wis- 
dom in the councils of the nation, as on ^bsir courage 
in the field. 

" The confidence now universally felt in the sla* 
bility and efficiency of our govermnent, is the suressi 
pledge, that all judicious measures, adopted for the 
common good of the nation, wiU receive the cardial 
support of all honest and h^monraUe men. 

** I rejoice with you, that a just sense of the na- 
tional interests, and more generous feelings per- 
vade tte country. It is by cherisMng these, with a 
liberal reference to the prosperity and hajqiiness of 
the whole union, that the hi^ destiny of our nation 
can be attained. 

« The true principles of our policy are now wdH 
understood. The people have only to maintain them 
with vigour and economy, and all the great objects 
of national concern, under a benign providence, will 
be secured to ourselves and our posterity. 

^* Jamigs Mokbob.** 
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Before be departed from Windsor he visited the 
Female Academy^ and rec^ved from' the pupils an 

ADDRESS. 

«' 7b the Prmdeatrfthe United mates. 

** Sir*«-Impre8i|ed with a high sense of the ho- 
nour^ which the inhiabitaiits of this village receive 
in being permitted to welcome the chief magistrate 
of the unions we beg leave, in behalf of the yomig 
ladies of the Windsor Fismale Academy, to {n^sent 
yon oar humble tribute of respect ; which, althoiigh 
from the juvenile female pen, wiU not, we trust, be 
unacceptable, or deemed entirely beneath your no* 
tice« While we regard the {M-esident of the nation^ 
as the i»t^ector of oar country, the preserver of our 
ri^itsand dearest privileges^ and the guardian of 
our literary institutions, our hearts glow with feel- 
ings of gratitude, and we ddight to address him by 
the endearing appellation of patron and friend. Per- 
mit us, sii*, respectfully to congratulate you on your 
safe arrival in the state of Yermont; on the present 
happy and prosperous situntioa of the country over 
which you are called to preside ; that the olive of 
peace is now weaving, where lately the clarion of war 
was heard $ and that your entrance upon puUic du- 
ties, both arduous ttnd imp<Hrtant, is at a tim^ when, 
from the general peace and tranquillity that reign^ 
you can have kisure to promote the haiqpittess and 
literary .attairanents ot the risiiig generation. We 
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feel happy that the visit by which flie northern states 
have been so higlily honoured, has been undertaken 
at a time when every thing must have combined to 
render it pleasant to yourself, as well as to the peo- 
ple ; and we believe that their reception of you has 
beeri, and will continue to be, such as is consonant 
to their views of respect for your private charac- 
ter, and the devated station you have the honour 
with so much dignity to fill, as President of the Uni* 
ted States. That you may long live in the affisc- 
tions of a free and enlightened peopIe,^and that suc- 
cess may crown all your exertions for the public 
good, is the ardent wish of many a patriotfe^ ai«- 
tibough youthful female bosom. 

<< Maby B. Rebd, 

" EI.E17THERA D. FaT, 

<' EliI2A L. KlMBAIX, 

*< NaNCT H. CHAMBERLAIiry 

" Cabounb R. Haxb, 

" £l.IZABBTH POBTEK, 

" CommitteeJ^ 

To this address, which was deemed particuiairly 
interesting by the President, he was jdeased to make 

A REPLY. 

<< Toung Ladies — I beg you to: be assured^ tbsit 
no attention which I have received in the course of 
my route, hai^ afibrded me greater satisfaction than 
that with which I have been honoured by the young' 
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ladieis of the Female Academy of Windsor. I take 
a deep interest, as a parent a&d citizen, in the suc- 
cess of female educaticm, and have be^ delighted 
wherever I have been, to witness the attention paid 
to it. That you may be distinguished for your 
gracrfid and useful acquiremesits, and for every 
amiable virtue, is the object of my sincere desire. 
Accept my best wishes for your h^q^ness. 

<< James MoNROB. 
«T1he members of the Windsor Finale Academy." 

At the early hour of six, on Wednesday morning, 
the %$d, he resumed his journey, and reached Mont- 
pellier, the same evening. The citizens of that town 
were prepared to receive him, and a deputation re- 
presenting tiiem, detivered an address. 

<< Tb the President ^the United BtaJtes. 

€6 Sir — T3ie citizens of Montpdlier and its vici- 
nity, have directed their committee to present you 
their respectful salutations, and bid you a cordial 
welcome. 

** Tte iidEefflcy of our settlements {daces our pro- 
gress in the arts and sciences something behind 
most of our sister states, but we shall not be denied 
some claim to a share of that ardent love of liberty, 
mid the rights of man ; tiiat attachment to the honour 
and interests of our country, which now distinguish 
the American character, while the fields ^f the Hub* 
bsundstoQ, the heights of Walloonsack, and the ^ains 
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of Plattsburgy are admitted to witness in our faroup. 
Many of those we MW reptesent, Tentiired tfteir 
lives in the revolutionacry contest | and perivit ns^ 
sir, to say, the value o{ this (^portunity is greatly 
enhanced by the consideration, ttiat we now tender 
our re^spects to (me, who shared in all the hardships 
and dangers of tiiat eventful period, which gave )i* 
berty and independence to oio* country ; nor are we 
nnmindftti, that fr(om that period untQ now, every 
public act of your life, evinces an nnalterable attach^ 
ment to the principles for which yon then cim- 
tended. 

*< With such pledges we feel an unlimited confix 
dence, that should your measurea^ Mfil your inten- 
tions, your administration, under the guidance of 
divine providence, will be as prosperous and haf^y; 
as its commencement is tra^uil and promisi]^; and 
that the honour, the rights and interests of the na« 
tion will pass from your hands unimpaired. 
" Jam&s Fisk, 

^^ For the CammtteeJ^ 

The President returned an extemporaneous and 
very satisfactory reply* 

He rested that night a^ Montpellier, and advonoed 
wifli expedition towards Buriington the following 
day. The chief persons ot that town rode as far as 
Willston, to receive him; and having attended. him 
to his quarters, the chairman (tf a comiiiittee ap- 
pointed to wcdt on him, expressed the sentiments of 
the inbabiti^ls in this address: 
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<< To Hie Ftemhmt of the UniJMi States. 

'* Str-- In h^tsM of the inhaliitatiti of BurBngton^ 
and its Ticinity, we c^RgratuIate you on your safe 
arrival wiUiin &ds part of flie stale <^ Vermont 

<^ liring und^s* a gcNremment of our own choice^ 
where bsrth and hereditary ti^s create no factitious 
privikgesri where tlie avenues of office are open tci 
exalted mmt ; and where virtue vaaA worth confix 
the only distkictions known to cmr law; the citizeif 
is under a moral obligation to resqpeet ^e airthoritie^ 
rf Ms conntryl 

^' Fennit us, m, to avail ourselves tit the b^portu- 
nity s^rded us by this interview^ to assure you of 
acdrdial respect, and while we testify the higii sense 
we entertain of your private worth, tb discharge the 
pleasing task of tenidmngr to the cktef magistrate of 
our country, the respect due to his exalted station; 

<^ The pleasure of a personal acquaintance is much 
increased by a knowledge of the objects of yoiir visit 
In common witti yourself and every virt^us dtizen, 
we indulge an honest pride in contemplating the civil 
institutions of our country, airf reji^ce in every mea- 
sure whteh has for its cArject the protection and secu- 
ri^of the people. In proportion to the value, to the 
Uessings of rational liberty, shotdd be oilr exertions 
to render the enjoyment of them secure. Placed 
upon tlie frontiers of the United States, in situations 
assailable by the sudden irruptions of an invading 
foe, tiie dangers to which we may be exposed give 
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aroused tbe spuit of the country. The proximity 
ctf these scenes shall animate our chiidren, to aim- 
late the hanouraUeexamjI^e of their fklhers. They, 
too, shall reafofrtbat in the hoar of peril* l&ear eonn* 
try shall never want defenders, resolute and brave 
as their ancestors, and firm as the mountains that 
gave them birth. ^ ' 

<< Truly no nal»m has rkfaer treasures <tf civil or 
religious liberfy to ^fend» Nime stronger &» to 
united and to enlightened, and to extended pa- 
triotism. That a just sense of these truttepeiHrades 
the community, is evinced in the respect which you 
tender to the office of chi^ mi^istrate c^ the coun- 
try in my person. 

^« The important objects of nxy teuv beeome the 
more interesting, as I find tiie frontier* more exposed. 
Tou may feel assured, that the gotremment wUl not 
withhold any practicable measures for the security 
of your town ; nor baire I ever dotd>ted that prepa- 
ration for defence in time of peace, would ev^ prove 
the best economy, in war. 

<* If in pursuing tbese important objects, and ad- 
ministering the government upon princifdes conso- 
nant with the benign iqnrit g{ our constitution, my 
sincere and honest ejBSorls should be crowned, as you 
wish, with abimdant success; it will be a real gra- 
tification to myself, ftat you and your state will 
aninentiy partic^ate in the beneficent providcntifd 
result. 

^^JaUivs MojmoB.'' 
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At Burlington, after receiving the visits of many 
other respectable citizens, he embarked in a steam 
boat, placed under his orders, and proceeded to- 
wards the town of Vergennes, situated upon Great 
Otter creek, and the harbour whei% tiie whole of the 
fleet, afterwards commanded by commodore Mac- 
donough, had been built and equipped* The exten^ 
sive manufactoa^y of cast and sheet iron, the furnaces, 
forges, machinery, and implements used in that es- 
tablishment, were examined by him with much at- 
trition. When he had comjdeted his observation 
of tiiiese, and such othor objects of importance, as 
the town presented, he again embarked under dvil 
and nulitary attenticms and honours, and safled 
down the lake Champlain for PlattobuFg. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



The Prendent visits the MSUary Works at Bause's 
Point — lands at PkMtbnrg — Description cf the 
Attack upon that Town — ChateoMgo^-^^gdens^ 
burg — Jiddr^s of the Citixens-'-the Presidtni pro- 
ceeds to fFateHowUf and reaches JSadkets Marbcur 
f'-'Mdressed by the veteran €^^q&rs — fry the Gti^ 
%ens — some Aec&mtoftheO^mceof that PlacB — 
the President sails Jbr Fort Jfiagara — arrwes at 
Bikffeioe. 

« 
Ik anticipation of the expected dmyal of th^ chief 
magistrate atPlattsburg, the corporation of flie town, 
and the state and military officers, had already made 
such dispositions and arrang^nent» as shoald mani- 
fest their respect for himself, and their attachm^t to 
the govemm^t and the laws. Orders 1^ beeu 
prmniilgated to call out the military^ and the artil- 
lery in the cantonment were directed to obsenre and 
communicate the intelligence of his approach by mg- 
nalgunis. 

When thePhfiBnix steam boat had reached Rouse's 
Point, the Preaideiit debarked and examined the 
Military works constructing at that portion; and 
having returned to the vessd> she again made sail^ 
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and arrived before ^to.town* Colonel Atkinson's 
bai^ ifimiediately rowed to the boat» and convey- 
ed the President on sfaore^ uncter the customary dis- 
charges. At bis landing, general Brown, colonel 
Atkiomm, eolond Saelling, (disrtiiiguished for his 
ga]l»itry tfarm^lkHit the war) and the members of 
the c(»rporation met, and conducted lum to his quar- 
ters, while the military joined the procession m Ihe 
advance and rear. 

He wa3 there presented with an address from the 
eoiporatioxi, by R. H. WalwcNrth, esq. to which he 
retomed a suitable extemporary answer. A number 
crfcitisEens then entered his apartment, and were re- 
ceived in acordial and friendly manner. 

l^ese ceremonies beii^ ooncluded, the President 
made a visit to colonel Atkinson, and, in company 
with that officer, proceeded to the cantonment, and 
reviewed the line of troc^,^ cmisisting of a company 
of eavalry, under captain Sperry, a-dctaclmient from 
the line under captain N. S. Clai^ke, and. the Platts* 
btH*g rifieHO^i; all of whom were kept und^ arms 
for the purpose. Colonel Snelling's regiment per* 
formed a variety of manoeuvres before the Presi- 
dent, with a precision and accuracy reflecting much 
credit on the corps and its commander. The Pre- 
sident, after the parade, called at colonel Snellin^s 
quarters, and in the .evening attended a party at 
captain Sidney Snath's, of the United States navy. 

The inspectioii of the troops stationed at Platts* 
bui^ and tlie esaminaticm of the defences of that 
place^ were made by the Presidest, with the atmost 
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scrutiny. The assailable situation of the town^ at 
the mouth of the Elver Saranac^ on the west side 
of Lake Champiain^ and Ihe consequent necessity of 
its being sufficiently fortified to give asuccessfid re- 
sistance to the incursion of an enemy^ was appm^nt 
to the government* Its great importance^ aa the 
key to the entrance of New York, from the lake, 
called fco* the attentive investigation of its conditkxny 
and means of defence, and of the plans necessary to 
adopt, to render it, if possible, impregnable. He 
availed Iiimself of the presence, ^id of the intdli- 
gence and experience of the g^itlemen of the army, 
to obtain the desired information, and to require 
from them suggestions for such improvements as 
might contribute to the compl^on of the design. 

The necessity of protecting tlie harbour of Flatt»* 
burg, by strong fortification, and an efficient garri- 
son, was not (Hily indicated by its exposed position, 
but was evident fromdts having been the theatre of 
military operations during, the late war. It was 
here that the governor-general of the Canadas, sir 
George Prevost, meditated the invasion of the Ame- 
rican territory ; the drfeat and des^sniction <rf, tlie 
right division of the United States army, then lying 
in the neighbourhood of Plattsbiirg | and the subju- 
gation of the country, to Crown Point and Ticonde- 
roga. It was here, too, that he was so signally 
and gallantly repulsed by a very infci'kHr body of 
troops, under general M^Comb. 

Transports had been continually arriving at Que-- 
Jbec^ from En^and, and ^ucfa was the secrecy and 
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address^ with which sir George made preparations 
for his intended expedition, that by the first of 
September, 1^14, he had organised an army of 
fourteen tiiousand men, opposite Montreal, consti- 
tute4of the most experienced generals, and distin- 
guished officers, of the British army. With these 
troops he occupiedthe village of Champlain, and 
made gradual approactes upon natldburg, untB the 
sixth of the month. On that day he made a rajnd 
advance, in two columns, iqK>n two disrtinct points, 
and an engagement immediately followed, between 
his advance and the American light parties, which 
receded before him, taking up the bridges in their 
rear as they crossed tiie Saranac. With the planks 
of tlteise they formed « breast-work, behind which 
Diey protected themselves in defending the passes. 
By the destruction of the bridges, imd the iire of the 
gun*boats and galfies, anchored in frcmtof the town, 
the enemy's approaches were greatly impeded. But 
not all the gallies, aided by the armament of the 
whole flotilla, which then lay opposite Plattsburg, 
under commodore M ac^nough, could liave prevent- 
ed the capture of M<Cond)'s army, after its passage 
of the &ranao, had sir George Prevost putsdied h& 
whole force upon tiie margin of that stream. Like 
general Drummond, at*£rie, however, he made a 
pause, in full view of the unfinished works of the 
Americans, and connoted iSiY€i days in erecting bat- 
teries, and throwing up breast-works, for the pro- 
tection of his approabhes. Of this interval, the 
American general did not fail to avail liimself, and 
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kept his troops conatanfly employed in flnL^iiiig 
bis line of redoubts. Whilst both parties wore thus 
engaged, in pronding for the protection of Adr 
forces^ the main body ol the Britiidi army came up 
with the advance ; and general M^Comb was also 
reinforced by the miUtia of New. York, and tbe to- 
lunteers of Vermont. Skirmishes between Kght par- 
lies; sallies from tbe different works; and fk^quent 
attempts to restore the bridges ; served to amuse the 
besiegers and the besieged, wMie Reformer were 
getting up a train of battering -cannon, and tiie lat- 
ter strengthening their lines, and preparing to repel 
the attack. Tlie British general, feeling assured of 
his ability, at any time, to destroy tike Ameri^^aa 
works, by a single effort, was regardless of tiie man- 
ner in which they might be strengthened,^ and a^iraN:- 
ed the arrival of the Britteh squadron, und^ captaun 
Downie, from the lake, in co-operation with which 
he contemplated a general attack, and the easy cap* 
ture of the American fleet and army. BSs fle^ at 
length, appeared found Cumberland Head, and im- 
mediately engaged the squadron under commodore 
Macdonough, then moored in HattiAurg Bay. The 
first gun, was the signal for a general action, and 
sir George Prevost instantly <^ned his batteries 
upon file works on the opposite bank of the Saranac. 
A tremendous cannonade ensued ; bomb shells and 
Congreve rockets were thrown into the American 
lines during tbe whole day, and frequent, but inef- 
fectual, attempts made to ford the river. Atn good 
fording place, three miles from the Vfotks, the prin- 
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cipal slaughter took place. There the 
ceeded in crossing over a portion of his troops, be- 
fore his advance was at all impeded ; but a body of 
volunteers and militia, stationed in a contiguous 
wood, opened a heavy fire upon them, and, after a 
spirited contest, in which one of the enemy's compa- 
nies was entirely destroyed, and all its officers either 
killed or wounded; those who had attained the shore 
fell back in disorder, upon.an approaahing column, 
.then in the middle of the ri¥€^. The receding and 
advancing cdunuis mingled with each other, and be- 
ing closely iH*essed by the volunteers, the whole bo- 
dy was thrown into a state of confusbn, from which 
the officers could not recover them; numbers were 
kilfa^ in the stream, and the dead and wounded be- 
ing swept along by the force of the current, sunk 
into one common grave* 

But the result of the engagement between the two 
naval armaments, which continued upwards of two 
hours, ultimately determined the action upon land* 
The pkuis of the British general were completely 
frustrated by its i»»ie; the whole of his larger ves- 
sels, having- struck to the United States' flag, three 
of the row gallies being destroyed, and the remain- 
der escaping from the bay in a shattered condition. 
The annihilation of his fleet being announced to sir 
George, he immediately withdrew his forces from 
the assault of the Ameiican works* From Ids bat- 
teries, however, he kept up a constant fire, until the 
dusk of the evening, when being silenced by the 
temporary f<irts^ Moreau, Brctwn and Scott^ he re- 
q2 
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tired from the contest, aid at nine at night, sent off 
his artillery, and all the baggage, for which he could 
obtain transport At midnight he made a jn^ecipi- 
tate and disgraceful retreat, leaving bdiind him all 
his sick and wounded. A pursuit was ccmimenced, 
in which four Inmdred prisoners were tak^i, but a 
sudden storm prevented its continuance. Immense 
quantities of provisions, bomb>shells, cannon balls, 
grape ishot, anununkion, flints, uitrenching tocds, 
tents and marques. Were taken from the invaders, 
and they are sui^)osed to have lost about fifteen hun- 
dred jiVRn in killed and wounded. 

The conseqnmices which would ha?re resulted from 
the success of the Brilish arms at Plattsburg, would 
never have ceased to be felt by the people of ti» 
United States generally. The western part of New 
York, and the whole state of Vermont, would have 
been entirely overrun, the contiguous province of 
Maine subjugated, and the territory to this day be 
probably re^dned by the conquerors. Had the co- 
operation of the American fleet been withheld, or its 
equipment not, at that time, completed, the &11 of tiie 
post mui^ have been inevitable, guarded, as it was^ 
by defences too weak and inadequate to resist effec- 
tually the assault of so powerful an army. The aug- 
mentation of these^ therrfcNre, and tiie estabUfidim^t 
of a regular cantonment at that place, were looked 
upon as measures of disdute necessity, and the pre- 
sence of the chief officer of the gov^*nment, tended 
to facilitate the progress of such works as had been 
already commenced^ and enabled Urn to 9Bcertsm 
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what additional garrisons were required^ and to se- 
lect suitable points upon which to erect them. 

On Sunday^ the SZth^ the President attended pub- 
lic worship, entertained the corporation^ and some 
officers of the cantonment, at dinner, at his quarters, 
and spent the evening at judge Delord's. 

The Mlowiiig morning, an escort oi cavalry under 
captain Sp^rybeingprovMed, the Presidentdeparted 
from Plattsburg, followed by a numerous collection of 
citizens on horseback, and ixxk the route through the 
Cbateaugay wood. Some miles in this wood a rural 
banquet had been prepared, and was socontrived, that 
after the President had traveUed several hours upon 
a &tigutng road^ he should, upon taming one of its 
angles, umespectedly find refreshmiaits in readiness 
for Mm. The r^ast was handsomdy adapted to 
the character of the place, and tiie seats provided 
for his excdlency and the most dtetinguisbadcitisens, 
^re shaded by arches of evexgreen. Having ex- 
pressed his gratification at this additional mark of 
att^tion and respect, tiie Prestdeat took leave of 
^ escort^ and advanced llirou^ that road towards 
Ogdensburg* He arrived at tire town of Hamflton, 
on the St. Lawrence, on Thursday the dlst of July, 
and on Friday, the 1st of August, he was met by a 
party of gentlemen from Ogdensburg, by whom, pre- 
ceded by a band of music, of wUch Mr. C^urphew 
^as the leader, he was escorted und^ the direction 
of colonel Arnold, to tiie residence of Gr. I^urish, esq* 
Upon his arrival at that gentl^nan's house, where 
^ was to dine, he received the respects of tiie citi- 
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zena, and the trustees and inhabitants of the town, 
delivered him their address^ through houm Has- 
foftuch^ esq. 

*' To the President of the United States, by the CUixens 
of Ogdenshirgf JVfew Fork. 
« 

<< Sir— The trustees and inhabitants of this vil- 
lage welcome, with peculiar satii^h£ti(m9 your arri- 
val in health among them, after your long and fa- 
tiguing journey, through nmny of our yet infant 
settlements. 

^^ In common wilh the nation, we have viewed, 
wifli much interest, your important tour alo(ng our 
seaboard and frontier, particularly confi^Bg in your 
observation, wisdom^ and experience, for the esta- 
.blishment of such points of national defem^, along 
our unmediate border, as will best promote our in- 
•dividiml prosperity, and strengthen the national se- 
curity. Bom and educated und^ a government, 
whose laws we venerate; enjoying a soil rich in the 
bounties of providence, and grateful for the invalua- 
ble blessings of lifo^tty, bequeathed to us by the he- 
roes of the revolution, no ^cdt^aaent will be want- 
ing, on our part, to maintain^ drfendy and transmit 
to posterity^ the benefits we so eminently possess. 
Experience, howev^, has taught us, that individual 
or sectional exertions, be iiiey ever so ardent, nnkss 
aided by the strong and protecting arm of goyem- 
ment, afford but feeble defence against a powerful 
Ibe. Placed on a frontier ccmtiguoiis to a warlike 
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aikd powerful nation; enjoying tbe advantages of an 
extensive and increasing navigatiim^ it is peculiarly 
imqiortant^ thai our local sitoatidn sbouM be well un- 
derstood. At tiie commencementof the late war the 
attention ai government wasy in the first instance, 
naturally drawn to the deiR^ce of l^at exteni»ve line 
of sea coast, on which the imttense maritime force 
of die enemy could be more effectually exerted, and 
consequently, the more remnte and interim de- 
fences did not, perhaps, recdve the same protecticm 
which tiieir importance warranted. But, comment 
cing your admii^stratimi in a time of profound 
peace; enjoying the confidence of ttie nation; and 
presiding over a government, proud of its honour, 
tenacious of its rights, and possessing the requisite 
resources ; we flatter ourselves, should any collisions 
hereafter take place (which we pmy heaven to avert) 
your penetration and judgment, aMed by your local 
observation, will have pointed out and perfected such 
a line of defences, as will insure our personal safety, 
and redound to the prosperity and honour of the 
nation. 

<^ I'hat you may estabfoh these desirable objects, 
progress in your important tour with safety, and re- 
turn hapinly to the bosom of your domestic circle, 
is, sir, the fervent prayer of your obedient ser- 
vants.*' 

His excdlency made a vetbai rcfdy to the follow- 
ing eflfect: 

He thanked the citizens of Ogdensburg for their 
attention and very polite reception; he received them 
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as marks of respect to the first ma^trate of the 
nation, not by any means artx^gating them to himself^ 
as an individttal. It gave him great pleasure be- 
cause it evinced ao attachment of the people to that 
form of goyernment, which ihey themselves bad es- 
tablished. He was satisfied they held its valne in 
just estimation, aad were sincerely devoted to its 
preservation, and in administering it, he would sup- 
port its princii^, and, to his best ability, promote 
the interests of the coimtry. As the address cor- 
rectly stated, his journey was connected with objects 
of national defence, and was tindertaken for the pur- 
pose of acquiring such information, as would better 
enable him to dsM^harge tilie duties of his office; that 
large sums^ of m&ney had been appropriated by the 
government, the judicious a{^licatioti of whkk de- 
pended much on the executive. He perfectly agreed 
that a time of peace was the best time toprepare for 
defence, but had much pleasure in stating, that the 
best understanding prevailed between pur govern- 
ment,, and that of Great Britain, and was pei*suaded 
we had every reason to look for a permanent peace. 
He said that the importance of the situation along 
the St. Lawrence, had not escaped his observationit 
and, during his progress in this country, he was 
much gratified to find it fertile and abundant, and 
inhabited by an enterprising,^ industrious, and he 
beliei^ed, a yirtufms people. 

In the evening the President was joined by major- 
general Brown of the United Stated army, smd his 
whole suite, accompanied by whom he r8paa*ed to 
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Morristown, and lodged witb the honournble^ judge 
Ford. On Saturday ttie £d, he viewed Mr. Parish's 
extensive and very valuable iron works at Rossie, 
considered to be an establishment of great public 
importance^ and of usefulness to the surrounding 
country. From Rossie he proceeded* to Antwerp^ 
Jefferson county, where he was met by Mr. Le Ray 
and others, and conducted to Le RayviUe. Here 
he remained all that night. Eariy oh the dd, 
he was waited upon by tiie committee of ar- 
rangement, from Watertown, and was escorted 
thence by three troops of lun^e, under captains 
Loomis, Fairbank, and White, to the house of Mr* 
Isaae Lee, in Wat^rtown, where te partook of some 
refreshments, and received a concise though flatt^-* 
iDg address from the citizens. Attended by the same 
escort, the President then proceeded to Brownsville, 
whqi^ he lodged. 

On Monday the 4th, the committee from Sacket's 
Harbour joined the escort at BrownsvUle, and con- 
ducted the President to the Harbour. Upon his 
arrival at the bridge, at the bounds, he was saluted 
with nineteen guns. The bridge was tastefully fitted 
up with nineteen arches, on which were inscribed 
the names of the several presidents; the first arch 
being surmounted by a living American eagle. At 
its extremity, the chairman of the cmnmittee intro- 
duced to the President a number of veteran officers 
and soldiers of the revolution, by whdm he was thus 
addressed : 
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u Sir^It is "wHYk pleaudiire that we» a few of the 
survivors of the revohitiiiii# residing in tUsvpart of 
the countrjy vnioome the arrival of the chief ma^- 
trate of the tinioii. It is with incressod satb^iiction 
we recognise ki him one ei tiie number engaged with 
us in the arduons straff of eirtabHsfaii^ the inde- 
pendence of the country. 

^ We have livedo sir, to see &efiniii5 ot our toUs 
and straggles amply realised in the happiness and 
prosperity of oor country; and, sir, we have the 
ftdlest cmdMenot^ that under your administration, 
they will be handed down to our posterity unimpair- 
ed. L^ your immortal predecessoTr the illustrious 
Washington, mssy yen be. honoured by the present 
tad future generations, and fiaeily receive the rich 
reward yfi^ hin in realms above/' 

The Presit^t received this address with expi»8- 
sions of cordiality and esteem, highly cheera^g^d 
satisfactory to the veteran sol£e^ in several of 
wfaom^ he recc^nised bis fimnf r associates in aarans, 
in the revolutmtary war. , ' ' . 

Upon flie aMval of the process^km at the vfllage, 
a national salute was fired from Fort PUce, and 
when the President had ascended the ]^i^2a of 
liie hotel, to wUch he was conducted by e$f^n 
King, chief marsfad of the day, tte following ad- 
Apctis was read to him by the chairman (^ the coua- 
mittee^ ^ 

<^ SiF^The, committee i^poiifted in behalf of their 
fellow citizens, would congratulated the President of 
the United States upon his arrival at this {dace. It 



THE PRESIDENT'S TOUR 193 

IS with pleasure unfeigned and unalloyed, that all 
descriptions of men behold among them for the first 
time the chief magistrate of the union. 

<< They look upon it as a pledge tiiat their interests 
\nSl not be forgotten, as the situation of this section 
of the counlry will be personally known to him on 
whom the American people haTe placed their high- 
est confidence, and bestowed flieir greatest honours. 
And that, although situated on the frontiers re- 
mote from the centre of the government, they hope 
to live in the recollection of him whose happi- 
ness it is to preside over its high and exalted des- 
times* 

♦^ It is gratifying to leam^ that the object of your 
arduous tour is to ascertain whatever will contribute 
to the interest, improvement, or defence of the coun- 
try. It therefore becomes our duty to express the 
solicitude of our constituents, as it regards their pe- 
culiar situation. Twice have they been [daced on 
the very v^rge of ruin, by successive attacks in the 
late war. Had works of defence been erected in 
commanding situations, such attonpts would proba- 
bly never have been made; at all events would have 
been repulsed with greater certainty and with less 
expense of blood. And it will still be observa- 
ble, tiiat additional fortifications would be requi>> 
site to render effectual a resistance against supe- 
rior numbers. Yon fidds, which have been dyed 
with the blood of colonels Backus and Mills, can 
attest how much works of defence have there been 
needed. 

m 
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<' We trust the period is far distant when hostili- 
ties, if ever, ^ shall again occur; but as this may not 
be the fact, prudential reasons would seem to indi- 
cate the utility of a great military road, in the most 
proper direction, Tor uniting the resources of the 
country with this chief military and naval depot of 
the northern frontier. 

^< The extensive pnbfic, and the increasing amount 
of private pnqierty, together with a personal anxiety, 
we trust will be accepted as an apology for spedify- 
ing that which doubtless has already occurred 4o 
your observation. There are objects of min^ im- 
portance,^^ yet interesting to our fdh>w citizens, which 
We hope will attract the notice^ and not be deensed 
unworthy the consideration, of the executive of this 
free and enlightened republic. 
' « We cannot conclude, without expressing our con- 
viction, that he who has for nearly half a century de- 
voted his services to his country, will render this 
tour as eminenliy useful as it has been gratifying to 
the American people. We deem it a happiness to 
embrace this opportunity of personally expressing 
our highest regard for your private character and 
public worth. 

<< E. Camp, 

<* I. BvTTBRFIBIiII, 

« F.White, 
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The President, amid a large concourse of citizens^ 
made a reply to the following purport : 

That he could not express the feelings that were 
excited by the respect and attention paid him on his 
entrance into this place. That in pursuing the ob- 
jects of his tour, Sacket's Harbour naturally had 
claims to his attention. That he had been much 
gratified in passing through a country prosperous 
and fertile; containing a population numerous, hap- 
py, and brave. That he saw in the people an attach- 
ment to their government, and did not consider the 
marks of attention exhibited as rendered to him per- 
sonally, but as honouring the institutions of our 
launtry ; and that he rej(nced to witness such unani- 
mity of hia fellow citizens^ viewing it as a presage 
of their future happiness and glory ; and concluded 
by observing, that be was a^rized of the import- 
ance of this place as a military and naval position | 
that it had received considerable attention from gov- 
ernment, and would continue so to do, to the full 
detent, that its security and consequence required. 

Commodore Woolsey, the omimanding officer of 
the naval station upon Lake Ontario, then presented 
the officers of the navy attached to his command, to 
the chief magistrate, who accompanied them to the 
naval arsenal, and the* 120 gun ship, which was left 
unfinished at the conclusion of th^ war. The Pre- 
sident afterwards inspected the extensive range of 
stone barracks, and reviewed the troops stationed 
at the Harbour ^ and spent tibe evening at his quar- 
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ters in the villa^, which was brilliantly and taste- 
fully illuminated. 

Sacket's Hairboiir is^ perhaps, the most impor- 
tant military position along the lakes, and immense 
sums of money had been appropriated, during the 
war, to pi^ovide for the erection there of strong works, 
and extensive block-houses and barracks. The en- 
tire fleet of Ontario was built at this place, and 
whilst its equipments were preparingrthe presence 
of an eflicient force was constantly required to op- 
pose the menaces of the enemy, who adopted ya« 
rious schemes to destroy that necessary, important, 
and valuable depot. The resistance made in the 
month of May, 1813, by a small force under gene- 
ral Brown, against the most xletermined and vigo- 
rous attempt of the united fleet and army, under sir 
George Prevost and sir James Yeo, was forcibly 
brought to the recollection of the President, at the 
moment of his examination of the several batteries. 
The departure of general Dearborn's army for Fort 
George, left Sacket's Harbour, at that period, m ra- 
ther a defenceless state, and, in the event of an at- 
tack, the militia of the neighbourhood were chiefly 
relied on to repulse the assailants. Before these 
were entirely collected, or the hasty levies com- 
pleted, the enemy appeared ii( force, and, after seve- 
ral unsuccessful attempts, at length landed at the 
Biost accessible point, and marched promptly upon 
the village. A severe and dose engagement, in 
which many officers of high rank were killed, 
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resulted in the overthrow of the British arms^ 
and the expulsion of all the troops which sir 
George had landed. Such, indeed, was the preci- 
pitation of his flight to his barges, made in conse- 
quence of a stratagem, adopted hj general Brown, 
to deceive him in his estimate of the American force, 
that he left the dead and wounded bodies of a num- 
ber of his men, and several of his most distinguished 
officers, upon the field. 

After being thus compelled to relinquish the fur- 
ther prosecution of an expedition, having for its pri- 
mary object, the capture and destruction of a post, 
the permanent possession of which, only, could give 
to the Americans any hope of a superiority on the 
lake Ontario; after having succeeded in his enter- 
prise, in a degree which scarcely deserves to be 
termed partial; and after being obliged, by the pre- 
dominance of his apprehension, over his bravery and 
foresight, to retire from the assault, and precipi- 
tately to leave his dead and wounded to the mercy 
of his enemy ; sir G« Prevost Issued an official account 
to the people of Canada, and forwarded despatches 
to his government, in each of which he laid claim to 
a '^brilliant and unparalleled victory/' He alleged, 
too, that he had reluctantly ordered his troops to 
leave a beaten enemy, whom he had driven before him 
upwards of three hours, because the co-operation of 
the fleet and army could not be efi*ected« Had the 
result of the expedition against Sacket's Harbour^ 
been of that character, to warrant tliis extraordi- 
nary claim of its conductor, its effects would have 
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been long and deplorably felt by the American gov- 
ernment Immense quantities of naval and military 
stores^ which had been from time to time collected 
at that depot; the frames and timbers which had 
been prepared for the construction of vessels of war^ 
and the rigging and armament which had been for- 
warded there for their final equipment ; as wdl as 
all the army clothings camp equipage^ provisions^ 
ammunition, and implements of war, which had been 
previously captured from ^be enemy; would have 
fallen into his hands* The destruction of the bat- 
teries, the large ship then on the stocks, the exten- 
sive cantonments, and the public arsenal, would have 
retarded the building of another naval force ; and 
that which was already on the lake in separate de- 
tachments, could have been intercepted in its attempt 
to return, and might have been captured in detail* 
The whole energies of the American government, 
added to their most vigorous and unwearied efforts, 
might never again have attained any prospect of an 
ascendency on the lake. As it proved, however, 
all these impending evils were averted, and the plans 
of tiie commanding officer, and the determined re- 
sistance of the majority of Ms troops, converted 
that event into a splendid victory, which would, 
otherwise, have been an iri'etrievable disaster. 

These facts, and their consequent results,, were 
sufficiently apparent to the President; and hijs per- 
sonal examination of the harbour, tended to facilir 
tate the application of the means necessaiy to ik bet* 
ler protection. The aid of a skilfid and distingaish- 
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ed engineer^ major Totten, who had been ord^^ 
to join his excellency's soite^ at Burlington^ in Yer- 
monty enabled him to ascertain with precision at 
what particular points the defences should be en- 
larged; a circumstance of which» as he was con- 
vinced of the vast importance of the post^ it is more 
than presumable he availed himself. 



300 A NARRATIVE OF 



CHAPTEB X. 



The President sails through Lake JBric— errires at 
Detroit— Address of the Trustees of that City — 
he arrives at the town oj Delaware, Ohio — Cdum- 
ins and Worthington — -Reply to an Address there — 
proceeds through CentreviUe to Chillicothe — Address 
of the Corporatiow-^he President parses through 
TarUtoUf Lancaster, and other towns, to Zanes^ 
viUe — thence to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania^— pursues 
his route by Hagerstown and Fredericktown, Ma- 
ryland — returns to the City of Washington— Ad- 
dress of the Mayor and Citixms* 

Thb United States brig Jones^ attended by her 
consort the Lady of the Lake, was in waiting at the 
Harbour, and on Wednesday the 6th (August) the 
President embarked on board that vessel^ under a 
national salute, and sailed thence for Fort Niagara, 
situated on the lake, at the mouth of Niagara river. 
Under the orders of major-general Brown, who still 
accompanied him, he was received at the garrison 
on Friday, the 8th, with the usual salute, and after 
inspecting the works there, which he did without 
loss of time, he proceeded up the Niagara, and ar- 
rived in the evening at the honourable judge For- 
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ter'S) at tiie Falls^ where he lodged that night The 
shortness of his stay at the fort^ which did not ex- 
ceed an hour, afid his extreme desire, as well as the 
necessity of facilitating his tour, which he observed 
had already been long {NPotracted, obliged him to 
forego the attentions, proffered by the officers of the 
British garrison of Fort George, situated nearly op- 
posite Fort Niagara, 

A committed of citizens from the village of Buf- 
faloe, at the outlet of Lake Erie, repaired to Black 
Rock, on Saturday, the .9th, received the Presi- 
dent and his suite, at that place, and escorted him 
through the principal street to Landon^s tavern. 
Here he was addressed by the committee in behalf 
of the citizens, to whom he returned a short verbal 
reply. Having dined in company with flie principal 
citizens, at this tavern, he took passage in the after- 
noon, on board liie United States iu^ihooner Porcu- 
pine, lieut. com. Packet, accompanied by the United 
States schooner Ghent, lieut. com. Champlin, both 
under commodore Dexter, for the port of Detroit, 
upon the river of that name, north of Lake Erfe. 
After three days passage through the lake, his excel- 
lency, and suite, were landed at Spring Wells, at 
which place he was met by major-general M^Comb 
and the citizens of Detroit, who formed an escort 
and conducted Mm to the town. On Thursday the 
14th, he inspected the fort, which was surrendered 
to the British arms, on the 16th of August, 1812, by 
general Hull, then of the United States army. A 
grand military review of the troops under general 
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M^Comb, stationed at De^it^ took place on the 
same day. The Presideiit mounted on an Arabian 
horse, and fottowed by his suit^, by general Cass, 
governor of the territory of Michigan^ and his siute^ 
and by maj. gen* Brown and his suite, p^issed in re- 
view down the line, which made an unusually brilliant 
appearance. In the presence of his excellency and 
all the troops, governor Cass, who had been selected 
to perform that duty by the legislature of New York, 
presented general M^Comb with a superb sword, 
which they bad voted to him, as a reward fin* his 
successful defence of the io^m of Plattsburg, and 
whi<^ had just been transmitted to Detrmt, by go- 
vernor Cl^ton. Gkyremor Cass accompanied thia 
presentation, witti a very handsimie and impropriate 
address. 

In the evening a splendid ball was given to the 
President* at Mr. Woodwerth^s, at which all ^ 
prine^sd ladies and gettQemen, and flie oflic^rs of 
flie several corpis, intended. During his stay at 
Detroit, tiui trustees of the city, availed themsehrefl 
of an interval of the President's rdkaxation from 
d^ty, and by their chairman, Mr. Edwards, deli- 
vered him a short address, to which he made the 
following, answer: 

<« Fdlow Citizens— In the tour in which I am 
engs^ed, according to its original plan, this section 
of our inland frontier form^ an essential part, and 
I am hi^py to have been aUe, so far to have exe- 
cuted it. This is the utmost western limit to which 
I propose to extend it I shaH proceed thence along 
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the fh)ntier9 and through the state of Ohio, without 
delay, to the seat of the general government. 

<^ Aware of your extK)sed situation, every circum- 
stance material to your defence, in the possible, but 
I hope remote, contingency, of future wars, has a 
just claim to, and will receive my attention* * For 
ihe information which you may be able to give me, 
on a subject of such high importance, I shall be very 
thankful, 

^* In aQ the advantages of your situation, in which 
you participate so largely | in those which a kind 
providence has extended to our happy country; I as 
your fellow citizen, take a deep interest, "Any in- 
conveniences of which you may complain, you must 
be sensible cannot be of long duration. Tour esta- 
blishment was, of necessity, originally colonial, but 
on a new principle. A parental hand cherishes you 
in your infancy; your commencement is founded in 
rights, not of a personal nature only, but of incipient 
sovereignty, never to be shaken. The national go- 
vernment promotes your growth, and in so doing, 
from the peculiar felicity of our system, promotes the 
growth and strength of the nation. At a period, and 
on conditions just and reasonable, you will become 
a member oi the union, wUli all the rights of the ori- 
ginal states. In the interim, the legislative body, 
composed of ttie representatives of a free people, 
your brethren, will always be ready to extend a just 
and proper 'remedy to any inconvenience to which 
you may be exposed. 
<< I partake mik you^ the most heartfelt ss&tisfac- 
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tion^ at the present general prosperity of our coim- 
trj, and concur in sentiment respecting the causey 
to which it may be justly ascribed* By the, termi- 
nation of party divisions^ and the union of all our 
citizens in the support of our republican govern- 
ment and institutions, of which I entertain, as I 
trust, a well, founded hope,^ I anticipate a long con* 
tinuance of all the blessings which we now enjoy* 

« For your kind reception^ I offer you my grate- 
ful acknowledgments. 

<' James Monroe. 
^< To A* Edwards, esq* Chairmsm of the Board of 

Trustees, City of Detroit.'* 

. With the inspection of the garrison, the harbour, 
and the public works at Detroit, this tour of obser- 
vation was completed; the President having visited 
and examined all the forts and military depots, and 
reviewed the troops at all tli^ stations from Wiash* 
ington to Maine, and thence along the inland fron- 
tier to this post. The fort and stockade upon the 
island of Michilimackinac bdng at too great a dis- 
tance (two hundred and forty-nine miles) to aUow 
him sufficient time to repair to that place, aid to 
return thence within the period at which his public 
duties would imperiously require his presence at the 
seat of government his journey onwai*d was neces- 
sarily terminated at Detroit. The gres^t objects for 
which it had been undertaken, however, were suffi- 
ciently accomplished; and he relied upon the ability 
of the commanding officer of the nortili^westaii dis- 
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tricty to report to him the condition of flie garrison 
at that island^ and of the measures necessary at any 
time to be adopted for its increase and enlarge- 
ment. 

Accordin^y^ alter making a short delay in the 
Michigan territory, he set out on his return to 
Washington, accompanied by governor Cass, and 
generals Brown and M^Corob; and passing through 
the Indian lands, from the several tribes of which 
he received great attention, he arrived on the 2dd of 
August, at the town of Delaware, situated on Whet- 
stone riverj in the state of Ohio. A committee of 
arrangement conducted him into the town, where he 
remained until Monday the 535th. On that day he 
proceeded to Columbus, the metropolis of Ohio, and 
was received with great cordiality by the governor 
ofthe^ate. 

At Worthington' the citizens manifested their 
pleasure at his appearance among them; and there, 
also, (as at Delaware. and Columbus) he was pre- 
sented with an address; in the reply to which, he 
developed tiie motives by which he was influenced, 
in choosing the route through this state, on his way 
to the ca^tal. He informed them, that he had ex- 
perienced great pleasure and satisfaction in visiting 
Ohio, in meeting the citizens of Worthington, whom 
lie thanked for their kind expressions and distin- 
guished marks of respect. He said, that they over- 
I'ated his abilities, and had given him too much 
\ praise for his performances. He had indeed acted 
! a part, though but a minor part, with the great and 

f 8 
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distinguished men who led in the glorious conflict 
wliich achieved our independence, as also in later 
events of some national importance. He took not 
to himself, however, the merit which a generous pub- 
lic had accorded to him, but felt a consciousness of 
having exerted his best powers in the public service ; 
and that those exertions would be continued and 
repeated as the exigencies of the country should re- 
quire. 

If his devotedness and zeal in the public cause 
had met the approbation of his fellow citizens, as 
they had done him the honour to express, he trusted 
that he sliould still receive their support and confi- 
dence, and that his future conduct would not disap- 
point tlieir expectations f that he had a strong desire 
to ascertain and know by actual view, the situation 
of the northern boi*der of Ohio; that through the 
goodness of divine Providence, he had been enabled 
to fulfil his purposes thus far; that he came to Ohio 
with the most favourable impression, respecting its 
soO, climate, situation and people; he had consider- 
ed the country as being excellent, and the citizens 
intelligent, brave, and attached to our national in- 
stitutions; and that he considered this state, wMcfa, 
as such, a few years since, had no existence, as be- 
ing now an important member ofi;he union, yidding 
a great accession at present, and in prospect more, 
to the resources, strength and talents of the nation. 
That as the first and present population had emi- 
grated principally from older states^ who witii tikeir 
children now spreading round them are of .the same 
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habits^ manners and interests with them, and being 
90 central and happily situated for intercourse with 
the various sections of our extensive territory, this 
state must be viewed with the happiest anticipations 
as it respects the continuation of the union, and the 
future destinies of this republic. He closed by re- 
questing the chairman and committee to accept, for 
ttiemselves and the people of the town and its vici- 
nity, assuraiK^es of his best wishes fi^ thdr happi- 
ness and prosperity. 

On Tuesday evening, the 26th, he reached the 
boundary line between the counties of Franklin and 
Pickaway, and lodged at Holmes^s tavern. At eight 
o'clock on the following morning, he was conducted 
to Circleville, the county town of Pickaway, by a 
deputation of citizens and a tro(^ of horse, and 
thence to the boundary of the county of Ross. There 
be was met by a deputation from the corporation of 
ChilUcothe, and a number of citizens on horseback, 
who escorted him to the residence of governor Wor- 
thington, at Prospect Hill, in whose mansion he 
lodged* On the £8th, he entered ChilUcol&e, pre- 
ceded by tiie same escort, and followed by a train 
of citizens from the neighbouriiig counties. At Wat- 
son's hotel, the mayor and corporation presented 
him tlie address which follows, and received an ap* 
propriate but verbal reply. 

^* To the President of the United States. 

*^ Sir — The citizens of Chillicothe have directed 
me to present you their most cordial wdcome. 
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** The progress of the arts and sciences has not 
I'eached the height in our state which they possess in 
some of our sister states ; but our love of country, and 
devotedness to her welfare, is not surpassed by. any. 
The plain reception of our chief magistrate is conso- 
nant, we hope, with his republican principles. We are 
convinced that notliing can add more to the strong 
cement of the union, than the presence and the re- 
cognition of its moving power.- The interchange 
of citizens, and the exchange of civilities and attach- 
ments between the parts, and the whole connected 
in the person of the President, form a barrier to 
civil feuds, and a strong hold in times of adversity 
and foreign aggression. ^ 

^^ In this country, which when a wilderness at- 
tracted your early and persevering attention, you 
may now trace the footpath of industry and the high- 
way of enterprise; and in your passage through it;^ 
the expressions of public opinion are the guarantees 
of its ready compliance with any duties that may be 
required. 

** We can only reiterate the hope and confidence 
which we possess, that the splendid commencement 
of your presidential career will be exceeded only by 
the mild and beneficial influence it will produce on 
our political relations after your retirement. 

<* Accept our wishes, that when you have com- 
pleted your course, the evening of your life may be 
as serene and happy^ as its morning was eventful. 
*« Levin Bei^t, 

** (Mayor of ChilIicothe,)/)»r the CarporiUion and 
aticcensJ* 
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When the ceremony of congratulating the Presi- 
dent was over, he sat down, in company with gover- 
nor Cass, generals Brown and M'Comb, and about 
one hundred gentlemen, to a dinner, at which go- 
vernor Worthirigton presided. In the course of the 
afternoon, he took asurvey of the town, and lodged 
that night at the hotel. From Chillicothe, he pro- 
ceeded, on the morning of Thursday, the 29th, to- 
wards Lancaster, the seat of justice in Fairfield 
county. He was attended as far as Tarleton by the 
'Committee of arrangement, the escort, the governor, 
and the mayor and council. 

The citizens of Zanesville, and Putnam, situated 
opposite each other, on the east and west sides of 
Muskingum river, were already apprised of the con- 
templated entrance of the President into these towns, 
in the evening of Saturday, the 31st inst and had 
appointed a committee to make suitable arrange- 
ments for his reception. By tliis committee, the 
members of which were inlroduced to him by gover- 
nor Cass, and about fifty gentlemen on horseback, 
he was met, at twelve miles distance, and thence es- 
corted to Putnam, where he was received with eigh- 
teen guns. Zanesville and Putnam are connected 
with each other by two bridges, over the lower 
one of which the President crossed, and was con- 
ducted through crowds of citizens to Dugan's hotel, 
Mr. Chambers, of the committee, presented him the . 
congratulations of the citizens, aflier which the com- 
pany were entertained with a sumptuous banquet. 
On Sunday his excellency breakfasted with Dr. 
s 2 
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Horace Read, attended public worship at the New 
PresbytM'ian Meeting-house, at which the Reverend 
Mr. Culbertoon officiated, and in the afternoon he 
dined with general Vanhom, and closed the day at 
Dr. Hamm's. W. Silliman, esq. was honoured 
with his company to breakfast, on the morning 
of Monday^ the 1st of September, and the Presi- 
dent departed from Zanesville, and resuming his 
journey, proceeded through other small towns in 
that state, and reached the shore opposite Pittsburg, 
(Penn.) on Friday morning, the 5th inst. A few 
miles from the ferry, he was met by a committee of 
arrangement, appointed for that purpose by the cor- 
poration and the citizens, and was conducted on 
board an elegant barge, appropriately decorated, 
and rowed by four sea captains. His appearance on 
the opposite height, was announced to the inhabi- 
tants by an immediate discharge of nineteen guns. 
Upon landing at the foot of Market street, he was 
received with the customary honours by captain Ir- 
win's volunteer light infantry company, the City 
Guards. A coach with four horses had been pro> 
vided to conduct him to his quarters, but as the civil 
authorities as well as the citizens, who intended 
forming a procession, were on foot, the President 
declined this attention, and preferred walking also* 
He was theil conducted through. Market street. 
Fourth street. Wood street^ and First street, to the 
house of William Wilkins, esq. who politely offered 
the use of it to the councils, for the Presidentfs ac- 
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commodatioiu The procession moved in the follow- 
ing order. 

City Guards. 

The officers of the Pennsylvania mifitia, in uniform. 

The deputy-marshal of the district of Pennsylvania, and the 

high sheriff and coroner, with their staves. 

The mayor and recorder of the city. 

The coninutte of arrangement 

TOS PSBSaXITT OF THE UNITES STATES. 

The suite of the Preddent, and officers of the United States 

army. 

Generals-Brown and M'Comb. 

The members of the select council, preceded by their clerk. 

The members of the common council, preceded by their clerk. 

Officers of the revolution. 

The clergy.' 

The representative in Congress. 

The principal and professors in the Academy. 

. Judges of the court and gentlemen of the bar. 

Aldermen of the city. 

The high constable and peace officers of the city, with then 

staves. 

A cavalcade of citizens^ 

The President having entered the house of Mr. 
Wilkinsy received the congratulations and respects 
of the citizens^ the officers of the guai*d, and others. 
On the following mornings Saturday, the munici* 
pality of the city waited upon him, and James Ross, 
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esquire, presictent of the committee of arrangeBient, 
delivered him the following address : 

<< To James Monroe, President oj ike United States. 

** Mr. President— The select and common coun- 
cils; the mayor, aldermen and citizens of Pittsburj^y 
have instructed me to offer you their congratulations 
and most cordial welcome on your arrival in this city. 

« We rejoice at seeing a President of the United 
States for the first time upon the western waters; 
and the interest we feel in this visit is greatly en- 
hanced by the lively recollection that we see in his 
person, the early, uniform, active friend of the wes- 
tern country, who was finally successful in securing 
to us the invaluable right of firee communication 
with the ocean through the Mississippi; an attain- 
ment second in magnitude only to national indepen- 
dence itself, and inseparably connected wit^ it. 

** We anticipate the happiest results from your 
personal examination of the frontier, as well aa of 
the interior of this portion of the union; — ^your con- 
fidence in the resources of the great republic over 
which you preside, will be strengthened by observ- 
ing our unexampled increase of population, our ha- 
bitual industry, our progress in agriculture, manu- 
factures and the useful arts, and the immense region 
of fertility which yet remains a public stock. 

<* While the people witness your paternal atten- 
tion to their local advantages and wants, as well as 
to their external safety, and see the public good~^ 
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anxiously sought out and chmshed in the west, as 
well as the east, without distinction of persons or 
places, we are perfectly assured, that their affisc- 
tions as well as their duty, will every where unite 
them in support of the measures you may find most 
conducive to the public interest during your admi- 
nistration. 

^* We ardently wish you the continuance of long 
life and health to |)ursue the course you have so 
auspiciously begun, and that at the end of your ca- 
reer you may receive and enjoy the richest reward 
of a patriot's toils, — ^NATiovriLL Gratitude for 
having augmented Nationai. Happiicess. 

^< With great pleasure I avail myself of this occa- 
sion to renew to you the assurances of my own very 
high consideration and respect.'^ 

KEPLY. 

^' To James Rosi, esq. Chairman of the Committee 
deputed by the City of Pittsburg. 

« Sir — ^Returning from a tour of a large portion 
of our Atlantic and inland frontiers, which I under- 
took from a s^se of duty, I am happy to pass 
thix>ugh tliis town, and have been much gratified 
by thefriendly reception which has been ^ven me 
by the select and common councils, and by the 
mayor, aldermen and citizens of Pittsburg. 

** Knowing no difierence between the just claims 
of one portion of our country and another, I consi- 
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der it my duly to attend equally to the rights and 
interests of the whcde. It is on this principle that 
I undertook this tour^ and that I shall extend it 
hereafter, shoidd I be blessed with healthy to other 
parts of our union. 

<* Having from very early life, in every station 
I have held, used my best efforts to^ obtain for my 
fellow citizens, the free navigation of the Mississippi, 
no one could be more gratified than I was at its final 
.accomplishment The favourable opini<m which 
you kindly express of my services, in support of 
that great r^t, is peculiarly gratifying to me ; I 
owe it, however, to candour to state, that I have 
no other merit than that of an honest zeal exerted 
in its support, in obedience to the instructions of the 
government under which I acted, and in harmony 
with my venerable associate in the treaty which 
secured it 

<< I have seen with great interest in this tour, the 
most satisfactory proofs of the rapid grawth of this 
portion of our union, of the industry of its inhabi- 
tants, and of their progress in agriculture, manufac- 
tures, and the useful arts. I have derived ^at sa- 
tisfaction also, from the opportunity it has afforded 
me, of forming a more just estimate, than I could 
otherwise have obtained, of the vast amount, great 
fertility, and vahie of public lands, ^yet to be dis- 
posed of. 

« Devoted to the principles of our free republican 
constitution; incapable of discriminating between 
the rights and interests of the eastern and western 
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sections of our union; and having no friendships to 
serve, or resentments to grstifyf at flie expense of 
the public welfare, I shall steadily pursue these ob- 
jects, by such a course of impartial and upright po- 
licy, as shall appear, according to my Ibest judg- 
ment, most likely to secure them. Acting on these 
principles, I shall always calculate with confidence, 
on the suj^rt of my fellow citizens, in such manner 
as may be found conducive to the public welfare. 

<* Permit me, sir, to offer through you to the se- 
lect and common councils, the mayor, aldermen and 
citizens of Pittsburg, my best wishes for their 
welfare, and to request you to be assured of my 
great consideratkm and rei^iect for you personally* 

*^ James MomaoE.'* 

In the course of the same day the President went 
through an inspection of the United States arsenal, in 
the vicinity of the town, attended by a train of mili- 
tary officers. The various departments of that esta- 
blishment, its internal economy, and the condition of 
the arms and accoutrements, received his attentive 
and strict investigation. 

On Sunday he employed himself in religious du- 
ties ; attending the Episcopal church in the forenoon, 
and tiie Presbyterian meeting-house in the evening. 
In tiie intermediate period, between the services, he 
made some private visits, and gave audience to seve* 
ral citi.zens of respectability at his apartments. 

The dty of Pittsburg is, perhaps, one of the most 
flourishing iidand towns in the union. It is very. 
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pleasantly sitaated, on a point of land, at the con- 
fluence of the Alleghany and Monongahela rivers, 
and contains a nnmber of extensive manufacturing 
estahlishments, of the first importance. It has a 
rolling and slitting mill ; a grist mill ; a paper miH, 
and cotton, woollen, and wire manufactories; all 
conducted by steam. There are also five ^ass. 
houses, a cannon foundery, an air furnace, and three 
lead manufactcMries. To visit, and examine these 
(sev«*a] establishments, tiie President remained in 
Pittsburg during Monday the Bth, ai^d on Tuesday 
the 9th, he separated from majors-general Brown 
and M'Coinb, who returned to their respective com- 
mands^ and continued his route, towards Maryland. 

On no former occasion had this town exhibited a 
spectacle so lively and interesting, as that ^hich 
took place on the arrival of the President. The 
shore of the Monongahela was lined with an im- 
mense concourse, consisting of the population of the 
city, and a number of jstrangers, and visiters from 
the surrounding country. The chief magistrate of 
a great and prosperous nation, was greeted in the 
streets of a city, the ground of which had been the 
scene of savage broils, at the commencement of his 
public career. 

From the 8th, until the 15th, the President was 
facilitating his pro^ss towards the capital, through 
Brownsville, Greensburg, across the Alleghany 
mountains, and through a number of towns and 
hamlets in the south-western portion pf Pennsyl- 
vania. 
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It should have been previously observed, tliat at 
the President's second entrance into this state^ dur- 
iDg.hls tour, he made some delay at Canonsburg, a 
town lying a short distance west of Pittsbiurg, and 
containing a flourishing university, denominated 
Jefferson College. The princijpal of this institution 
having introduced the pupils to the chief magistrate 
on that occasion, tendered an address in the name c4* 
the Corporation and the college, and received a hand- 
some and appropriate answer from his excellency* 
These documents possess so many interesting fea- 
tures, that notwithstanding they do not occupy the 
place which had been originally assigned for them, 
f^t it would be improper to neglect the opportunity 
of now presenting them to the public, 

r 

*** To the President of tlieVmted States. 

** Sir— The faculty of Jefferson College, together 
^ith the citizens of this borough, rejoice in the op- 
portunity of presenting their respectful salutations 
to the chief magistrate of the nation. We, with our 
fellow citizens in other sections of the union, view, 
your tour through the different states, as a favour- 
able indication of your devoted attachment to the 
real interests of the people over whom you preside. 
Under your auspices, we anticipate the rising splen- 
dour of our literary institutions^ and of all tiiose es- 
tabiishments which contribute to the independence, 
wealth, and general prosperity of our country. 

" We therefore hail you, sir, upon your arrival 

" T 
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at the ori^nal seat of literature in the west^ with 
sentiments of the greatest cordiality and respect 
This was the coTisecrated spot which first gave birth 
to science in this western region. This institution, 
as a college, was founded in honour of your illus- 
trious predecessor, Mr. Jefferson, in 1802, and has 
since been the piincipal nursery of literature in the 
western country. 

'< Besides the common elementary course of lite- 
rature, it has been the constant aim in this institu- 
tion to inspire the minds of youth with those prin- 
ciples of piety and virtue, witib those ennobling sen- 
timents, and that sincere love of truth and duty, 
which are the greatest ornaments of human charac- 
ter, iuid which are best calculated to form the man 
and the citizen. 

<< It has been the object of this seminary, accord- 
ing to the most enlightened views of human nature, 
and the interests of society, that we could obtain, to 
preserve in close alliance, the interests of religion 
and learning, of piety and virtue, as essential to the 
energy and effect of our political institutions, and as 
greatiy subservient to public order, harmony, and 
liberty. We have ever viewed sound morality and 
intelligence as the great supports of free government, 
and the principal guarantee of our rights and privi- 
leges, both civil and religious. 

<« In this representation of our views of the gene- 
ral object of public education, and the influence of 
sound morality and science in supporting our repub- 
lican institutions, we are persuaded^ sir, they accord 
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with your own sentiments, and refer to objects which 
you judge worthy of high consideration. 

** We present to your view, sir, that portion of 
the youth ^f our country, which now attend this in- 
stitution ; and we are happy tiiat we can bear testi- 
mony of their regard to the interesting objects of 
literary pursuit, and to tliose attainments on which 
their future usefulness depends. We, indeed, ex- 
hibit an emblem of the simplicity of republican man- 
ners, which to a man of your discernment and intd- 
ligence, cannot operate as a disparagement, provided 
we endeavour to cherish those generous afr<^ti<»is, 
and aim at those solid acquirements, wl»cli ^.^lall 
bind us to our country, and render us i3»ti^i»eaitel 
in promoting its interests, and strengtibe^ing and 
protecting its precious institutions. 

** Permit us, with our fellow citizens, to congratu- 
late you, sir, upon the auspicious circumstances 
which attend the commencement of your adminis- 
tration; circumstances which cannot fait to unite 
you and the people together, and impress the public 
mind with the belief of your devoted attachment to 
the best interests of our common country. Accept 
our earnest wishes and prayers for its prosperous 
course and happy issue; arid indulge us with ex- 
pressing the desire, that when you are engaged in 
the appropriate functions of your high station, you 
may enjoy the favour and blessing of heaven, aiid 
that it may be our privilege, by fidelity and perse- 
verance in our respective spheres, under the smiles 
of the same beneficent Providence, to co-operate' in 
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the work of patriotism, by diflflising the light of 
knowledge,, and the saving influence of religion and 
morals. 

•* Craig Ri'TCHie, 
«« Wm. M*MttLAir, 
*^ Wm. Gibson, 
«< Samuel Muxeb, 
<< Jambs P. Mixxeb. 

•* Canonsbui^, Sept. 5, 1817." 

To this the President replied, in substance, and as 
nearly as can be remembered, in language, as fol- 
lows: 

** I thank you, sir, and this committee, for the 
respect and friendship with which I have been re* 
ceived on my arrival here. It is with sincere grati- 
fication that I receive your address. Be assured, 
sir, that I am deeply affected with it. 

<^When I first meditated this tour, which wa» 
some time before I left the seat of government, I 
thought it would be practicable, and it was my de- 
sire, to perform it nearly in the character of a pri- 
vate citizen. But, finding my fellow citizens wished 
otherwise, and every where met me with expressions 
of respect and attachment, I yielded to their wishes, 
and have met them with the same feelings. In these 
expressions of public regard, which my bumble ser- 
vices could not inspire, I see the fixed attachment 
of the people to the principles of our free govern- 
ment. 

'< I am happy in meeting with this faculfy and 
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these young men. The views of the nature and ob- 
ject of public education contained in your address, 
agree with my own. During my tour through an 
extensive continent,,! have met with many similar 
institutions, all entertaining nearly tiie safne senti- 
ments respecting the instruction of youth. And I 
ask you, sir, in what more noble principles could 
they be instructed, than those of virtue and our holy 
religion ? These are the most solid basis on whicfi 
our free government can rest, and that they should 
be instilled into the rising youth of our country, to 
whom its destinies are soon to be consigned, is of 
high importance. The aged pass away in rapid suc- 
cession, and give place to the younger. Those who 
are now the hope of their country will soon become 
its pride. Educated in these principles, we caii 
with confidence repose our free government and 
the interests of our beloved country in their care, 
assured that tliey will preserve, protect, and cherish 
them^ and will fill the place of those who have gone 
before themj» with equal honiHir and advantage. I 
was fed into this subject, on which I have dwelt, be- 
cause it is pleasing to me, by the observations con- 
tained in your address. 

** With respect to the objects of my tour, you do 
me justice. You all know how necessary it is, that 
a person in my station should be acquainted with 
the circumstances and situatkm of the country over 
which he presides. To ac<)[uire this knowledge, I 
have visited our marine coasts and inland frontiers, 
parts most exposed to invasioit. Having accomplish**^ 
T 2 
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ed ibe objectoof my tmir^ to th« f uU extent 1 at first 
contemplated^ to me, sir, it is pectdiarly gratifying, 
now on my return to the seat of government, to be 
hailed with the sentiments of approbation eontamed 
in your address, 

« To me it is a source of high sattsfacticm, that in 
all the places which I hare visited in this tour, I 
have found the. people so generally ttinted, and so 
strongly attached to the principles of our excellent 
constitution. In the union of tiie people^ our govern- 
ment is si^ciently strong, 'knd on this union I con- 
fidently rely. Our govemm^it has proved its 
strength* We have terndnated, with honour, a Wfur 
carried on against a powerful niition, and that nar 
tion peculiarly favoured by fortunate circumstances* 
Our army gained glory, our navy acquired equal 
renown, and all classes of citizens, as opportunity 
offered, and where the pressure was greatest, acquit- 
ted themselves with honour. 

*^ This nation is now respectable for numb^^ and 
more respectable as-an enlightened people* That its 
future happiness and glory may answer to ite pre- 
sent prosperity, is my sincere desire. 
^* Be assured, sir, that I shall always take a deep 
interest in tiie prosperity of this institution. It is 
known at a distance among scientific men. You have 
chosen f<»* it a name not unknown abroad to science^ 
vnA which to me is pecuUariy interesting. I avail 
myself of this opportunity of bearing my testimony 
to the talente, leaning, and great public services of 
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ftat venerable statesman and phUoecipher^ whose 
. name you have prefixed to your institution. 

^^Aecept, gentlemen, my gratdul ac^nowledg* 
ments for the kindness with which I have been re- 
ceived, and my sincere wishes for your individual 
happiness and prosperity. 

** James MoimoE/' 

On the 15th (September), when his excellency had 
travdied within a few hours journey of Hagerstown, 
in Maryland, colonel Williams despatched an ex- 
press to t&e inhabitants, acquainting Ihem with his 
approach. 

This information was disseminated amongst the 
chiz^is with rapidity, and a^ cavalcade, preceded 
1^ the committee of arrangement, was in a short 
time advancing on the road to meet him; the pro-' 
cession reached the suburbs, on its return with the 
President, under a federal discharge, and he passed 
cm to his cpiarters amid repeated cheers fi*om the 
people. Aft^ a stay of about two hours, during 
which, he received the visits of many respectable 
citizens, he again ascended his c|u*riage> and pur- 
sued the direction to Fountain Rock, the seat of ge- 
neral Ringold. He passed the night at the mansion 
of that gentleman. 

In the course of flie following day he left Foun- 
tain Bock, and proceedii^ through Fredericktown, 
was tti&ce greeted wifli the same unabated cordiali^- . 
I7, and on the afternoon of the 17th of September, 
he entered the district of Columbia. 
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The citizens of the ^Ustrict being apprised of the 
President's intention to enter the capital on that 
Abj, made immediate pveparations to welcome his 
return to his home in a manner, which should mani- 
fest the attachment of his immediate friends and 
neighbours. About four o'clock in the afternoon, 
he was received^'a few miles above Georgetown, by 
the mayor and a deputation of the citizens. On ar- 
riving at the line of the district, a numerous caval- 
cade of citizens, on horseback and in carriages, 
formed a prociession and attended him to George- . 
town; at the boundary of which he was honoured 
with a national salute, from a detachment of the 
Georgetown artillery. Captain Thornton's fine 
troop of cavalry, from Alexahdria, anived at that 
moment, and took its place at the head of the es- 
cort, and a volunteer band of music, at the same 
time, joined tiie procession. The cavalcade then 
passed' through ^High street and Bridge street, at 
the intersection of which the national banners were 
displayed, and, crossing Rock Creek, at the ford 
near Williams and Carroll's mill, defiled thence in- 
to Pennsylvania Avenue, in the city of Was|iing-> 
ton, and proceeded to the President's house, near 
which he was received by the United States ma- 
rine corps, under major Miller, with the honoux'S 
due to his station. 

Having reached his residence, the President alight- 
ed, amid a number of his most distinguished f(^^ow 
citizens, who awaited his arrival, and in whose be- 
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half general J. P. Van Ness delivered to him a Ter* 
bai congratulation, in which he spoke of the attach- 
ment of the citizens of the district to the chief ma- 
gistrate, and referred to the various services ren- 
dered to his country by that officer. 

The President replied to this address; and advert- 
ing to the objects an^ circumstances of his tour, 
declared the strong sense he felt of the manner in 
which he had been received by his fellow country- 
men; spoke of the general prosperity every where 
manifest, which had combined with the necessary 
labours of his tour the most pleasing enjoyments; 
and expressed his satisfaction at the many evidences 
given him, during his progress, of national feeling, 
and attachment to the true principles of the consti-. 
tutibn. The President concluded his brief, but im- 
pressive address, by repeating his sense of the warm 
reception given him on his return, his ardent wish- 
es for the prosqperity of the distinct, and his sincere 
satisfaction at the rapidify of the recovery of this 
city from the misfortunes it had not long since ex* 
perienced. 

Daring the whole course of these movements, sa- 
lutes were fired from all the public works in and 
about the capital; and the scene was altogether 
cheering, novel, and interesting. The President 
had no sooner entered his dwelling, than the caval- 
cade dispersed, and the citizens returned to their 
homes ; leaving him to the enjoyment of that repose 
which his long and fatiguing tour rendered abso- 
lutely necessary. 
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At twelve o'clock, on Thursday the 18th, agree- 
ably to previous arrangements, Benjamin G« Orr, 
esq. mayor of the city of Washington, and the mem- 
bers of the boards of aldermen and common council 
waited on Mr. Monroe, and addressed him upon his 
safe return to the seat of government. 

" Mr. President— Your fellow citizens and neigh- 
bours cannot receive you amongst them, after the 
interesting and useful tour you have taken, without 
using the occasion to demonstrate their high respect 
and attachment. 

<* The people, sir, in their undivided and unre- 
strained honours to their chief magistrate, have not 
only done justice to merit, but have done more : they 
have strengthened their government by spontaneous 
manifestations of their happiness and unanimity^ 
they have developed the highly interesting fact, that 
that system Is best which interferes least with the 
rights inherent in every rational creature, and which 
secures the blessings of civilization by the moral 
sense of the nation, more than by the coercive ai'ni 
of the civil and military power. 

" In the tour which you have just finished, we have 
sympathised with you in your fatigues, and exulted 
with you in the extraordinary demonstrations of the 
nation's love, which, though sometimes oppressive, 
are always grateful. Despotic rulers obtain the 
adulation of slaves, whom, by their vices, they have 
made miserable | but you, the choice- of a free and 
enlightened people, receive assurances of approba-- 
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tion and esteem f|*oin those 70U largely participate 
in rendering happy. 

" The pleasure which your retunj. affords us, is 
au^ented by the consideration that we have now 
the opportunity of addressing you in the dwelling 
which the nation has once more prepared for the re- 
ception and accommodation of the chief magistrate 
of the United States. In these sentiments the mayor, 
board of aldermen and board of common council, 
cordially unite with the citizens of Washington, in 
tendering you the welcome of Mendsliip in the lan- 
guage of candour, and in the fulness of affection and 
confidence.'* 

The President answered : 

<< I cannot express in sufficiently strong terms* the 
gratification which I feel in returning to the seat of 
government, after the long and very interesting tour 
in which I have been engaged; and I beg you to be 
assured, that nothing can contribute more to dissi- 
pate the fatigues to which I have been exposed, than 
the very cordial reception which has been given me 
by my fellow citizens and neighbours, of the city 
and district. 

** I shall always look back to the important inci- 
dents of my late tour, with peculiar satisfaction. I 
flatter myself, that I have derived from it, informa- 
tion which will be very useful in the discharge of the 
duties of the high trust confided to me; and in other 
respects, it has afforded me the highest gratification. 
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In all fliat portion of our countaT; through M^hich I 
have passed; I have «een, with delight, proofs the 
roost conclusive, of the devotion of our fellow citi- 
zens to the principles of our free republicMi govern- 
ment, and to our happy union. The qiontaneous 
and independent manner in which these sentiments 
were declaimed, by the great body of the people, with 
other marked circumstances attending them, satis* 
fied me, that they came from the heart United firm* 
ly in tlie support of these great, these vital intefestsy 
we may fairly presume, that all difficulty on minor 
questions, will disappear. In returning to the city 
of Washington, I rejoice to find the public building 
intended for the accommodation of the chief magis- 
trate, in a state to admit within it this friendly in- 
terview with you. 

^* James Monkob.^ 

After an absence of tliree months and sixteen 
days, in which time he made a circuit of nearly 
three thousand miles, the President returned to the 
seat of his official duties, \rith an increased know- 
ledge of the state of the country, of the character, 
the interest, and tiie sentiments of his constituents, 
and of what measures should be suggested to the 
councils of the nation to promote their happiness in 
a still more eminent degree, and to render their 
invaluable privileges n^^iil^lj^cure. 

i> OF THE 
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A VISIT to Fort WasM^gtont in the vicinity of 
tiie m^ropoUsy had been contemplated by the Pre- 
ddentf subsequently to his return from the north- 
western frontier. The accumulation of official busi- 
ness during his absence^ however, delayed the exe- 
cution of this design, until the 29th of November. 
On that day he crosNsed over from tlie capital to 
Alexandria, and the inhabitants of that place, being 
apprised of the circumstance, had a military detach- 
ment in waiting to attend him on his entrance. Cap- 
tain Thornton's troop o( cavalry,, under- the tempo- 
rary command of lieutemuxt Simms, and the staff 
officers of the Alexandria brigade of militia per- 
formed that duty. At the moment of his passing 
the Washington bridge, captain Griffith's company 
of artillery commenced a salute, which was conti* 
nued until he reached his quarters at the City Hotel. 
The mayor and corporation were there in attend- 
ance, to tender their respects to the chief magis- 
trate, in the address which follows. 

«< To the President of the United States. 

" Sir — ^The further prosecution of the important 
object of your late tour has brought you to our town* 
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It is with pleasure that tlie mayor and common 
council of Alexandiia^ in behalf of themselves and 
their fellow citizens, offer to you their cordial and 
respectful salutations upon your arrival among ua. 
In you, sir, we behold not only the chief of the na- 
tion, but the executive magistrate of this district. 
Confiding in the purity of your intentions, and be- 
li©\iug that the powers vested in you by the consti- 
tution, will be used with a due regard to the welfare 
of the people, whose dearest interests are entrusted 
to your paternal care, we avail ourselves of this oc- 
casion to express our sincere hope, that the auspi- 
cious circumstances which attended the commence- 
ment of your administration, may, with the blessings 
of our heavenly Father, under your direction, unite 
to promote the solid and permanent good of our be- 
loved country-. We feel every assurance that the 
peculiar interest and welfare of the district of Co- 
lumbia will receive your attentive consideration, and 
that such measures \vill be recommended by you to 
congress, as are, in your opinion, best calculated to 
promote the prosperity of the district. With these 
sentiments we unite in our ardent wishes for your 
present and future happiness, and that it may please 
the supreme Governor of the world so to guide you, 
that the course of your administration may entitle 
you to the gratitude and affection of your fellow ci- 
tizens, and the respect of future generations." 

To which the President was pleased to make the 
following verbal reply : 

That he received with pleasure the kind attention 
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of the town of Alexandria ; that from the circum- 
stance of having known the town from his early 
youth, and entertaining a friendship for many of its 
inhabitants, the marks of kindness he now received 
could not fail to be agreeable to him : that the gene- 
ral interest and defence of the nation had been the 
object of his late tour 5 and, in the further prosecu- 
tion of that object, his present visit was here, and to 
the neighbouring fort, on which the safety of the 
town seemed materially to depend ) that he consider- 
ed the prosperity of the district, from having been 
ma^e the seat of the general government, as becom- 
ing a subject of national concern, and that he felt 
every disposition to pi-omote its interests, as far as 
he was enabled by the important situation to which 
his country had done him the honour to call him. 

Generals Swift and Porter, and several other dis- 
tinguished officers, then conducted the President to 
a handsome barge, in which the company were con- 
veyed to the fort. After a strict examination of the 
state of the garrison and works, and after having 
consulted with the military commanders on the 
modes of improvement which it might be proper to 
adopt, in i^gard to that station, at a future time, the 
President returned fo Washington. 



The following description of the ceremony of Pre- 
sident Monroe^s inauguration, the speech which he 



iv APPENDIX. 

{nunounced on that occasioii^ and his first message 
transmitted to the two branclies of the national legis- 
lature, are- deemed to be papers so interesting in 
themselves, as develo^g the principles and the in*o- 
bable course of the new administration, and to be, 
in some measure, connected with the narrative of 
his tour, that they are inserted at Iragth in this 
appendix. 
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Under the auspices of a delightful day, on the 4th 
of March, 1817, took place the interesting ceremony, 
attendant on the entrance of the president elect of 
the United States, up<m his olBbsial duties. The cere- 
mony and the spectacle were simple but animating 
and impressive. At half after eleven o'clock, the 
President and Vice-president elect, left the private 
I'esidence of Mr. Monroe, and, att^ded by a large 
cavdcade of citizens, marshalled by the gentlemen 
appointed for tliat duty, reached the congress hall 
"a little before twelve. Having entered the senate 
chamber, the vice-president tocA tliexhair, when the 
oath of office was administered to him, and he de- 
livered an appropriate address to the members. 

This cer^nony having ended, the Senate adjourn- 
ed, and the President and Vice-president, the judges 
of the Supreme Court, the Senate generally, the 
marshals, &c. attended tiie President to the elevated 
portico temporarily erected for the occasioi]^ w^here. 
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in the presence of an immense concourse of officers 
of the goyemmcnt, foreign ofllcers, strangers, (la- 
dies as weli as gentlemen) and citizens, the Presi- 
dent rose and delivered the follomng 

SPEECH. 

'^ I should be destitute of feeling, if I was not 
deeply affected by the strong proof which my fellow 
citizens have given tne of their confidence, in call- 
ing me to the high office, whose functions I am about 
to assume. As the expression of their good opinion 
of my conduct in the public service, I derive from 
it a gratification, which those who are conscious of 
having done all that they could (o merit it, can alone 
feel. My sensibility is increased by a just estimate 
of the importance of the trust,,and of the nature and 
extent of its duties ; with the proper discharge^f 
which, the highest interests of a great and free people 
are intimately connected. Cims^ious of my own de- 
ficiency, I cannot enter on these duties without great 
anxiety for the result. From a just responsibility I 
will never shrink 5 calculating with confidence, that 
in my best efibi*ts to promqte the public welfare, my 
motives will always be didy appreciated, and my 
conduct be viewed with that candour and indulgence 
which I have experienced in otlier stations. 
. << In commencing the duties of llie chief executive 
office, it has been the practice of the distinguished 
men who have gone before me, to explain the prin* 
elides which would govern them in their respective 
a2 



administrfttioiis. In fohowing tiidr venerated ex- 
Ample, my attention is naturally drawn to tibe great 
causes which have contributed, in a ^ncipal de- 
cree, to produce the present happy condition of the 
United States. They will best explain the nature 
of our duties, and shed much l%fat on the policy 
which ought to be pursued in fuliure. 

<< From the commencement of our revolution to 
the present day, almost fcnrty years have elapsed, 
and from the establicAiment of this constitution, twen- 
ty-dght. Through tills whole term, the government 
has been, what may emphatically be called self^gov- 
emment^ and what has iieen tiie effect? To what* 
ever object we turn our attention, whether it relate 
to our fordign or domestic concerns, we find abun- 
dant cause to felicitate ourselves in the exoellence of 
our institutions. During a period firaoght witti dM* 
cutties, and marlied by very extraordinary events, 
the United States have flourished beyond exaa^e. 
Their dHii^ens individaaHy have heen happy, and 
the nation prosperous. 

<< Under this constitiitiim, our commerce has been 
wisely regulated with foreign nations, and between 
the states; new states have been admitted into omr 
union; our territory has been eidarged, by fair 9xA 
)M)nouraiil6 tr^dy, and with great advantage to tiio 
original states ; the states, respectively, protected by 
tlie national government, under a nvld parental sys- 
tmtf against foreign dangers^ and ^joying within 
their separate spheres, by a wise partition of power,- 
a just proportion of tho sovereignty^ have improved 
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tbeir police^ exten^d thc^u* settlenieiits^ and attained 
a strength atid maturity^ which are tite best proofs 
of wholesome laws, w^ administered. And if we 
look to the condition of iadividiialsy what a proud 
spectacle does it exMMt! On whom has op^^ssion 
fallen in smy quarter of our union? Wlio has been 
deprived of any right of pers(m or property? Who 
restrained from offering Ms tows, in the mode which 
he prefers, to the divine Author of his being? It is 
well known, that all these blessings have been en- 
joyed in their fullest extent; and I add, with peculiar 
satisfaction, that there has been no example of a 
capital punishment bdng inflicted on any one for the 
crime of high treason. 

<^ Some, who. might admit the competency of our 
government to these beneficent duties, might doubt 
it in trials which put to the test its strength* and effi- 
ciency, as a manber of tiie g^*eat comnninity of nar 
ti0ii8« Here, too, experience has afforded us tbe 
iiK»8t satisfactory proof in its favour. Just as th^s 
constitution was put into action, several of the prin- 
cipal states of Euro^ had become much agitated, 
and some of them serioudy convulsed. .Detractive 
wars ensued, which have, of late only, been t^rmi*- 
nated. In the course of these confficts, the United 
States received great injury finun several of the par^ 
ticB. It was thdr intere^ to. stand aloof ft'om the 
content; to demand justice from the paiiy commit* 
ting.the injury; and to cultivate by a fair and ho^- 
neiirable conduct, the friendship of all. War be- 
ca»e^ atkngthf iwfitable, and the result has^sh^wn, 
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tliat our goveniment is eqaal to tiukt, the greatest of 
trials, under the most -unfavourable circumstances. 
Of the vii*tue of the pec^, aniLctf the heroic ex- 
ploits of the anny^ the navy, and the militia, I oeed 
not speak. 

" Snch, then, is the happy government under 
wliich.we live; a government adequate t;o every pur- 
pose for which the sociid compact is formed; a go- 
vernment elective in all its branches, under wiuch 
every citizen may, by his merit, obtain the highest 
trust recognised by the constitution; which contains 
within it no cause of discord; none to put at va- 
riance one portion of the community with another ; 
a government which protects every citizen in the 
full enjoyment of his rights, and is able to protect 
the nation against injustice from foreign powers. 

<< OtKer consid^ations of the highest importance 
admonish us to cherish our unioi(i, and to ding to the 
government which supports it. ^ Fortunate as we 
are, in our political institutions, we have not been 
less so in otiier circumstances, on which our prospe- 
rity and hajpiness essentially depend. Situated 
within Hie temperate zone, and extending tlurougb 
many degrees of latitude along the Atlantic, tiie 
United States enjoy all the varieties of climate, and 
every productimi incident to tbat portion of the 
globe. Fenelratiiiig, internally, to the great lakes, 
and beyond the sources of the great rivers which 
communicate through our whole interior, no cenn^ 
try was ever happier with respect to its domain- 
Blessed too with a fertile soil^ om produce has al- 
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ways been very abundant, leaving, even in years 
the least favourable, a surfdus for the wants of our 
fellow men, in other countries. Such is our peculiar 
felicity, that there is not a part of our union that is 
not particularly interested in preserving it. The 
great agricultural interest of the nation prospers 
under its protection. Local Interests are not less 
fostered by it Our fellow citizens of the north, 
engaged in nayigation, find great encouragementin 
being made the favoured carriers of the vast produc- 
tions of the otiiei^ portions of the United States, 
while the inhabitants of these are amply recom- 
pensed, in their turn, by tiie nursery for seamen and 
naval force,, tims formed and reared up for the sup^ 
port c^ our common rights. Our manufactures find 
a generous encouragement by the policy which pa- 
tronizes domestic industry, and the surplus of our 
produce, a steady and pnrfltable market by local 
wants, in fess favoured parts, at home. 

<< Such, then, being tlie hi^y &voured condition 
of our country, it is the interest of every citizen to 
maintain it. What are the dangers which menace 
us? If any exist, they oUght to be ascertained and 
guarded against. 

« In explaining^ my sentimmts on this subject, it 
may be asked, what raised us to the present happy 
state? How did we accomplish the revolution? How 
remedy the defects of the first instrument our union, 
by infusing into the national government suffiderrt 
power for national purposes, witibout impairing the 
just rights of the states, or afl&cting those of indiviv 



X APPENDIX. 

duals? How sustain, and pass with glory through 
the late war ? The government has been in the hands 
of the people. To the people, therefore, and to the 
faithful and able depositories of their trust, is the 
credit due. Had the people of the United States 
been educated in different principles ; had they been 
less intelligent, less independent, or less virtuous, 
can it be believed, that we should have maintained 
the same steady and consistent career, olr been bless- 
ed with the same success? While, then, the consti- 
tuent body retains its present sound and healthful 
state, every thing will be safe. They will choose 
competent and faithful representatives for every de- 
partment. It is only when the people become igno- 
rant and corrupt ; when they degenerate into a po- 
pulace, that they are incapable of exercising the 
sovereignty. Usurpation is then an easy attain- 
ment, and an usurper soon found. The peqple them- 
selves become the wilUng instruments of their own 
debasement and ruin. Let us then IcKik to the great 
cause, and endeavour to preserve it in full force. 
Let us, by all wise and constitutional measures, pro- 
mote intelligence among the people, as the best 
means of preserving our liberties. 

<^ Dangers from abroad are not less deserving of 
attention. Experiencing the fortune of other na- 
tions, the United States may be again involved in 
war, and it may, in that event, be the object of the 
adverse party to overset our government, to break 
oilr union, and demolish us as a nation. Our dis- 
tance fxx)m Europe, and the just, moderate, and pa- 
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cific policy of our government, may foi*m some se- 
curity against these dangers, but they ought to be 
anticipated and guarded against. Many of our ci- 
tizens are engaged in commerce and navigation, and 
all of them are in a certain degree dependent on 
their prosperous state. Many are engaged in the 
fisheries. These interests, are exposed to invasion 
in the wars between other powers, and we should 
disregard the faithful admonition of experience, if 
we ^id not expect it. We must support our rights, 
or lose our character, and with it perhaps our liber- 
ties. A people who fail to do it, can scarcely be 
said to hold a place among independent nations. 
National honour is national property of the liighest 
value. The sentiment in the mind of every citizen, 
is national strength. It ought therefore to be che- 
rished. 

<< To secure us against these dangers, our coast 
and inland frontiers should be fortified, our army 
and navy regulated upon just priiMJni^ as to the 
force of each, be k^t in perfect orde^and our mi- 
litia be placed on the best practicable footing* To 
put our extensive coast in such a state of defence, 
as to secure our cities and interior from invasion, 
will be attended with expense, but the work when 
iinished will be permanent, and it is fair to presume 
that a single campaign of invasion, by a naval force 
superior to our own, aided by a few thousand land 
troops, would expose us to greater expense, without 
taking into the estimate the loss of property, and 
distress of our citizens, than would be sufficient for 
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this great work. Our land and naval forces should 
be moderate, but adequate to the necessary pur- 
poses. The former to garrison and iH*eserve our 
fortifications^ and to me^t the first invasions of Vl 
foreign foe; and while constituting' the elements of 
a greater force, to jM'eserve the science, as well as 
all the necessary implements of war, in a state to 
be brought into activity in the event of war. The 
latter, retained witibiii the limits proper in a stsute 
of peace, might aid in mainlining the neutrality of 
the United States with dignity, in the wars of other 
powers, and in saving the prcq[>erty of their citizens 
from spoliation. In time of war, witii tiie enlarge- 
ment of which the great naval resources of the coun- 
try render it susceptible, and which should be duly 
fostered in time of peace, it would contribute essen- 
tially, both as an auxiliary of defence, and as a pow- 
erful engine of annoyance, to diminish the calami- 
ties of war, and to bring the war to a speedy and 
honourable teri^ation. 

<* But it ought always to be hdd prominently in 
view, that the safety of these states, and of every 
thing dear to a free people, must depend in an emi- 
nent degree on the militia. Invasions may be made 
too formidable to be resisted by any land and naval 
force, which it would comport, either with the prin- 
ciples of our government, or the circumstances of 
the United States, to maintain. In such cases, re- 
course must be had to the great body of the people, 
and in a manner to produce the best effect It is jof 
the highest importance, therefore, that they be so 
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organized and trained as ta be prepared for any 
emergency. The arrangement should be such, as 
to put at the command of the government, the ar- 
dent patriotism and youthful vigour of the country. 
If formed on equal and just principles, it cannot be 
oppressive. It is the crisis which makes the pres- 
sure, and not the laws wluch provide a remedy for 
it. This arrangement should be formed too in time 
of peace, to be better prepared for war. With such 
an organization, of such a people, the United States 
have nothing^ dread from iforeign invasion. At 
its approach, an overwhelming force of gallant men 
might always be put in motion. 

** Other interests, of high importance, will claim 
attention, among* which the improvement of our 
country by roads and canals, proceeding always 
with a constitutional sanction, holds a distinguished 
place. By thus facilitating the intercourse between 
• the states, we shall add much to the convenience 
and comfort of our fellow citizens ; much to the or- 
nament of the country; and, what is of greater im- 
portance, we shall shorten distances, and by making 
each part moi'e accessible to and dependent oix the 
other, we shall bind the union more closely together. 
Nature has done so much for us, by intersecting the 
country with so many great rivers, bays and lakes, 
approaching from distant points so near to each 
other, that the inducement to complete the work 
seems to be peculiarly strong. A more interesting 
spectacle was perhaps never seen than is exhibited 
within the limits of the United States; a territory 
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SO vasty and advantageously situated, containing ob- 
jects so grand, so useful, so happily connected in 
all their parts. 

<* Our manufoctures will likewise require the sys- 
tematic and fostering care of the government. Pos- 
Y^essing, as we do, all the raw materials, the fruit of 
our own soil and industry, we ought not to depend, 
in the degree we have done, on supplies from other 
countries. While we are thus dependent, the sud- 
den event of war, unsought and unexpected, cannot 
fail to plunge us into the most serious difficulties. It 
is important too, that the capital which nourishes 
our manufactui*es should he domestic, as its iiijBuence 
in that case, instead of exhausting, as it may do in 
foreign hands, would be felt advantageously on agri- 
culture, and every other branch of industry. Equally 
important is it to provide at home a market for our 
i*aw materials, as, by extending the competition, it 
will enhance the price, and protect the cultivator * 
against the casualties incident to foreign markets. 

<* With the Indian tribes it is our duty to cultivate 
friendly relations, and to act with kindness and libe- 
rality in all our transactions. Equally proper is it 
io persevere in our efforts to extend to them the ad- 
vantages of civilization. 

« The great amount of our revenue, and the flou- 
rishing state of the treasury, are a full proof of the 
competency of the national resources, for any emer- 
gency, as they are, of the willingness of our fellow 
citizens to bear the burdens which the public neces- 
sities require. The vast amount of vacant lands. 
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the value of which daily augments^ forms an addi- 
tional resource of great extent and duration. These 
resources, besides accomplishing every other neces- 
sary purpose, put it completely in tlie power of the 
United States to discharge the national debt, at an 
early period. Peace is the best time for improve- 
ment and preparation of every kind^ it is in peace 
that our commerce flourishes most; that taxes are 
most easily paid, and that the revenue is the most 
productive. 

*< The executive is chai'ged ofBciaUy, in the de- 
partments under it, with the disbursements of the 
public money, and is responsible for the faithful ap- 
plication of it to the purposes for which it is raised. 
The legislature is the watchful guardian over the 
public purse. It is its duty to see, that the disburse- 
ment has been honestly made. To meet the requisite 
responsibility, every facility should be afforded to the 
executive to enable it to bring the public agents, en- 
trusted with the public money, strictly and promptly to 
account. Nothing should be presumed against them; 
but if, with the requisite facilities, the public money 
is suffered to lie, long and uselessly, in their hands, 
they will not be the only defaulters, nor will the de- 
moralizing effect be confined to them. It wUl evince 
a relaxation, and want of tone in the administration, 
which will be felt by the whole community. I shall 
do all that I can, to secure economy and fidelity in 
this important branch of the administration, and I 
doubt not^ that the legislature will perform its duty 
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with equal zeal. A thorough examination should 
he regularly made^ and I will promote it 

" It is particularly, gratifying to me, to enter on 
the discharge of these duties, at a time when the 
United States are blessed with peace. It is a state 
most consistent with their prosperity and happiness. 
It will be my sincere desire to preserve it, so far as 
depends on the executive, on just principles, with all 
nations, claiming nothing unreasonable of any, and 
rendering to each what is due. 

** Equally gratifying is it to witness the increased 
harmony of opinion, which pervades our union. Dis- 
cord docs not belong to our system. Union is re- 
commended, as well by the free and benign princi- 
ples of our government, extending its blessings to 
every individual, as by the other eminent advantages 
attending it. The American people have encoun- 
tered together great dangers, and sustained severe 
trials with success. They constitute one great fa- 
mily, with a common interest. Experience has 
enlightened us, on some questions of essential im- 
portance to the country. The progress has been 
slow, dictated by a just reflection and faithful regard 
to every interest connected with it. To promote 
this harmony, in accojnl with the principles of our 
republican government, and in a manner to give 
them' the most complete effect, and to advance in all 
other respects the best interests of our union, will 
be the object of my constant and zealous exertions. 

<* Never did a government commence under aus- 
pices so favourable, nor ever was success so com- 



APPENDEK. XW 

plete. If we look to the history of otiier nations^ 
ancient or modern, we find no example of a growth 
so rapid, so gigantic; of a people so prosperous and 
happy. In contemplating what we have still to per- 
form, the heart of every citizen nfust expand with 
joy, when he reflects how near our*govemment has 
approached to perfection; that in respect to it, we 
have no essential improvement to make ; that the 
great object is, to preserve it in the essential princi- 
ples and features which characterise it, and, that 
that is to be done, by preserving the virtue and en- 
lightening the minds of the people; and, as a secu- 
rity against foreign dangers, to adopt such arrange- 
ments as are indispensable to the support of our 
independence, our rights and liberties. If we per- 
severe in the career in which we have advanced so 
far, and in the path already traced, we cannot fail, 
under the favour of a gracious Providence, to attain 
the high destiny which Beems to await us. 

<< In the administration of the illustrious men who 
have preceded me in this high station, with some of 
whom I have been connected by the closest ties from 
early life, examples are presented, which will always 
be found higldy instructive and useful to their suc- 
cessors. From these I shall endeavour to derive all 
the advantages which they may alSbrd. Of my im- 
mediate predecessor, under whom so important a 
portion of this great and successful experiment has 
been made, I shall be pardoned for expressing my 
earnest wishes that he may long enjoy, in his retire- 
ment, the affections of a grateful country, the best 
62 
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i'ewai*d of exalted talents, and the most faithful aiul 
meritorious services. Rdying on the aid to be de« 
rived from the other departments of the government, 
I enter on the trust to which I have been called by 
the suffrages of *my fellow citizens, with my fervent 
prayers to the Almighty, that he will be graciously 
pleased to continue to us that protection which he 
has already so conspicuously displayed in our fa- 
vour/* 

Having concluded his address, the oath of office 
was administered to him by the Chief Justice of the 
United States. The oath was announced by a sin- 
gle gun, and followed by salutes from the Navy 
Yard, the Battery, from Fort Warburton, and from 
several pieces of artillery on the ground. 

The President was received on liis arrival, with 
military honours, by the. marine corps, by the 
Georgetown riflemen, a company of aiiillery, and 
two companies of infantry from Alexandria; and on 
his return was saluted in like manner. 

The following message was transmitted from the 
President of the United States, by his secretary, 
Mr. Joseph Jones Monroe, on Tuesday, the second 
day of December, 1817, to the two houses of the 
fifteenth Congress. 

MESSAGE. 

•< Fellow Citizens of the Senate, 

and of the House of Representatives. 
*< At no period of our political existence, had we 
so much cause to felicitate ourselves at the prospe- 
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mus and hapfiy condition of our country. The abun- 
dant fruits of the earth have filled it with plenty. 
An extensive and profitable commerce has greatly 
augmented our revenue. The public credit has at- 
tained an extraordinary elevation. Our prepai'a- 
tions for defence, in case of future wars, from which, 
by the experience of all nations, we ought not to ex- 
pect to be exempted, are advancing, under a well 
digested system, with all the despatch which so im- 
portant a work will admit. Our free government, 
founded on the interest and affections of the people, 
has gained, and is daily gaining strength. Local 
jealousies are rapidly yielding to more generous, en- 
larged and enlightened views of national policy. For 
advantages so numerous and highly important^ it is 
our duty to unite in grateful acknowledgments to 
that omnipotent Being from whom they are derived, 
and in unceasing prayer, that he will endow us with 
virtue and strength to maintain and hand them 
down, in their utmost purity, to our latest posterity. 
^< I have the satisfaction to inform you, that an 
arrangement, which had been commenced by my 
predecessor, with the British government, for the 
reduction of the naval force, by Great Britain and 
the United States, on the lakes, has been concluded: 
by which it is provided, that neither party shall keep 
in service on Lake Champlain, more than one ves- 
sel; on Lake Ontario more than one; and on Lake 
£rie, and the upper lakes, more than two; to be 
armed, each, with one cannon only; and that all the 
other armed vessels, of both parties, of which an 
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exact list is interchanged, shall be dismantled. It 
is also agreed, that the force retained shall be re- 
stricted, in its duty, to the internal purposes of each 
party ; and that the aiTangement ^hall remain in 
force until six months shall have expired, after no- 
tice given by one of the pai'tiea to the other, of its 
desire that it should terminate. By this arrange- 
ment, useless expense, on both sides, and, what is 
of still greater importance, the danger of collision, 
between armed vessels, in those inland waters, 
which was great, is prevented. 

" I have the satisfaction also to state, that the 
commissioners, under the fourth article of the treaty 
of Ghent, to whom it was referred to decide, to 
which party the several islands in the bay of Passa-> 
maquoddy belonged under the treaty of one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-three, have agreed in a 
report, by wJhich all the islands in the possession of 
each party before the late war have been decreed to 
it. The commissioners acting under the other arti- 
cles of the treaty of Ghent, for the settlement of 
boundaries, have also been engaged in the discharge 
of their respective duties, but have not yet completed 
them. The difference which arose between the two 
governments under that treaty, respecting the right 
of the United States, to take and cure fish on the 
coast of the British provinces north of our limits, 
which had been secured by the treaty of one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty ^three, is still in ne- 
gotiation. The proposition made by this govern- 
ment^ to extend to the colonies of Great Britain the 



APPENDIX. XXi 

principle of the convention of London, by which 
the commerce between the ports of the United States 
and British ports in Europe, had been placed on a 
footing of equality, has been declined by the British 
government. This subject having been thus amica- 
bly discussed between tiie two governments, and it 
appearing that the British government is unwilling 
to depart fi'om its present regulations, it remains for 
Congress to decide, whether they will make any 
other regulation, in consequence thereof, for the pro- 
tection and improvement of our navigation. 

<< The negotiation with Spain, for spoliations on 
our commerce, and the settlement of boundaries, re- 
mains, essentially, in the state it held, by the com- 
munications that were made to Congress by my pre- 
decessor. It has been evidently the policy of the 
Spanish government, to keep the negotiation sus- 
pended, and in this the United States have acquies- 
ced from an amicable disposition towards Spain, and 
in the expectation that her government would, from 
a sense of justice, finally accede to such an ari-ange- 
ment as would be equal between the parties. A dis- 
position has been lately shown by the Spanish go- 
vernment to move in the negotiation, which has been 
met by tliis government, and should the conciliatory 
and friendly policy, which has invariably guided our 
councils, be reciprocated, a just and satisfactory ar- 
rangement may be expected. It is proper, however, 
to remark, that no proposition has yet been made^ 
from which such a result can be presumed. 

" It was anticipated, at an early stage, that the 
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contest between Spain and the colonies woidd be- 
come liighly interesting to the United States. It was ; 
natural that our own citizens should sympathise in 
events, which affected their neiglibours. It seemed [ 
probable, also, that the prosecution of the conflict 
along our coast, and in contiguous countries, would 
occasionally interrupt our commerce, and otherwise 
affect the persons and properties of our citizens. 
These anticipations have been realised. Such inju- 
ries have been received from the persons acting un- 
der the authority of both the parties, and for which 
redress has, in most instances, been withheld. 
Through every stage of the conflict, the United 
States have maintained an impartial neutrality, giv- 
ing aid to neither of the parties in men, money, ships 
or munitions of war. Tliey have regarded the con- 
test, not in tlie liglit of an ordinary insurrection or 
rebellion, but as a civil war between parties neariy 
equal, having as to neutral powers, equal rights. Our 
ports have been open to both, and every article, the 
fruit of our soil, or of the industry of our citizens, 
which either was permitted to take, has been equally 
free to the other. Sl^uld the colonies establish their 
independence, it is proper now to state, that this go- 
vernment neither seeks, nor would accept, from 
them any advantage, in commerce or otherwise, 
which \rill not be equally open to all other nations. 
The colonies will, in that event, become independent 
states, free fix>m any obligation to, w connexion 
with, us, which it may not then be tlieir interest to 
form on the basis of a fair reciprocity. 
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^< In the summer of the present year an expedition 
was set on foot against East Florida, by persons 
claiming to act under the authority of some of the 
colonies, who took possession of Amelia Island, at the 
mouth of the St. Mary's river, near the boundary 
of the state of Georgia. As this{»^vince lies east- 
ward of the Mississippi, knd is bounded by the 
United States and the ocean on every side, and has 
been a subject of negotiation with the govemn^nt 
of Spain, as an indemnity for losses by spoliation, 
or in exchange for territory of equal value westward 
of the Mississippi, a fact well known to the world, 
it excited surprise, that any countenance should be 
given to this measure by any of the colonies. As it 
would be difficult to reconcUe it with the friendly 
i*elations existing between tlie United States and the 
colonies, a doubt was entertained whether it had 
been autiiorised by them, or any of them. This 
doubt has gained strength, by the circumstances 
which have unfolded themselves in the prosecution 
of the enterprise, which have marked it as a mere 
private unauthorised adventure. Projected and com- 
naenced with an incompdient force, reliance seems 
to have been placed on what might be drawn, in 
defiance of our laws, from within our limits; and of 
late, as their resources have failed, it has assumed 
a nK>re marked character of unfriendliness to us, Ae 
island being made a channel for the illicit introduc- 
tion of leaves from Africa into the United States, an 
asyluiM^Sc^P' fugitive slaves from the neighbouring 
states, and a port for ^mug^ing of every kind. 
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<< A similai* establishment was made at an earlier 
period, by persons of the same description in the 
Gulf of Mexico, at a place called Galvezton, within 
the limits of the United States, as we contend, un- 
der the cession of Louisiana. This enterprise has 
been marked, in a most signal manner, by all the 
objectionable circumstances which characterised the 
other, and more particularly by the equipment of 
privateers, which hare annoyed our commerce, and 
by smuggling. These establishments, if ever sanc- 
tioned by any authority whatever, which is not be- 
lieved, have abused their trust, and forfeited all 
claim to consideration. A just regard for the rights 
and interests of the United States, required that they 
should be suppressed, and orders have accordingly 
issued to that effect. The imperious consideration 
which produced this measure, will be explained to 
th6 pai-ties whom it may, in any degree, concern. 

** To obtain correct information on every subject 
in which the United States are interested; to in- 
spire just sentiments, in all persons in authority,^ on 
either side, of our friendly disposition, so far as it 
.may comport with an impartial neutrality; and to 
secure proper respect to our commerce in every port, 
and from every flag, it has been thought proper to 
send a ship of war, with three distinguished citizens, 
along the southern coast, with instruction to touch at 
such ports as they may find most expedient for theii- 
purposes. With the existing authorities, with those 
in the possession of, and exercising the S(^\^i;;^ignty, 
must the communication be held; from them alone 
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can redress for past injuries, cominitted by persons 
acting under them, be obtained^ by them alone can 
the commission of the like, in future, be prevented. 

«< Our relations with the other powers of Europe 
have experienced no essential change since the last 
session. In our intercourse with each, due attention 
continues to be paid to the protection of our com- 
merce, and to every other object in which the United 
States are interested. A strong hope is entertained, 
that, by adhering to the maxims of a just, a candid 
and friendly policy, we may long preserve amicable 
relations with all the powers of Europe, on condi- 
tions advantageous and honourable to our country. 

«< With the Barbary states and the Indian tribes, 
our pacific relations have been preserved. 

" In calling your attention to the internal con- 
cerns of our country, the view which they exliibit is 
peculiarly gratifying. The payments which have 
been made into the treasury, show the very produc- 
tive state of the public revenue. After satisfying 
the appropriations made by law for the support of 
the civil government, and of the militaiy and naval 
establishments, embracing suitable provision for 
fortifications and for the gradual increase of the 
navy I paying the interest of the public debt, and 
extinguishing more than eighteen millions of the 
principal within the present year, it is estimated that 
a balance of more than six millions of doUai^ will 
i-emain in the treasury on the first day of January, 
applicable to the current service of the ensuing year. 

^< The payments into the treasury, during thd 
c 
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year one thousand eight hundred and eighteen^ on 
account of imposts and tonnage, resulting principal- 
ly fi'om duties which have accrued the present year, 
may be faii'ly estimated at twenty millions of dol- 
lars; internal revenues, at two millions five hun- 
dred thousand; public lands, at one million five 
hundred thousand; bank dividends and incidental 
i*eceipts, at five hundred thousand ; making, in the 
whole, twenty 4bur millions and five hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

'< The annual permanent expenditure for the sup- 
poil of the civil government, and of the army and 
navy, as now established by law, amounts to eleven 
millions eight hundred thousand dollars; and for the 
sinking fund, to ten millions; making in the whole^ 
twenty-one millions eight hundred thousand dollars; 
leaving an annual excess of revenue, beyond the ex- 
penditure, of two millions seven hundred thousand 
dollars, exclusive of the balance estimated to be in 
the treasury on the first day of January, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and eighteen. 

" In the present state of the treasury, the whole 
of tlie Louisiana debt may be redeemed in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and nineteen; after 
which, if the public debt continues as it now is, 
above par, there will be annually about five mil-^ 
lions of the sinking fund unexpended, until the year 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, when 
the loan of one thousand eight hundred and twelve, 
and the stock created by funding treasury notes, 
will be redeemable. 
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<< It is also estimated that the Mississippi stock 
will be discharged during the year one thousand 
eight hundred and nineteen, from the proceeds of 
the public lands assigned to that object; after which 
the recdpts from those lands will annually add to 
the public revenue the sum of one million five hun- 
dred thousand dollars, making the permanent an- 
nual revenue amount to twenty-six millions of dol- 
lars, and leaving an annual excess of revenue, after 
the year one thousand eight hundred and nineteen, 
beyond the permanent authorised expenditure, of 
more than four millions of doUars.^ 

** By the last returns from the department of war, 
the militia force of the several states may be esti- 
mated at eight hundred thousand men, infantry, ar- 
tillery and cavalry. Great part of this force is arm- 
ed, and measures are taken to arm the'whole. An 
improvement in the organization and discipline of 
the militia, is one of the great objects which claims 
the unremitted attention of congress. 

** The regular force amounts nearly to the num- 
ber required by law, and is stationed along the At- 
lantic and inland frontiers. 

•< Of the naval force, it has been necessary to 
maintain strong squadrons in the Mediterranean, 
and the Gulf of Mexico. 

" From several of the Indian tribes, inhabiting 
the country belonging to LakeErie, purchases have 
been made of lands, on conditions very favourable 
to the United States, and, as it is presumed, not 
less so to the tribes themselves. By these purcha- 
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ses the Indian title, with moderate reservations, has 
been extinguished to the whole of the land within the 
limits of the state of Ohio, and to a great part of 
that in the Michigan territory, and of the state of 
Indiana. From the Cherokee tribe a tract has been 
purchased, in the state of Georgia, and an arrange- 
ment made, by which, in exchange for lands beyond 
the Mississippi, a great part, if not the whole, of the 
land belonging to that tribe, eastward of that river, 
in the states of North Carolina, Georgia, and Ten- 
nessee, and in the Alabama Territory, will soon be 
acquired.. By these acquisitions, and others, that 
may reasonably be expected soon to follow, we shall 
be enabled to extend our settlements from tlie in- 
habited parts of the state of Ohio, along Lake Erie^ 
into the Michigan territory, and to connect our set- 
tlements, by degrees, tlirough the state of Indiana 
and the Illinois territory, to that of Missouri. A 
similar, and equally advantageous efiect wiU soon 
be produced to the south, through the whole extent 
of the states and territory, which border on the 
waters emptying into the Mississippi and the Mo- 
bile. In this progress, which the rights of nature 
demand, and nothing can prevent, marking a growi;h 
rapid and gigantic, it is our duty to make new 
eflTorts for the preservation, improvement^ and civi- 
lization of the native inhabitants. The hunter state 
can exist only in the vast, iincultivated desert. It 
yields to the more dense and compact form, and 
greater force, of civilized population, and of right 
it ought to yield, for the earth was given to man- 
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kind to support tlie greatest number of which it is 
capable, and no ti*ibe or people have a right to with- 
hold from the wants of others more than is neces- 
sary for their own support and comfort. It is grati- 
fying to know, that the reservations pf land made 
by the treaties with the tribes on Lake Erie, were 
made with a view to individual ownership among 
them, and to the cultivation of the soil by all, and 
that an annual stipend has been pledged to supply 
their other wants. It will merit the consideration 
of Congress, whether other provision, not stipulated 
by the treaty, ought to be made for these tribes, and 
for the advancementof the liberal and humane policy 
of the United St^ttes towards all the tribes within 
our limits^ and more particularly for their improve- 
mi^t in the arts of civilized life. 

<< Among the advantages incident to these pur- 
chases, and to those which have preceded, the secu- 
rity which may thereby be afforded to our inland 
frontiers, is peculiarly important. With a stix)ng 
barrier, consisting of our own people, thus planted 
on the lakes, the Mississippi and the Mobile, with 
the protection to be derived from the regular force, 
Indian hostilities, if they do not altogether cease, 
wUl henceforth lose their terror. Fortifications, in 
those quaj'ters, to any extent, will not be necessary, 
and the expense attending them may be saved* A 
people accustomed to the use of fire arms only, as 
the Indian tribes are, will shun even moderate works 
wliich are defended by cannon. Great fortifications 
will, therefore, be requisite only, in future, along the 
c2 
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coasts and at some points in the int^iorxoimeeted 
liritii it. On these will the safety of our towns^ and 
the commerce of our great rivers, fipom the Bay of 
Fundy to the Mississippi, depend. On these, there- 
fore, should the utmost attention, sldll, and laboar, 
be bestowed. 

<< A considerable and rapid augmentation in the 
yalue of all the public lands, pi-oceeding from these 
and other obvious causes, may henceforward be ex- 
pected. The diflfculties attending early emigrations^ 
will be dissipated even in the most remote parts. Se- 
veral new states have been admitted into our wmn, 
to the west and south, and territorial governments, 
happily organized, established over every other por- 
tion in which there is vacant land (w sale. In ter- 
minating Indian hostilities, as must soon be done, 
in a formidable shape at least, the emigration which 
has heretofore been great, will probably increase, 
and the demand for land, and the augmentation in 
its value, be in like proportion. The great increase 
of our population throughout the union, will alone 
produce an important efi'ect, and in no quarts will 
it be so sensibly felt as in those in contemplation. 
The public lands are a public stock, which ought to 
be disposed of to the best advantage for the nation. 
The nation should, therefore, derive the profit pro- 
ceeding fi*om the continual rise in their value. Every 
encouragement should be given to the emigrants, 
consistent with a fair competition between them, but 
that competition should operate, in the first sale, to 
the a^va^tage of the nation rather than of indivi- 
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dualB. Great capitalists will derive all the benefit 
incident to-their superior wealthy under any mode o£ 
sale which may be adopted. But if looking forward 
to the rise in the value of the public lands, they 
should have the <q>portunity of amassing^ at a low 
price, vast bodies in their hands, the profit will ac^ 
crue to them, and not to the public. They would 
also have the power, in that degree to controul the 
emigration and settlement, in such manner as their 
opinion of their respective interests might dictate. 
I submit this subject to the consideration of Con- 
gress, that such further ]H*ovision may be made in 
the sale of the public lands, with a view to the public 
interest, should any be deemed expedient, as in their 
judgment may be best adapted to tiie object. 

** When we consider the vast extent of territoiy 
within the Uivlted States, the great amount and va- 
lue of its productions, the connexion of its pa^, and 
other circumstances, on which their prosperity and 
happiness depend, we cannot fail to entertain a high 
sense of the advantage to be derived from the faci- 
lity which may be afforded in the intercourse be- 
tween them, by means of good roads and canals. 
Never difl a country of such vast extent offer equal 
inducements to improvements of this kind, nor ever 
were consequences of such magnitudE^^ involved in 
them. As this subject was acted on by Congress at 
the last session, and there may be a disposition to 
revive it at the present, I have brought it into view, 
for the purpose of communicating my sentiments on 
a very important circumstance connected with it^ 
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mth that fireedom and candour which a regard for 
the public intei^est^ and a proper respect for Gou- 
gress^ require. A difference of opinion has existed, 
from the first formation of our constitution to the 
present time, among our most enlightened and vir- 
tuous citizens, respecting the right of Congress to 
establish such a system of improvement. Taking 
into view the trust with which I am now honoured, 
it would be improper, after what has passed, that 
this discussion should be revived, with an uncertain- 
ty of my opinion respecting the right. Disregard- 
ing early impressfions, I have bestowed on the sub- 
ject all the deliberation which its great importance, 
and a just sense of my duty required, and the result 
is, a settied conviction in my mind, that Congress 
do not possess the right. It is not contained in any 
of the specified powers granted to Congress, nor can 
I consider it incidental to, or a necessary mean, 
viewed on the most liberal scale, for carrying into 
effect any of the powers which are specifically grant- 
ed. In communicating this result, I cannot resist 
the obligation which I feel to suggest to Congress, 
the propriety of recommending to the states the 
adoption of an amendment to the constitution, which 
shall give to Congress, the right in question. In 
cases of doubtful construction, especially of such 
vital interest. It comports with the nature and origin 
of our institutions, and will contribute much to pre- 
serve them, to apply to our constituents for an ex- 
plicit grant of the power. We may confidentiy rely, 
that if it appears to their satisfaction, that the power 
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is necessary, it will always be granted. In this case 
I am happy to observe, that experience ha^ afforded 
most ample proof of its utility, and that the benign 
spirit of conciliation and harmony, which now mani- 
fests itself throughout our union, promises to such 
a recommendation the most prompt and favourable 
result. I think proper to suggest, also, in case this 
measure is adopted, that it be recommended to the 
states to include, in the amendment sought, a right 
in Congress to institute, likewise, seminaries of 
learning, for the all important purpose of diffusing 
knowledge among our fellow citizens throughout the 
United States. 

<* Our manufactures will require the continued 
attention of Congress. The capital employed in 
them is considerable, and the knowledge acquired 
in the machinery and fabric of all the most useful 
manufactures is of great value. Their preservation, 
which depends on due encouragement, is connected 
with the high interests of the nation. 

'< Although the progress of the public buildings has 
been as favourable as circumstances have permitted, 
it is to be regretted that the Capitol is not yet in a 
state to receive you. There is good cause to pre- 
sume that the two wings, the only parts as yet com- 
menced, wiH be prepared for that purpose at the next 
session. The time seems now to have aiTived, when 
this subject may be deemed worthy the attention of 
Congress, on a scale adequate to national purposes. 
The completion of the middle building will be neces- 
sary to the convenient accommodation of Congress, 
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of the conunittees^ and various offices belonging to it 
It is evident, that the other public buildings are alto- 
gether insufficient for the accommodation of the se- 
veral executive departments, some of whom are 
much crowded, and even subjected to the necessity 
of obtauiing it in private buildings, at some distance 
from the head of the department, and with inconve- 
nience to the management of the public business. 
Most nations have taken an interest and a pride in 
the improv^nent and ornament of their metropolis; 
and none were more conspicuous in that respect than 
the ancient republics. The policy which dictated 
the establishment of a permanent residence for the 
national government, and the spirit in which it was 
commenced and has been prosecuted, show that such 
improvement was thought worthy the attention of 
ibis nation. Its central position, between the north- 
em and southern extremes of our union, and its ap- 
proach to the west, at the head of a great navigable 
river, which interlocks with the western waters, 
proves the wisdom of the councils which established 
it. Nothing appears to be more reasonable and 
proper, than that convenient accommodations should 
be provided, on a well digested plan, for the heads 
of the several departments, and for the attorney- 
general ; and it is bdieved that the public ground 
in the city, applied to those objects, will be found 
amply sufficient. I submit this subject to the consi- 
deration of Congress, that such further provision 
may be made in it, as to them may seem proper. 
^* In contemplating the happy situation of the 
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.4' nited States^ our attention is drawn with peculiar 
mteresty to the surviving officers and soldiers of our 
i*evoIutionaiy army^ who so eminently contributed^ 
by their services^ to lay its foundation. Most of 
tliose yery meritorious citizens have paid the debt 
of nature, and gone to repose. It is believed that 
among the survivors there are some not provided for 
by existing laws, who are reduced to indigence, and 
even to real distress. These men have a claim on 
the gratitude of their country, and it will do honour 
to their country to provide for them. The lapse of 
a few years more, and the opportunity will be for« 
ever lost : indeed, so long already has been the in- 
terval, that the number to be benefited by any pro- 
vision which may be made, will not be great. 

<< It appearing in a satisfactory manner that the 
revenue arising from imposts and tonnage, and from 
the ssde of the public lands, will be fidly adequate 
to the support of the civil government, of the pre- 
sent military and naval establishments, including 
the annual augmentation of the latter, to the extent 
provided for; to the payment of the interest on the 
public debt, and to the extinguishment of it at the 
times authorized, without the aid of the internal 
taxes, I consider it my duty to recommend to Con- 
gress their repeal. To impose taxes, when the pub- 
lic exigencies require them, is an obligation of the 
most sacred character, especially with a free people. 
The faithful fulfilment of it is among the highest 
proofs of their virtue, and capacity for self-govem- 
ment» To dispense with taxes, when it may be 
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done \(ith perfect safety^ is equally the duty of tKeir 
representatives* In this instance we have the satis- 
faction to know that they were imposed when the 
demand was imperious^ and have been sustained 
with exemplary fidelity. I have to add^ that how- 
ever gratifying it may be to me, regarding the pros- 
perous and happy condition of our country, to re- 
commend the repeal of these taxes at this time, I 
shall nevertheless be attentive to events, and should 
any future emergency occur, be not less prompt to 
suggest such measures and burdens as may then be 
requisite and proper.. 

<* James Monroe. 
« Washington, December 2, 1817.?*. 
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